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TO  SUBSCRIBERS  and  READERS. 


JL  ERHAPS  an  apology  is  due  for  the  late  date  at  wliicli 
this  work  makes  its  appearance  ;  this  is  occasioned  principally 
by  a  delay  in  the  holders  of  subscription  papers  to  return  them 
in  sufficient  numbers  to  warrant  the  publisher  to  proceed  at  the 
time  first  mentioned.  In  this  state  of  things  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  political  year  had  elapsed,  and  it  was  gene'rally  be- 
lieved by  all  interested  in  the  success  of  the  publication,  that' 
the  commencement  of  a  new  year  in  our  State  government 
would  be  the  most  favourable  season  for  such  a  circulation  of 
the  work,  as  might  be  adequate  to  ihepubiick  demand.  Under 
this  impression  the  work  is  now  published. 

For  the  compiler  of  this  volume  to  attempt  to  do  justice 
to  the  character  of  Caleb  Strong  would  be  vain.  His  speeches, 
his  writings,  his  conduct- — all  which  have  been  witnessed  by 
his  fellow-citizens  of  all  descriptionsand  parties  for  many  years — 
speak  his  eulogium  more  powerfully  than  the  most  elaborate 
production  of  the  panegyrist.  His  political, moral  and  religious 
sentiments,  which  appear  in  this  volunie,  are  so  many  evidences 
of  the  goodness  of  his  heart  and  the  soundness  of  his  under- 
standing., and  so  many  tacit  pledges  that  the  confidence  of  an 
iionest  people  in  such  a  man  can  never  be  betrayed. 

How  faithfully  he  served  his  constituents,  while  he  at  diT- 
fercnt  times  represented  them  in  the  legislature  of  his  native 
State — in  the  conventions,  which  formed  our  present  excellent 
State  constitution — in  the  general  convention,  which  proposed, 
and  in  the  Stace  convention,  which  ratifved,  our  national  con- 
stitution— which  has-been  a  bond  of  union  and  source  of  hap- 
piness unparalleled  to  these  United  States  ; — and  in  the  senate 
of  the  union— are  known  to  all,  who  have  been  conversant  with 
publick  men  and  measures  for  upwards  of  thirty  years. 

With  what  modesty  and  dignity  he  discharged  the  duties 
of  his  last  and  highest  publick  office, — to  which  this  work  has 
more  immediate  rtfereiicc, — all  are  witnesses. — Blis  caiidour 
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and  ii/banity  toward  political  opponents — his  integrity  and 
firmness  in  pursuing  the  path  of  duty — his  unaffected  piety  and 
patriotism  in  whatever  concerned  the  religious,  mor^l  or  polit- 
ical character  and  condition  of  the  people,  are  not  denied  by- 
enemies. — His  treatment  of  calumnies,  which  were  unceasingly 
spread  among  the  people,  has  afforded  proof  of  his  uprightness 
to  every  reflecting  and  ingenuous  mind. 

The  last  year  of  his  political  life  has  shewn  his  greatness 
ef  mind,  perhaps  beyond  any  former  year.  Surrounded  by 
political  opponents,  which  constituted  majorities  in  all  the  oth- 
er branches  of  the  government,  with  which  he  was  more  imme- 
diately connected,  we  saw  him  firm  and  unyielding,  where  du- 
ty called, — amiable  and  conciliatory  in  points  not  essential  ;  — 
commanding  the  admiration  and  respect  even  of  those,  \iho 
ungratefully  and  unblushingly  were  plotting  his  overthrow. 

The  conduct  of  his  political  adversaries  toward  him,  and 
the  principles,  on  which  they  acted,  may  be  sufficiently  gather- 
ed from  ihe  report  of  the  joint  committee  of  the  two  houses 
relative  to  the  election  of  governour  in  I8O6  ; — the  prominent 
iigure,  which  this  report  a.nd  the  dignified  protest  of  the  minor- 
ity in  the  senate  have  made  in  the  annals  of  the  commonwealth, 
have  induced  the  compiler  of  this  work  to  publish  them  entire. 
Of  what  enormities  the  men,. who  could  prepare  and  adopt  such- 
a  report,  are  not  capable,  it  would  be  hazardous  to  say.  Th» 
act  speaks  for  itself.  It  would  scarce  be  the  part  of  rea/  chari^ 
ty  to  ?ay,  that  the  abettors  of  such  principles  were  influenced 
by  the  most  virtuous  motives  ;  and  truth  forbids,  that 
prirciphs  of  common  sense  and  common  honesfy  should  he  sacri^ 
Jiced  to  passion,  prejudice  or  party  ;  and  that  charity,  which  ex- 
tends itself  so  far,  as  to  grant,  that  errours  and  falsehood?, 
which  a  child  might  detect,  flow  from  the  undepraved  hearts 
of  virtuous  and  enlightened  statesmen,  is  not  real  hut  false, 
Ths  love  of  truth  19  REAL  CHARITY  ; — That  charity, 
•which  is  consistent  xoiihlove  of  truth,may  he  indulged  to  its  great- 
est extent:  but,  when  in  competition  with  this  principle ,  charity 
and  confidence  cease  to  he  virtues. 

The  wan,  who  has  thus  faithfully  served  his  country,  iu 
times  of  prosperity  and  adversity, — who  has  at  all  times  man- 
ifested himself  a  friend  to  her  best  interests  and  real  happiness — 
who  has  done  so  much  for  the  procuring  and  maintaining  of  her 
iedegendeAC«  and  konour,— who,  in  tl^ darkest  hours  of  her. 
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adVersityr-  never  foi'sook  her, — and  in  the  brightest  seasons  of= 
her  prosperity,  never  looked  for  self  elevation  at  her  expense — • 
is  now  by  an  ungrateful  and  undeserving  people  driven  iuto  re- 
tirement J — where  he  experiences 

"  What  nothing  earthly  gfVes  or  can  destroy,        ^ 
"  The  soul's  calm  sunbliine  and  the  heartfelt  joy."  ' 

May  his  retirement  be  as  grateful  to  himself,  as  his  publicS' 
life  has  been  useful  to  his  country;  and,  at  some  far  distant  pe- 
riod, may  he  be  transported  to  that  world,  "  where  thewick^- 
cease  from  troubling^  and  where  the  weary  are  at  rest/' 
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dedication: 

TO  POSTERITY. 

SrUCCESSORS, 


SUCH  is  your  present  seclusion  from  the  v.'orld,  that  we 
are  sensible  of  the  difficulty  of  obtainiiig  your  explicit  assent  to 
a  dedication  of  this  book  to  you  ;  yet  your  silence  on  the  sub- 
ject warrants  us  to  presume,  that  your  modesty  can  have  no 
serious  objections  to  such  a  dedication. 

Under  these  impressions,  this  work  is  committed  to  your 
care.  Those  of  you,  who  read  it  \Tith  attention,  we  doubt  not, 
will  do  justice  to  the  memory  of  /the  illustrious  man, 
whose  real  patriotism  is  so  discoverable  iu  every  page. 

We  make  this  dedication  with  a  humble  hope,  that  you, 
being  at  a  distance  from  the  present  scenes  of  publick  life,  will 
be  able  to  take  a  more  impartial  view  of  this  part  of  our  histo- 
ry, than  we  can  do,  who  are  on  the  spot. 

AVe  most  frankly  acknowledge  to  you,  that,  so  freely  have 
we  of  this  generation  imbibed  of  the  poisonous  cup  oi  forty 
spirit,  we  are  scarce  able  to  take  a  sober  view  of  the  contents  of 
this  volume  ;  indeed  some  among  us  are  so  perfectly  intoxicated 
xcith  the  same  spirit,  that  they  will  not  even  open  it ;  and,  hop-- 
ing  that,  at  least  in  this  respect,  you  will  be  more  free  from  this 
spirit  than  we  are  ;  and  sensible,  that  you  '/Vill  do  more  justice 
to  its  principles  than  they  have  received  from  their  more  imme- 
diate neighbours,  and  that  all  of  you,  who  read  this  volume, 
will  pay  that  tribute  of  respect  and  veneration  to  the  memory 
oy  X  GREAT  AND  GOOD  MAN,  which  wc  havc  ungratefully 
•Yvilhholden  from  the  man  himself  j — we  comiiut  the  work 
to  your  patronage. 
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But  do  not  flatter  yourselves  (for  we  intend  not  to  flatter 
you)  that  you  wili  act  with  greater  wisdom  than  we  have  done, 
if  you  sutier  yourselves  to  be  drawn  aside  from  your  duly  by 
the  baleful  influence  of  party. 

You  will  look  with  pleasure  on  the  character  and  princi- 
ples of  a  GOOD  CHIEF  MAGISTRATE,  as  they  appear  in  these 
pages  ;  and  will  shrink  with  abhorrence  from  the  conduct  of 
people  and  legislators,  who  disregard  or  cry  down  such  a  man 
and  such  principles,  and  whose  conduct  is  so  flagrantly  absurd 
as  to  adopt  and  defend  such  measures  as  appear  in  a  Report 
contained  in  this  volume  ;  yet  you  will  run  into  errours  equal- 
ly absurd  and  dangerous,  if  you  suffer  yourselves  to  be  deluded 
by  prejudice,  and  refuse  to  be  governed  by  moral  principle  and 
the  fear  of  God. . 

That  you  may  be  effectually  warned  by  the  faults  and  fol- 
lies as  well  as  by  the  virtue  and  wisdom  of  us  your  progenitors, 
and  may  enjoy  the  blessings  of  liberty  and  good  government  to 
tha  latest  age,  is,  or  ought  to  be,  the  fervent  prayer  of  all 
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SUBSCRIBERS'  NAMES. 


Hulbert  John,  W.  Pittsfield,  10, 
Hyde  Jonalhan,  Baih. 
Hyile  Jolin,  A.  Freeport.  4 
IJarishorn  James,  Reading. 
Hodges  Jonathan,  Salem. 
Hodiies  John,  Salem. 


Ingcrsoll  Jonathan,  Salem,  2. 


Jackson  William,  L^nn. 
Jackson  Thomas.  Balh. 
Jackt^on  John,  Gill. 
James  Danul,  Pittsfield. 
Jcnks  William,  Balh, 
Je\\eU  Ji'shMa,  Rowley. 
Johnson  Jk^noch,  Lynn. 
Joiios  Knoch,  Bath. 
Joues  Thomas,  Baih. 

K, 

Kendall  Ephraira,  Ipswich. 
Kendall  Jonathan,  Ipswich. 
Kimball  JaineS;  Newburyport,  10. 
Kimball  Moses,  jr.  Newburyport. 
Kimbdll  James,  Br-^dtbrd. 
Kjisball  Benjamin,  jr.  Bradford, 
Kimball  Edward,  Bradford. 
Kimball  Daniel,  Bradford. 
Kirabull  Edmund,  Newburyport. 
Kimbail  David,  T.  Ipswich,  2. 
Kiiflball  John,  jr.  Ipswich. 
Kimball  Josiah,  Ipswich. 
Knnbaii  Thomas,  Bath. 
Kimball  Joseph,  Balh. 
King  I.  S.  jr.  Salem. 
Kuowkon  Thomas,  Ipswich. 


Lakeman  Richard,  jr.  Ipswich, 
Lambert  Jonalhan,  Rowley, 
liarrabee  William,  B.Bath. 
I/Cmont  Thomas,  Bath, 
Lemoat  James,  W.  Bath, 
I<ibrary  fecial,  Ipswich* 


Light  Samuel,  Bath. 

Lincoln  Caleb,  Bath. 

Lincoln  John,  Durham. 

Lincoln  Isaac,  Topshansi 

Lord  Abraham,  Ipswich,  2. 

Lord  Nathaniel,  Ipswich; 

Lord  Isaac,    Ipswich, 

Lord  Joseph,  Ipswich,  2. 

Lord  Nathaniel,  3d.  Ipswich,  3» 

I^oring  Jf-roifl,  Bath. 

Loriiig  Laban,  Bath. 

Low  William,  Bath. 

Low  Elijah,  Bath. 

Low  SaniLiel  Brunswick. 

Low  John,. Bath. 

LoweJi  John,  Bath. 

Lowell  William, Bath, 

Lnfkin  William,  Ipswich, 

Lui  kin  Joseph,  jr.  Freeport. 

Lr.mmas  Wiiiiam,  Ipswich. 

Lunt  Samuel,  ir.  York. 

Lyman  Isaac,  York. 

Lyman  William,  Y'ork. 

Lander  Edward,  Salem. 

Lyman  I-aac,  Portsmoulh,  N".  H. 

Lyman  Theodore,  Boston,  2. 

Lyman  Timothy,  York. 

M 

M'Clnre  Thomas,  Boston, 
INTKown  Robert,  Wooiuich. 
IVrMiilaii  John,  Fryeburg. 
Manning  riiomas,  Ipswich,  S. 
Mansfield  Samuel,  3d.  Lymi. 
Marsh  J(jhn,  BcUh. 
Marsh  Caleb,  Bath. 
Merrick  Fordyce,  Pittsfield, 
Mtriil!  Abel,  fopsham.  ^ 

Messenger  Rosewell,  York. 
Mighill  Thomas,  od,  Rowley. 
Mills  Joseph,  L.  Beck(  t. 
Blitchell  Nicholas  L.  Bath. 
Mitchell  Joseph,  Batli. 
Mitchell  Charles,  C.  Bath. 
Millet  Je^se  Bath. 
Mollet  William,  Topshinxi... 
Moody  Joshua,  Bath. 
Moody  John,  JM.  Balh, 
Moody  Samuel  BatL. 
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XI 


Jlorse  John,  To  psham. 
Mothervell  Thomas,  Woolwich. 
Motley  Riclmrd,  Bath. 
Moulton  Joseph,  L3'nn. 
Muzzy  Reuben,  D.  Ipswich, 

N 

Newell  Joseph,  Newbury,  €. 
Newhall  Jacob,  2d,  Lynn. 
Noyes  Daniel,  Ipswich,  3- 
Noyes  Josiah,  Bath. 
Nye  Nathan,  Freeport. 


Oliver  Pearce,  Bath, 
Orr  Benjamin,  Topsham. 
Osborn  Daniel,  Jr.  Dan  vers. 
Osgood  Tmothy,  Frycburg^ 
Osgood  James,  Fr3'eburg. 
Osgood  Henry,  Y.  B,  Fryeburg. 
Osgood  Aaron,  Durham. 
Owen  David,  Topsham. 


Page  Wilson,  Bath. 
Pcabody  John,  Newbury  port. 
Peabody  Ebenezer,  Boxford. 
Pearl  S"jnoon,  Boxford. 
Pearson  Enoch,  jr.  Ipswich. 
Peirce  Francis,  Rowley. 
Peterson  Levlj  Bath, 
Phillips  Timothy,  Bradford. 
Phillips  Benjamin,  Lynn. 
Pike  Ricliard   xVowbury. 
Pomeroy  Jonatlian,  L.'Worthington, 
Purler  Samuel,  Freeport. 
Potter  Isaac,  Ipswich. 
Pray  Ebenezer,  Bath. 
Preble  SamueJ,  Woolwich. 
Proctor  Syl  vester,  Danvers. 
Pnrinton  Humphrey,  Topsham. 
Putnam  Htnry,  Brmiswick,  3. 
Pairsons  Oliver,  Salem. 
Pickering  John,  jr.  Salem. 
Pickman  Beij.  Salem. 
Pickman  Benj.  jr.  Salem,  2. 
Pierce  J,  Sales. 


Pierce  Nathan,  Salem. 
Pomeroy  Arad,  Salem. 
Prince  Caleb,  Dar^vcrs. 
Proctor  William,  Salem. 
Putnam  Joshua,  Reading, 
Pearson  John,  Newburyport 


Raynes  Joshua,  Bath. 
Reed  Benjamin,  C.  Danvers. 
Reed  Andrew,  Georgetown. 
Rhodes  Amos,  Lynn. 
Richards  John,  Durham. 
Richardson  John,  Bath. 
Riggs  Benjamin,  Bath. 
Ring  John,  Bath. 
Roberts  Benjamin,  Durham. 
Rogers  Daniel,  Ipswich. 
Rogers  Samuel,  Woolwich. 
Pwoss  Daniel,  Ipswich. 
Roulsione  Michael,  Boston. 


Seymour  &  Smith,  Pittsfield,  5. 
Shattuck  Reuben,  Gill. 
Shaw  David,  Bath. 
Shaw  Joshua,  Bath. 
Shed  Zaccheus,  Billerica. 
Shove  Squires,  Danvers. 
Smith  AaroH,  Ipswich. 
Smith  Samuel,  Ipswich  2. 
Saunders  Thomas,  Salem. 
Saiiders  Jonathan,  P,  Salem. 
Seccomb  Joseph,  Salem. 
Stocker  Zaccheus  N,  i'alem. 
Stone  Edward,  Reading. 
Smith  Z(  buiun,  Ipswich. 
Smii'i  N.  j*-.  Ipswich, 
Snjitli  Samuel,  Woolwich. 
Spraeue  Joseph,  Danvers. 
Spra^ue  J.  Topsham. 
S])raooe  Poleg,  Bath. 
Siacy  Gilbert,  Gill. 
.Staniford  John,  Bath. 
Sta.jwoud  Issac,  Ipswich. 
Starkweather  E  Worthington,  3, 
Sti>,kney  Thomas,  Rowley. 
Stinso4» 'David,  Bath. 
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'Stinson  John,  Woolwich. 
Stockbridge  C  Bath. 
Stockbridge  Joseph,  Bath. 
Stockbridge  John,  Bath. 
JStoddard  Abel,  Durham^ 
Slory  Joseph,  Ipswich. 
Sweetser  Ej)hraim,  Lyan. 
SafFord  Samuel,  lps^vich. 
Sandford  T.  G.  Topsham. 
Sevemton  John  B.  Bath. 
Sewall  David,  York,  2. 
Sewall  Durumer,  Bath. 
Sewail  lienr^',  Bath. 


Tappan  James,  Gloucester. 
Tucker  Ichabod,  Salem. 
Taylor  Henry,  Pif.sfield. 
Thacher  Thomas,  C.  Lynn. 
'Xappan  Jos,  jr.  Newburyport. 
Thurston  Daniel,  Ipswich. 
Tenney  Samuel,  Newburyport. 
Titcomb  Samuel,  Georgctowti, 
Tappan  Joseph,  Newbury. 
Todd  Moses,  Rowley. 
Todd  Nelson,  Rowley. 
Trott  Thomas,  Bath. 
Trott  Samuel,  Woolwich. 
Trott  Joseph,  O.  Bath. 
Trutant  Gilbert,  Bath, 
TriUaut  Seth,  Batli. 
Tucker  John,  Bath. 
U 

Upton  John,  jr.  DanTers. 


W 

Wade  Nathaniel,  Ipswich,  2. 

Wade  Thomas,  Ipswich. 

Wade  John,  Ipswich. 

Wade  Samuel,  Ipswich. 

Ware  Samuel,  Conway. 

Warner  William,  Ipswich. 

Warren  Asaph,  Westborough. 

Webb  William,  Bath. 

Webbter  Samuel,  Bradford. 

\\ebster  Elijah,  Danvers. 

White  Charles,  Newburyport 

Whiting  Lemuel,  Billerica. 

Whiting  Phiueas, ■'Chelmsford. 

Willard  H.  Stockbridge, 
,  Willcorab  William,  Ipswich,  3.. 
'  Williams  John,  Conway. 

Wilson  Clark,  Danvers. 
;  Wihon  Williams,  Topsham, 
.  Wilson  Henry,  Topsham. 
;  Winship  Stephen,  Bath. 
•  Wilt  Thoiua  ,  Lynn, 
I  Wood  iVathan,  Billerica. 
;  Wood  Lemuel,  Boxford,  10. 
►  Wood  bridge  Jos.  Stockbridge. 
'  Woodward  Samuel,  Bowdoinhamo 
I  Wormwood  Jotham,  Bath. 
!  Wyatt  Benjamin,  Newburyport. 
;  Wallis  Robert,  Salem. 
»  West  Nathaniel,  Salem,  4, 
I  Wilkias  Jason,  Beverly. 
'  William^  Henry,  .Danveis, 


[It  is  supposed  that  many  more  names  are  svhscriledfor 
this  work  than  are  contained  in  the  above  list.  The  compiler  has 
heard  of  a  minihci  ^  which  he  has  not  been  able  to  obtain  in  seasott 
for  insertion  here  The  omission  must  of  course  be  excused,  isfot 
knoijuing  all  the  titles  to  be  added  to  the  names  in  this  list,  the 
compiler  has  not  noted  any.  It  is  also  hoped,  that,  {f  any  names 
haxe  been  omitted  in  at  ranging  this  list  alphabetically  from  tlx 
originals,  such  omission  will  be  excused.} 
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SPEECH 

Delivered  before  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  June  3,  1800. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  Home  (^  Represent ativesj 


T. 


HE  invitation  of  my  fellow- citizens  to  the  respccta- 
lile  office,  which  I  have  iindeitakon  to  execute,  has  excited  in 
me  sentiments  of  gratitude  for  the  honour  they  have  conferred 
upon  me.  At  the  same  time  it  has  given  me  anxiety,  from  an 
apprehension  that  I  shall  be  unabte  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
the  office  in  a  manner  that  will  justify  their  confidence.  But  I 
flatter  myself  that  their  candour  will  incline  them  to  judge  fa- 
vourably of  the  motives  of  my  conduct,  even  in  cases  wlnrre  an 
error  may  be  supposed. 

The  occasion  upon  which  we  meet,  naturally  revives  in 
our  minds,  the  recollection  of  the  severe  losses  we  have  lately 
sutfered,  in  the  death  of  some  of  our  most  respectable  and  dis- 
tinguished fellow-citizens. 

In  the  course  of  the  last  year,  this  State  has  been  deprived 
of  its  late  excellent  governour.  He  was  eminently  fitted  for 
the  offices  which  he  had  sustained,  for  he  :possessed  those  qua- 
lities that  acquire  universal  respect.  To  a  snuud  understand- 
ing and  cxten&ive  political  and  legal  knowledge,  he  united  en- 
gaging maimers  and  habitual  goodn-ess — benevolent,  upright 
and  unassuming,  he  wa->  beloved  as  a  man,  and  revered  as  a 
magistrate;  and  Ins  memory  is  blessed. 

Since  that  event  the  whole  nation  has  suffered  the  loss  of 
the  first  and  best  of  men.  We  are  all  witnesses  of  the  unex- 
ampled mourning,  with  which  the  death  of  Gen.  Washing- 
ton is  deplored.  His  palrioiiMn  and  services  endeared  him  to 
every  friend  of  America,  and  his  fame  has  spread  through  the 
world  :  But  though  the  reputation  he  acquit ed  from  his  great 
achievements  anti  abilities,  was  a  singular  attainment,  and 
may  therefore  damp  the  spirit  of  emulation,  yet  his  integrity 
and  purity  of  manners,  his  resj)ect  for  the  institutions  of  reli- 
gion; and  zeal  for  the  public  good,  can  be  imilatea  by  all. — • 
B 
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May  the  people  of  the  United  States  ever  cherish  the  remem- 
brance of  his  modcFt  worth,  and  form  thembelves  after  his  ex- 
ample, of  private  and  patriotic  virtue  :  then  they  will  be  safe 
and  happy,  and  will  inherit  the  land  forever. 

Within  a  few  days,  the  people  of  this  State  have  again 
been  called  to  lament  the  death  of  a  chief  magistrate.  The 
late  lieutenant  governour  was  an  early  and  constant  friend  to 
the  rights  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  his  faithful  services  secur- 
ed to  him  their  attachment.  He  discharged  with  reputation 
the  functions  of  his  office,  and,  since  the  death  of  thegoveriicur, 
conducted  the  atfairs  of  the  State  with  prudence  and  ability, 
and  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  people. 

With  these  subjects  of  mournful  regret,  the  situation  of 
public  affairs  will  suggest  considerations  suited  to  excite  our 
gratitude  to  the  Supreme  Being — that  we  CFijoy  the  blessings  of 
a  free  and  undisturbed  government — that  the  laws  are  respect- 
ed,anJadministered  without  opposition— and  that,  notwithstand- 
ing any  diversity  of  political  opinions,  good  will  to  each  ether 
so  generally  prevails  among  the  citizens  of  this  State.  - 

While  a  great  part  of  Europe  is  involved  in  a  most  san- 
guinary and  calamitous  war,  the  people  of  this  country  are  fa- 
voured with  internal  peace,  and  are  at  liberty  to  make  im- 
provements in  agriculture,  and  advance  towards  perlectioa  in 
the  useful  arts  ;  but  as  the  nations  with  whom  we  are  most 
concerned  in  commerce,  are  parties  in  the  war,  the  United 
States  have  not  been  able  to  maintain  their  neutral  character, 
without  experiencing  frequent  and  vexatious  interruptions  to 
their  trade,  by  infractions  of  the  law  ot  nations. — Ot  late  these 
injuries  have  proceeded  from  a  nation,  for  whom  we  had  enter- 
tained the  most  friendly  sentiments  ;  and  though  the  executive 
authority  pursued  the  most  conciliating  methods  to  obtain  re- 
dress, they  were  unsuccessful ;  not  even  delensive  measures 
were  adopted,  until  as  well  the  people  as  the  government,  were 
made  to  realize  the  truth  of  a  maxim,  which  had  been  often 
repeated  by  the  late  President — that,  if  we  desiie  peace,  it 
must  be  kni>vvn,  that  we  are  prepared  for  war. 

A  review  of  the  transactions  that  have  taken  place  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,  since  the  general 
government  was  established,  must  convince  every  unprejudiced 
mind,  not  only,  that  the  executive  authority  has  invariably  and 
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sincerely  pursueii  a  pacific  policy,  but  that  much  wisdom  and 
prudence  have  been  exercised  in  preserving  tranquillity  to  the 
people  of  these  States. 

We  are  encoura;;ed  to  hope,  that  the  present  negociation 
with  the  French  government  will  put  an  end  to  the  injuries  wc 
complain  of;  and  that  we  shall  not  be  compelled  to  relinquish 
Ihe  advantages  of  a  neutial  situation  ;  however  it  is  our  duty 
as  citizens  to  adhere  to  the  government  instituted  by  ourselves, 
and  for  our  own  security  ;  and  to  submit  cheerfully  to  the  ex- 
penses that  have  been  incurred,  under  the  laws  of  that  govern- 
ment, in  arming  for  our  defence.  If,  as  we  hope,  there  will 
be  no  occasion  in  the  issue  to  make  use  of  arms,  that  result  may 
be  owing  to  our  being  possessed  of  them. 

As  I  havie  had  no  share  in  the  administration  of  the  State 
government  for  several  years,  it  will  not  be  ex})ected  that  I  shall 
attempt  to  point  out  p-uticular  subjecls,  that  may  require  le- 
gislative interpositioii  ;  but  in  general  the  constitution  has  de- 
clared, in  terms  that  can  scarcely  be  too  often  repeated,  that 
•*  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  legislatures  and  magistrates,  in  all 
periods  of  the  commonwealth,  to  cherish  the  interests  of  lite- 
rature, and  the  sciences,  ami  all  seminaries  of  them;  especi- 
ally the  university  at  Cambridge  ;  public  schools,  and  grammar 
schools  in  the  towns  ;  to  encourage  private  societies  and  pub- 
lic institutions, — rewards  and  immunities,  for  the  promotion  of 
agriculture, arts,  sciences,  commerce,  trades,  manufactuies,  and 
a  natural  history  of  the  country ;  to  countenance  and  incul- 
cate the  principles  of  humanity  and  general  benevolence,  pub- 
lic and  private  charity,  industry  and  frugality,  honesty  and 
punctuality  in  their  dealings;  sincerity,  good  humour  and  all 
social  affections  and  generous  sentiments  among  the  people/' 

In  the  distribution  of  public  employments,  it  is  of  impor- 
tance to  the  reputation  and  tranquillity  of  the  State,  that  ap- 
pointments should  be  made  with  impartiality,  and  with  a  due 
regard  to  superior  talents  and  meritorious  services.  But  as 
virtue  and  submission  to  the  laws  are  essential  to  a  republick, 
and  form  the  only  sure  basis  of  its  prosperity,  these  qualifica- 
tions must,  I  think,  be  in  a  peculiar  manner  requisite  in  those, 
who  are  appointed  to  offices  in  such  a  government;  for  a  man, 
who  is  not  under  the  inftuence  of  moral  principleSj  can  have  no 
just  claim  to  the  public  confidence. 


16 
•  •  •  • 

THere  is  perhaps  no  opinion,  which  has  more  gencraHy 
prevailed  amoiig  civilized  nations,  than  that  religious  princi- 
ples in  the  people  are  essential  to  morality,  and  a  principal 
support  onawful  government;  and  that  the  obligatioTi  to  piety  is 
imposed  on  man  by  his  nature.  If,  lately,  opinions  opposite  to 
these  are  patronized,  and  revealed  religion,. in  particular,  is  re- 
presented as  unfriendly  to  individual  or  social  happiness,  it  be- 
comes those  who  believe  the  truth  of  Christianity,  to  endeavour  to 
p^revent  the  progress  of  these  doctrines  of  unbelief  by  every  mild- 
and  prudent  method  ;  by  promoting  institutions  for  the  general 
diffusion  of  knowledge  ;  by  excluding  vicious  and  profligate 
persons  from  the  employment  of  instructing  youth  ;  by  en- 
couraging and  supporting  public  teachers  of  piety,  religion  and 
morality;,  and  by  exemplifying,  in  their  own  conduct,  the  ge- 
nuino- effects  of  that  religion,  which  they  regard  as  the  purest 
source  of  human  felicity* 

Permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  assure  you,  that  I  shall  be  so- 
licitous to  fulfil  the  expectations,  which  my  fellow-citizens 
have  a  right  to  form,  of  my  zeal  for  their  service;  and  that  I 
shv.ll  cheerfully  concur  witli  yon,  in  any  measures,  that  may 
be  calculated  to  secure  to  them  the  benefits  of  a  mild  and  just 
government.  And  may  the  Almighty  succeed  our  mutual  en- 
deavour, to  render  the  people  of  this  commonwealth  pros^ 
parous  and  happy. 

CALEB  STRONG. 


ANSWER  OF  THE  SENATE. 


May  it  phase  your  Excdkncyy 

THE  senate,  with  particular  and  sincere  satisfaction,  ofr 
fer  you  their  congratulations  upon  your  election  to  the  chief 
magistracy  of  the  commonwealth.  Your  fellow-citizen^,  by 
their  free  and  uninfluenced  suffrages,  have  called  you  to  pre- 
side in  their  councils,  and  constituted  you  their  political  father. 
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We  rejoice,  in  common  with  the  frienJs  of  virtue,  patriotism 
and  religion,  in  this  distinguished  mark  of  their  affection  and 
confidence;  and  we  indulge  the  pleasing  expectation  and  be- 
lief, that  your  administration  will  be  guided  by  that  spirit  of 
mildness,  and  that  unshaken  attachment  to  the  government  and 
its  laws,  which,  during  a  long  series  of  public  services,  yoU^nava 
so  eminently  manifested. 

The  loss,  which  our  country  has  lately  sustained,  by  the 
death  of  some  of  its  most  worthy  aud  beloved  citizens,  is  a  sub- 
ject of  mournful  regret,  and  affords  a  solemn  lesson  to  those 
who  are  called  to  succeed  them  in  places  of  honour  and  prefer- 
ment. And  we  trust  that  its  instructive  and  afiecting  influ- 
ence will  have  a  tendency  to  double  their  zeal  in  the  cause  of 
viitue  and  their  country.  The  removal  of  the  late  governour 
Sumner  by  death  was  indeed  an  afflicting  event.  -Amiable 
and  exemplary  in  private  life;  punctual,  intelligent,  vigilant, 
and  patriotic  in  his  public  functions,  he  would  long  have  conti- 
nued the  friend,  the  ornament,  and  the  pride  of  his  fellow-citi- 
zens, if  their  aftections  and  prayers  could  have  prolonged  his 
"Useful  and  valuable  life. 

America  has  lost  in  Gen.  WAsniNGTOTf  her  first  and 
best  friend  ;  and  the  world,  a  disinterested  and  an  enlightened 
benefactor  !  That  such  a  man,  under  Providence,  Vvas  the 
founder  of  our  government,  and  the  able  and  faithful  guardian 
of  its  rights  ;  that  he  conducted  its  armies  to  victory,  and  its 
citizens  to  independence  and  happiness  ;  that  he  stood  firm  and 
iincorrupted  at  the  helm  of  the  nation,  amidst  the  storms  of 
party,  and  tiie  dangerous  and  uncertain  operation  of  systems  of 
experiment;  that  he  triumphed  over  vice,  anarchy  and  the 
enemies  of  public  order  ;  that  he  has  transmitted  to  posterity 
a  new  and  great  example  of  private  and  patriotic  virtue,  and 
theiein  an  inheritance,  which,  if  rightly  improved,  will  extend 
its  happy  influence  to  remotest  posterity  ;  and  that  he- closed 
the  career  of  a  life  devoted  to  his  country  and  the  good  of 
mankind,  with  the  hopes  and  joys  of  a  philosoi)her  and  a  chris- 
tian ; — are  considerations  v/hich  oui^ht,  amidst  the  universal  sor- 
row for  his  loss,. to  create  in  the  breast  of  every  American,  not 
only  the  highest  gratitude,  but  an  unaUeiiitlc  attachment  to 
his  country's  welfare. 

B  2 
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We  realize,  with  your  excellency,  and  our  fellow-citizens 
at  large,  the  loss  sustained  by  the  death  of  the  late  lieutenant 
govcrnour..  The  early  friends  of  American  freedom  will  long 
remember,  with  gratitude,  his  zeal  and  faithfulness  in  her  cause. 
His  reward  has  been  the  unequivocal"  testimony  of  the  e^eem 
of  his  fellow  citizens,  by  their  repeated  and  unanimous  elections 
to  the  second  office  in  their  gift. 

Whatever  may  be  the  event  of  ournegociations  with  the 
French  government,  it  will  be  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  the- 
people  of  the  United  States,  that  every  measure  has  been  a-- 
dopted,  which  wisdom  and  prudence  could  dictate,  to  recon-^^ 
cile  our  differences  in  an  amicable  manner.  Having  been  pa- 
tient under  multiplied  and  aggravated  encroachments  upon  our 
rights  as  a  neutral  nation,  we  have  the  fullest: confidence,  that" 
the  independent  and  enlightened  citizens  of  America  will  cheer- 
fully submit  to  every  measure  and  duty>.  which  the  safety  and 
honour  of  their  country  may  demand..  We  cordially  unite  with, 
your  excellency,  in  opinion,  that  the  restoration  of  harmony, 
will  greatly  depend  upon  our  preparations  for  defence.  And, 
when  the  faithful  pen  of  history  shal  Irecord  our  sincere  and 
ardent  desires  for  reconciliation  and  peace,,  may  it  also  record, 
the  grateful  acknowledgments  of  Americans,, to  the  Author  of/ 
every  "  good  and  perfect  gift, T  for  the  blessings  of  the  best  go- 
vernment by  which  society  has  ever  been  united. 

The  senate  receive  and  reciprocate,  with  great  satisfac- 
tion and  sincerity,  your  excellency's  sentiments  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  morality  and  religion. 

Our  aacesfcors  early  recognized  the  great; and  important' 
truth,  that  religion. and  good -goverimient  are  intimately. con- 
nected, and  must  stand  or  feiU  together, 

Ifs  the  people  of  N^w- England  have  experienced  great 
prosperity,, or  manifested  an  attachment  to  the  interests  of 
science,  beyond  any  former  example^  it  i.s evidently  ihe salutary, 
result  of  those  -institutions  of  religion  and  learning,.\vhich  were  a- 
mong  the  first  works  oftheir  pious  and  patriotic  founders.  We 
lament,  with  deep  regret,  the  disposition  of  any  of  our  citizens,, 
to  (U  part  from  the  ancient  manners  and  habits  of  our  country. 
Ill  a  government  like  ours,  which  can  be  supported  only,  hy 
the  virtue  and  the  intelligence  orthe  pcopley  its  foundation  is 
essentially  undermined  and  endangered;  by  a  propensity. to  in-^ 
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novation  and  licentiousness.  We  shall  consider  it  among  tEe 
first  duties  of  the  legislature  to  endeavour,  by  every  rational  and' 
constitutional  method,  io  check  it*  alarming  progress  ;  and  we 
feel  a  sincere  and  unfeigned  gratification,,  that- the  principles 
and  example  of  your  excellency,  -will  not  ojiJy  have  a  tenden- 
cy to  support  and  encourage  tb«  friends  of  r-eligion,  but  also  to 
reclaim  its  deluded  enemies. 

The  good  effects  of  our  ancient  religious  institutions  have 
been.so  Ion©  and  so  amply  experienced,  that  we  ardently  hope 
the  legislature  will  consider  their  support  and  encouragement 
among  the  first  objects  of  its  care  r-and  that  the  people  at 
large  will  be  enabled  toform  a  just  estimate  of  their  nature 
and  excellence. 

Your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  accept  the  assurances 
of  the  senate,  of  their  cordial  wishes  for  the  success  of  your 
administration  ;  and  we  join  with  you  in  the  splemn  supplica- 
tion, that  the  "  Almighty  may  succeed  our  mutual  endeavours 
to  render  the  people  of  the  commonwealth  prosperous  and- 
happy.''' 


ANSWER  OF  THE  HOUSE   OF  REPRESENTATIVESi 


May  it  please  ycntr  Excellency, 

THE  invitation  of  the  citizens  of  a  State  »o  large  and  re>* 
spcctable  as  that  of  Massachusetts^  at  a  moment  so  interesting, 
as  the  present,  to  fill  the  important  office  of  its  chief  magistrate, 
as  it  evinces  tiie  public  opinion  of  the  virtues  and  talents  of  the 
man  thus  distinguished,  must  be  highly  gratifying  to  a  patrio- 
tic mind. 

The  integrity  and-ahility  with  which  you  have  perform- 
ed the  various  duties  of  the  hiiih  and  important  stations,  ia 
which  you  have  been  placed,  leavxj  us  no  room  to  doubt,  that 
you  will  till  yojur  prej^ent  dignified  ofiice  with  reputation  to 
yourself».and  satisfaction  to  the  commnnity,  notwithstanding 
the  apprehensions,  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  expre&Sv — 
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Indeed  our  expectations  are  raised,  from  our  past  observation, 
that  diffidence,  virtue,  and  talents  are  almost  inseparable  com- 
panions. 

If  errours,  from  which  no  mortal  is  exempt,  should  eludp 
your  excellency's  wisdom,  you  may  place  a  just  reliance  on 
the  candoui  and  magnanimity  of  your  fellow  citizens.  As  the 
mistakes  of  virtue,  they  would  obliterate  them  from  their  re- 
collection, 

7  he  occasion  unavoidably  obtrudes  upon  our  reflections 
the  unexampled  losses,  we  have  lately  sustained,  by  the  decease 
of  some  of  our  most  respected  fellow-citizens.  By  the  death 
of  our  late  excellent  governour,  this  State  was  deprived  of  a 
man,  who  was  greatly  and  deservedly  esteemed  in  private,  and. 
highly  ri'sy^ected  in  public  life.  Since  which  afflictive  dispen- 
sation, the  whole  nation  has  been  called  to  lament  the  loss  of 
the  illustrious  Washington,  the  first  and  best  of  men  ;  and 
however  vain  would  be  the  attempt  to  rival  his  singular  great- 
ness and  attainments,  yet  his  iiitegrity,  his  purity,  his  unaffect- 
ed piety,  his  respect  for  religious  institutioi  s,  and  his  zeal  for 
the  public  good,  may,  and  ought  to  be  imitated  by  all. 

We  regret,  with  your  excellency,  the  recent  death  of  our 
chief  magistrate,  the  lieutenant  governour.  An  early,  decid- 
ed, and  firm  friend  to  the  rights  of  his  country,  who  long  ex- 
perienced the  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens,  in  various  high, 
and  disting;iiished  oiifices  in  the  commonwealth. 

Quitting  the^e  subjects  of  mournful  regret,  we  ought  to 
cherish  the  most  fervent  gratitude  to  the  Supreme  Being — that 
we  enjoy  the  blessings  of  a  tree  and  undisturbed  government  ; 
that  the  laws  are  respected  ;  and  that  notwithstandmg  any  di- 
versity of  political  opinion,  internal  tranquillity,  domestic  hap- 
piness, 20od  humour  and  kind  offices  so  generally  prevail  a*- 
xnong  the  citizens  of  this  commonwealth. 

While  cnrna^ie  and  desolation,  with  unusual  fury,  have  laid 
waste  some  ot  the  fairest  portions  of  Europe,  it  has  pleased  Di- 
Tin«*  Pr  »vidence  to  p'^rmit  this  country  to  progress  in  the  culti- 
Tation  of  those  usetiil  arts,  which  enrich  and  ameliorate  the 
condition  of  mun 

liiviied  by  their  resources,  their  extensive  sea-coa;?t  and 
their  chi.racttMi>jtic  enterprise,  to  embark  largely  in  a  com- 
merce rendeied  doably  protitabie  by  their  neutrality,  the  U- 
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trade  by  unprovoked  infractions  of  the  law  of  naUons.  Withia- 
the  last  few  years,  these  injuries  have  proceeded  from  a  nation, 
for  whom  Ave  had  cherished  the  most  friendiy  sentiments;  and 
the  most  concilia* ing  measures  to  obtain  redress,  which  human 
wisdom  could  devise,  have  been  pursued  without  success.  We 
did  not  even  pkce  ourselves  in  a  posture  of  defence,  until  the 
roused  feelings  of  the  American  people  taught  them  a  senti* 
ment  which  the  late  president  had  often  and  in  vain  addressed 
to  their  understandings,  "  that,  if  we  desire  peace,  it  must  be 
known  that  we  are  prepared  for  war." 

The  history  of  our  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  will  be 
the  lasting,  record  of  the  purity,  the  impartiality,  the  pacific 
poHcy,  the  wisdom  and  the  prudence  of  the  executive  authority 
of  the  United  States.  It  must  be  satisfactory  to  know,  that 
hopes  are  entertained,  that  the  existing  negociation  with  the 
French  government  will  put  an  end  to  the  injuries  we  have  so 
loiig  and  so  justly  complained  of.  Every  eiilightencd  frie-tnl  to 
his  country  must  ardently  desire  that  we  may  not  be  compelled 
to  renounce  the  advantages  of  our  neutral  situation.  However, 
the  event  is  in  the  haad  of  God;  and,  let  it  terminate  as  it 
may,  it  is  the  duty  of  all  good  citizens  to  adhere  to  the  go- 
vernment of  their  choice,  and  to  submit  with  cheerfulness  to 
those  expenses,  which  have  been  the  price  of  their  security. — 
If,  in  the  issue  of  our  controversy  with  France,  we  should  not 
have  occasion  to  resort  to  arms,  it  may  be  attributed,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  the  spirited  preparations,  which  we  had  made  for 
resistance. 

We  agree  with  your  excellency,  that  the  constitution 
has  summarily  pointed  out  the  great  duties  of  Legislatures  and 
magistrates;  and  if,  in  the  discharge  of  our  respective  trusts, 
we  adhere  to  the  spirit,  as  well  as  the  letter  of  that  constitu- 
tion,, we  may  reasonably  flatter  ourselves,,  that  "  public- and, 
private  charity,  industry  and  frugality,  honesty  and  punctuali- 
ty, sincerity,  good  humour,  and  all  social  affections  and  gene- 
rous sentiments,"  will  prevail  among  the  people. 

As  the  distribution  of  public  employments  depends,  in  a 
great  raeasuie,  upon  the  first  executive  magistrate,  we  felicitata. 
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ourselves  and  our  fellow  citizens,  upon  the  elrction  of  a  man, 
who. will,  with  tiie  strictest  impartiality,  select  and  reward  su- 
pcriour  talents  and  meritorious  j-ervices,  when  accompanied  by 
a  virtuous  lite,  and  moral  and  religious  principles. 

No  opinion  has  been  more  prevalent  among  civilized  na- 
tions, and  we  believe  none  better  founded,  than  that  "  religious 
princij)les  in  the  people  are  essential  to  morality,  and  the  sup- 
port of  lav.tul  government;  and  th.it  the  obligation  to  piety  i» 
imposed  on  man  by  his  nature.'^  It  lately  these  opinioiw  have 
been  ridiculed,  and  demoralizing  philosophers  have  patronized 
sentiments  diametrically  opposite;  if  the  authenticity  of  re- 
vealed religion  has  been  ojx-nly  denied,  and  its  doctrines  repre- 
sented as  unfriendly  to  social  or  irtdividnal  happiness  ;  if  the 
Author  of  our  holy  religion  has  been  vilitied  in  some  coun- 
tries, and  man  reduobd  to  a  level  with  the  brute  creation,  by 
denying  the  immortality  of  the  soul ;  it  becomes  us,  who  haviS 
80  Intidy  und  m  golfmnly  profeibed  our  belii^f  of  the  truths  of 
chriMlanity,  to  endeavour  to  prevent  the  progress  of  these  prin- 
ciples of  infidelity,  by  every  mild  and  prudent  measure;  by 
promoting  the  nieans  of  general  knowledge  and  information  j 
by  excluding  vicious  and  profligate  persons  from  the  instruc- 
tion of  youth  ;  by  encouraging  and  supporting,  honourably,  pub- 
lic teachers  of  religion  and  morality,  and  more  especially,  en- 
forcing by  example,  the  effects  of  that  pure  religion,  which  we 
regard  as  the  surest  source  of  human  felicity. 

In  your  excellency's  laudable,  patriotic  and  zealous  ex- 
ertions for  the  public  good,  we  place  the  fullest  coniidence  ; 
and  we  doubt  not  your  ready  concurrence  in  every  measure 
tending  to  secure  to  the  people  the  benefits  of  a  mild  and  just 
government ;  and  we  must  cordially  join  with  your  excellen- 
cy, in  supplicating  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  nations  to  succeed 
our  mutual  endeavours  to  promote  the  peace,  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  this  commonwealth. 
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»Y   HIS   EXCELLENCY   CALEB   STRONG,    ESQUmX, 

Governour  of  theCominonxvealth  of  Massachusetts, 

A  PROCLAMATION 

Ton  A  DAY  OF  PUB'UCK  THANKSGIVING. 

IT  being  the  duty  of  a  people  at  all  liines  to  acknowledge 
the  Providence  of  Almiahty  God,  and  to  lecoHect  his  benefits 
with  gratitude,  especially  in  seasons  of  publick  peace  and  pros- 
perity; and  it  having  been  the  invariable  u^age  of  our  pious 
ancestors,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  to  devctre  a  day  to  the  ser- 
vice and  praise  of  that  Great  and  Gracious  Being,  v/ho  is  the 
object  of  all  duty,  and  whose  tender  mercies  are  over  all  His 
works  ; — 

I  have  therefore  thought  fit,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
confent  of  the  council,  to  appoint  Thursday,  the  twenty-se^ 
venth  day  of  November  next,  to  be  observed  by  the  people  of 
this  commonwealth,  as  a  day  of  public  thanksgiving, — hereby 
calling  upun  ministers  and  people  of  every  denomination  to 
assemble  on  said  day,  that  we  may  unitedly  pay  our  grateful 
and  atiectionate  homage  to  the  Author  of  all  good,  for  His  dis- 
tinguishing kindness  to  our  forefathers,  and  to  us  ;  in  pro- 
viding  them  a  refuge  from  oppression,  and  protecting  them 
when  surrounded  with  innumerable  dangers  |  in  blessing  them 
with  civil  liberty  and  the  light  and  influence  of  the  gosj.el,  and 
disposing  them  to  nurture  iheir  posterity  in  the  love  ol  learn" 
ing.  virtue  and  rational  freedom  ; — in  supporting  wi  througiuhe 
difliculties  of  the  late  revolution,  and  giving  us  wisdom  to  es^ 
tablish  constitiitions  favourable  to  liberty  and  happiness  ;  ia 
prospering  the  adnunistration  of  government,  and  preserving 
the  important  life  of  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  Union  ;  in  eJC" 
empting  us,  during  the  last  year,  from  the  calamities  of  war, 
and  from  wasting  sickness  and  every  desolating  judgment ;  and 
in  suceeedirg  the  labors  of  the  husbandman,  and  crowning  the 
year  with  its  truitb ;  and  for  that  degree  of  protection  and  pros~ 
perity  which  he  has  been  pleased  to  afford  to  our  commerce^ 
navigation  and  fisheries  :  tor  the  progress  of  literature  and  the 
useful  aits;  for  the  numerous  bountios  of  his  Providence,  and 
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^aTl  that  variety  which  sii^")porls  or  delights  our  lives  ;  and  espe- 
cially for  tlie  Llessl^lgs  oi  the  gospel  of  His  Son,  who  has  brought 
life  and  immortality  to  light. 

And  together  with  tla-se  grateful  acknowledgments,  that 
we  humbly  c-.nfess  our  unwortniness,  and  present  our  suppli- 
cations t(;  the  God  of  Mercy,  to  pardon  our  multiplied  sins, 
and  continue  His  protection  and  favor  to  the -United  States: 
to  guitie  the  national  and  st^ite  gov^rnm-eats  in  ways  of  integ- 
rity and  safety  ;  and  preserve  the  people  from  faction  and  li- 
centiousness ;  to  smile  upon  our  university,  colleges  and 
schools  of  learning;  and  prosper  our  agriculture,  'manufac- 
tures and  commerce  ;  to  promote  a  spirit  of  industry,  sobriety, 
and  frugality,  and  the  belief  and  practice  of  true  religion,  that 
ve  may  have  the  blessedness  of  the  nation  whose  God  is  the 
iord,  and  the  people  whom  he  has  chosen  for  his  own  inheri- 
tance ;  That  the  world  may  become  more  worthy  of  happiness, 
by  the  prevalence  of  humanity  and  benevolent  affections  among 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth.;  that  the  peaceful  Jcingdom  of 
of  the  Kedeemer  may  prevail  universally,  without  rivalship  or 
ppposition  ;  and  that  there  may  be  none  to  hurt  or  destroy. 

And  1  earnestly  recommend  to  the  people  of  this  State,  to 
-abstain  from  all  labour  and  recreation  unsuitable  to  the  solemn- 
ities of  the-&aid  day. 

Given  at  the  council  chamber  in  Boston,  this  trven- 
ty-sixth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our 
.Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred;  and  in  the 
t\\enty-finh  year  of  the  independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

CALEB  STRONG. 

Bt/  His  Exccllencfs  command,  xtiih  the  ) 
advice  and  comcni  of  Councit,        3 

JOHN  AVERY,  Secretary, 

GOD  save  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
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SPEECH 

DELIVERED  NOVE^MBER  1-i,  1800. 

dentlemcn  of  the  SenatCy  and 

GcntlcjJien  of  the  Home  of  Representatives, 

AS  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  a  nation  essentially  de- 
pend on  the  character  of  their  magistrates,  and  the  wisdom 
with  which  their  government  is  adminibtcred  ;  the  object  of 
your  present  session  must  be  highly  interesting,  not  only  to 
our  constituents,  but  to  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States. 

The  time  approaches,  when,  by  their  constitution  and  law, 
the  election  of  their  president  and  vice  president  must  be  com- 
pleted ;  and  you  are  now  assembled  to  take  the  measures  that 
are  previously  necessary,  on  the  part  of  this  commonwealth,  to 
accomplish  that  important  purpose.  You  will  endeavour  to  se- 
lect those,  who  are  to  give  the  ultimate  suftVages  of  the  State, 
from  the  best  informed  citizens,  and  the  friends  of  order  and 
good  government.  ^lay  that  wise  and  gracious  Providence, 
which  has  hitherto  guided  and  sustained  tlu;  American  people, 
preside  in  3'our  deliberations,  and  direct  the  result  of  them. 

Although  I  have  the  pleasure  to  observe  that  tranquillity 
generally  prevails  through  the  commonwealth,  yet  it  is  my  du- 
ty to  state  to  you,  that  by  letters  and  affidavits,  which  the  se- 
cretary will  lay  before  you,  it  appears  that, since  the  last  session  of 
the  general  court,  a  number  of  persons  in  the  county  of  Hancock 
have,  in  a  violent  manner,  obstructed  the  business  of  surveying 
land  in  that  county,  by  hring  upon  and  dangerously  wounding 
a  surveyor  and  chainman  who  were  employed  in  that  service.— 
The  necessity  of  suppressing  disorders  ot  such  fatal  tendency  is 
obvious.  Indeed  the  persons  guilty  of  these  outrai;es  were 
concealed,  or  in  disguise  ;  but  they  are  supposed  to  have  been 
actuated  by  a  spirit  of  resistance  to  the  law  ;  which  would  be 
increased  and  emboldened  by  an  appearance  of  unconccrned- 
ness  on  the  part  of  the  government  to  restrain  or  j.unish  it. 

From  the  reports  of  several  of  the  major-gcrerals,  I  am 
happy  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that  tlie  militia  of  the  com- 
monwealth arc  in  a  state  of  unusual  improvement.  A  large 
u 
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proportion  of  them  arc  completely  equipped  and  uniformed ; 
and  in  the  course  of  the  late  reviews  their  discipline  and  su- 
bordination reflected  honor  on  the  officers  and  soldiers,  and  en- 
tilled  them  to  peculiar  commendation.  With  a  militia  thus 
trained,  and  animated  with  military  ardor,  through  the  Union, 
America  will  not  hesitate  to  assert  her  national  .rights,  nor  be 
unable  to  defend  them,  when  they  are  invaded. 

I  presume  you  will  not  be  willing  to  protract  a  session,  at 
this  unusual  season  of  the  year,  by  attending  to  business  that 
may  conveniently  be  postponed  to  the  time,  when  you  will  meet 
for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  legislation. 

CALEB  STRONG. 


ANSWER  OF  THE  SENATE. 


May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

IT  having  been  generally  understood  that  the  object  of  the 
legislature,  in  assem  bling  at  this  season  of  the  year,  is  the  appoint- 
ment of  electors  of  president  and  vice-president  of  the  United 
States  ;  the  senate  do  not  contemplate  engaging  in  any  other  busi- 
ness which  can  conveniently  be  deferred  to  another  session.  And 
sincerely  do  we  accord  with  you  in  the  prayer  that  our  suf- 
frages may  be  bestowed  on  the  friends  of  order  and  good  go- 
vernment, and  tliat  the  result  may  promote  the  best  interests 
of  OJLir  country. 

It  is  matter  of  regret,  that  any  of  our  fellow-citizens 
should  be  so  lost  to  a  sense  of  their  duty  and  interest,  as  to  set 
the  power  of  the  goveniiivent  at  defiance,  and  oppose  their  in- 
dividual strength  to  that  of  the  community.  So  far  as  may  de- 
pend on  us,  your  excellency  may  be  assured  that  proper 
means  will  be  adopted  to  suppress  such  pernicious  evils. 

We  are  gratified  with  the  information  which  your  excel- 
lency has  communicated  with  respect  to  the  improved  state  of 
our  militia.  We  feel  confident  that  so  much  dependence  is  to 
be  placed  on  their  dicipline,  courage  and  patriofibm,  that  iheii* 
country  has  more  tp  fear  from  the  arts  than  from  the  arms  of 
her  enemies. 
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ANSWER  OF  THE  HOUSE. 


May  it  pleaf^e  your  Excellency, 

THE  house  of  representatives  concur  with  your  excel- 
lency in  the  sentiment  that  the  object  of  their  present  session 
is  highly  interesting,  not  only  to  our  imniecliato  constituents, 
but  to  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States  since  the  wellare 
and  prosperity  of  a  nation  essentially  depend  on  the  character 
of  their  magistrates,  and  the  wisdom  with  which  their  govern- 
ment is  administered.  Seriously  impressed  with  this  sentiment, 
it  shall  be  our  zealous  endeavour  to  select  those  who  are  to  give 
their  suffrages  in  this  state  in  the  ensuing  important  election, 
from  the  best  informed  citizens,  who  have  afforded  jiroofs 
of  their  attachment  to  order  and  good  government.  And  may 
that  wise  and  gracious  Providence,  which  has  hitherto  directed 
the  councils,  and  prospered  the  exertions  cf  the  American 
people,  overrule  and  direct  our  deliberations  upon  this  occasi- 
on for  the  public  good. 

While  we  learn,  with  satisfaction,  that  tranquillity  gener- 
ally prevails  throughout  the  commonwealth,  v/e  receive  with 
legret,  the  painful  information,  that  in  one  county  som.e  mis- 
guided and  deluded  citizens  have  been  guilty  of  violent  infrac- 
tit)ns  of  the  peace  of  the  commonwealth,  and  have  manifested 
a  spirit  of  resistance  to  the  law. 

Your  excellency,  and  the  good  citizens  of  the  State,  may 
be  assureii  that  this  house  will  co-operatf  in  all  proper  mea- 
sures to  detect  and  punish  all  such  enormities  already  com- 
mitted, and  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  the  commission  of 
them  in  future  :  for  they  are  fully  convinced,  with  your  excel- 
lency, that  indifference  on  the  part  of  the  government  will  serve 
to  embolden  the  ofi'->nders,  and  to  invite,  by  a  hope  of  impuni- 
ty, the  repetition  of  similar  outrages. 

The  unusually  improved  state  of  the  militia,  which  your 
excellency  has  noticed,  must  be  highly  gratifying  to  every 
friend  to  the  rights  and  dignity  of  our  country  ;  for  with  a  mi- 
litia thus  trained,  and  animated  with  patriotic  and  military  ar- 
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<lour,Amorica  will  not  licsitate  toa.ssert,  nor  be  unable  to  defend, 
Iier  national  rights,  against  any  invader, 

'J'lic  important  object  of  ivitional  election  liavin^  been 
the  sole  occasion  of  ^the  present  extraordinary  session,  and  the 
habits  and  conveniences  of  the  citizens  requiring  a  meeting  of 
the  legislature  at  a  later  season,  we  sliall  endeavour  ro  make 
the  present  session  as  short,  and  as  little  burdensome  to  the 
people  as  possible. 


SPEECH 

DELIVERED  JANUARY  13,  1801. 

Gentlemen  of  flic  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

■  TIIK  favourable  situation  of  <uir  fellow-citizens  and  the  ap- 
pearances of  general  and  progressive  im])rovemcnt,  u'hich  pre- 
sent themselves  to  our  view  in  the  various  parts  of  the  com- 
monwealth, afford  us  5ulijects  of  mutual  congratulation. 

In  the  course  of  the  last  year,  tJie  seasons,  through  the 
greater  part  of  our  country,  have  been  fruitful  ;  our  trade  and 
Jisheries  were  generally  prosperous,  and  the  people  of  this  State 
liave  not  again  been  visited  with  that  alarn-iing  disease  whicli 
has  fatally  prevailed  in  some  parts  of  the  United  States,  These, 
and  many  other  providential  blessings,  will,  on  this  occasion, 
occur  to  our  remembrance,  and  demand  the  gratitude  of  our 
hearts. 

Vi\it  while  we  rejoice  in  the  public  prosperity,  it  will  be 
our  duty  to  reflect,  that  we  owe  to  our  fellow  citizens  our  vi- 
gilant and  faithful  endeavors  to  preserve  therr  present  advanta- 
ges, and  promote  their  lasting  reputation  and  interest:  to 
check  the  growth  of  vice  and  impiety  ;  to  cherish  the  institutions 
for  moral  instruction  and  theeducation  of  youth  ;  and  to  main- 
tain the  principles  of  justice,  and  provide  for  its  equal  admin- 
istration in  every  part  of  the  commonwealth. 

At  the  same  time  our  obligations  to  support  the  federal 
constitution   will   require   u>«  to   attend    to  the  public  national 
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affairs,  and  endoavor  to  difiuse  correct  information  concerning 
them  among  our  fellow-citizens;  -to  remove  groundless  preju- 
dices ;  to  discountenaiice  the  spirit  of  party,  and  undue  at- 
tachment to  any  foreign  natron  ;  ^nd  to  do  all  in  our  power  to 
increase  the  respectability  of  the  American  character. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  war  in  Europe,  it  has 
been  the  policy  of  the  general  government  to  cultivate  peace 
with  all  nations ;  to  observe  an  exact  neutrality  between  the 
powers  at  war  ;  and,  by  the  fulfilment  of  treaties  and  respect 
for  the  law  of  nations,  to  maintain  itself  in  that  impartial  course, 
which  its  duty  and  interest  prescribed.  But,  notwithstanding 
these  cautious  measures,  our  intercourse  with  other  nations 
has  been  obstructed  ;  and,  to  justify  these  obstructions,  our 
respect  for  the  duties,  owing  from  one  nation  to  another,  has  at 
different  times  been  drawn  into  question  by  one  or  other  of  the 
belligerent  powers. 

At  length  a  regard  to  the  public  safety  compelled  the  go- 
vernment to  have  recourse  to  dclensive  measures  ;  and  the 
success  of  our  infant  navy,  in  preventing  depredations  upon  our 
commerce,  will  serve  to  convince  the  people  that  a  maritime 
defence  will  be  the  most  easy  and  eflficacious,  whenever  their 
rights  shall  be  in  danger  from  external  enemies. 

The  predicament  of  a  neutral  people  is  frequently  deli- 
cate and  hazardous  ;  for,  when  a  war  is  prosecuted  with  great 
acrimony,  the  contending  parties  are  extremely  apt  to  consi- 
^r  those  who  are  not  for  them,  as  against  them.  But,  what- 
ever apology  may  be  formed  for  wrongs  that  proceed  from  the 
heat  of  passion,  there  can  be  none  for  deliberate  and  authorized 
injuries:  still,  however,  an  honorable  accommodation  is  always 
to  be  preferred  to  a  state  of  hostility  ;  for  a  wise  and  humane  go- 
vernment will  never  resort  to  the  calamitous  expedient  of  war, 
•until  every  advance  towards  a  leconciliation,  which  the  nation- 
al dignity  will  permit,  has  proved  ineflfectual. 

it  must,  1  think,  be  allowed,  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  cases  f  allude  to,  has  conducted  -with 
nvoderation,  ^nd  with  a  maiiitest  preference  of  mild  andpacitic 
measures.  While  preparations  were  made  for  the  unhappy  al- 
ternative of  war,  no  method,  consistent  with  the  public  safety, 
was  left  unattempted,  to  obtain  justice  by  negocialion. 
C  2 
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Before  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  was  adopted, 
the  union  between  them  had  become  little  more  than  nominal  ; 
they  had  interfering  interests^  and,  in  some  cases,  were  hardly 
restrained  from  expressions  of  mutual  resentment.  The  Con- 
f;ress  at  that  time  was  only  authorized  to  make  requisitions  up- 
on the  several  States,  and  the  latter  exercised  the  privilege  of 
refusing  to  comply  with  those  requisitii)ns.  If  this  state  of 
things  had  continued  during  the  disturbances  in  Europe,  it  is 
scarcely  to  be  supposed  that  all  the  States  would  have  remain- 
ed neutral  ;  it  is  not  unlikely,  that,  from  accident  or  motives  of 
partiality  or  mistaken  interest,  they  would  have  arranged  them- 
selves under  opposite  standards.  The  possibility  of  such  an  e- 
vent  must,  in  our  estimation,  enhance  the  value  of  that  form 
of  government  which  has  connected  us  together. 

But  it  has  been  often  said^  that,  however  well  adapted  the 
constitution  was  to  our  circumstances,  the  administration  of 
government  uader  it  has  been  injurious  to  tlie  public  welfare, 
and  has  abounded  with  errors  either  from  ignorance  or  design. 
If  the  present  improved  condition  of  our  country,  do  not  re- 
fute these  sussfestions,  it  might  be  unavailing  to  point  out  par- 
ticular measures,  that  would  seem  to  entitle  the  rulers  of  the 
nation    to  our  regard  and  confidence. 

The  people  of  this  State,  however,  will  recollect,  that, 
^vhen  the  constitution  was  formed,  they  were  oppressed  with 
an  almost  insupportable  w^eightof  taxes,  and  that  with  all  their 
exertions  it  was  difficult  for  them  to  pay  the  interest  of  the 
State  debt.  By  the  settlement  of  the  public  accounts,  and  the 
assumption  of  the  balance  due  to  us  by  the  national  govern- 
ment, we  are  relieved  from  the  burden  ;.  and  you  will  find  by 
a  statement  of  the  treasurer,  which  will  be  laid  before  you, 
that  our  present  debt  may  soon  be  cancelled,  if  measures  for 
that  purpose  should  be  preferred  to  the  payment  of  the  rate  of 
interest  which  the  public  creditors  are  entitled  to  ;  and  that  no 
unusual  taxes  will  be  necessary. 

A  report  of  the  Quarter-Master-General,-  which  will  alsa 
Le  laid  before  you,  will  shew,  that  the  State  has  a  large  sup-, 
ply  of  military  stores  and  warlike  implements,  which  may  be 
used,  if  there  shall  be  occasion,  by  our  well  organized  militia 
for   the  public  defence.      You  will   direct  such  measures  to 


be  taken  for  securing  the  exposed  property  mentioned  in  the 
report,  as  the  interest  of  the  commonwealth  may  require. 

That  the  laws  may  be  duly  executed,  permit  me  to  sug- 
gest the  expediency  of  making  some  additional  provision  for 
suppressing  lotteries,  which  are  not  established  or  allowed  by 
the  Legislature.  The  importance  too  of  our  Inspection  Laws 
will  require  ^he  most  effectual  methods  to  prevent  or  punish  a 
vifjlation  of  them.  Perhaps  it  will  be  found  necessary  in  both 
cases  to  authorize  prosecutions  by  a  grand  jury. 

Our  constituents  now  enjoy  peace  and  tranquillity,  and 
are  protected  by  standing  laws,  which  are  designed  to  secure 
them  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  their  labour,  against 
every  species  of  injustice  or  oppression.  Whatever  more  can 
be  done  to  meliorate  their  condition,  or  increase  their  security, 
you.  Gentlemen  will  now  attempt  to  do. 

The  success  of  your  labours  will  very  much  depend  upon 
your  influence  and  example,  in  promoting  good  order  among 
the  people,  and  producing  a  compliance  with  the  regulations 
you  may  think  proper  to  adopt.  The  most  excellent  laws  will 
be  of  no  use,  if  they  are  not  observed  ;  and  they  will  not  be 
observed  by  the  people,  unless  tJiey  are  respected  by  those  who 
make  and  execute  them. 

1  shall  transmit  to  you,  Gentleinen,  by  particular  messa- 
ges, any  information  of  i^nportance  which  I  may  be  able  to 
communicate. 

From  the  good  agreement,  which  appeared  in  the  former 
sessions,  I  have  no  donbt,  that  your  deliberations  at  this  time 
will  be  condiKTted  with  candor  ;  and,  I  trust,  they  will  produce 
important  benefits  to  our  fellow- citizens.  So  far  as  my  duty  is 
concerned,  you  may  be  assured  of  all  the  co-operation  that  can' 
result  from  a  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  the  commonwealth,  and  a 
disposition  to  promote  harmony  in  the  several  branches  of  the 
government. 

CALEB  STRONG. 
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ANSWER  OF  THE  SENATE*  - 


May  it  'please  your  Excellency y 

THE  senate  of  Massachusetts  receive  with  great  satisfac- 
tion your  excellency's  address  to  both  houses  of  the  legisla- 
ture. We  consider  it,  as  affording  new  proof,  not  only  of  the 
wisdom,  but  of  the  purity  of  intention,  by  which  you  are  gov- 
erned. 

We  have  abundant  cause  of  gratitude  for  the  general 
health  and  uncommon  prosperity  enjoyed  by  our  fellow-citi- 
zens throughout  the  commonwealth.  VVe  shall  cheerfully  con- 
tribute our  vigilant  and  faithful  endeavours,  to  preserve  their 
present  advantages,  and  promote  their  lasting  reputation  and 
interest ;  to  check  the  alarming  growth  of  vice  and  impiety 
to  cherish  the  institutions  for  moral  instruction,  and  the  edib* 
cation  of  youth  ;  and  to  maintain  the  principles  of  justice,  and 
provide  for  its  equal  administration  in  every  part  of  the  com- 
monwealth. 

As  the  happiness  of  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  is  inseparably  connected  with  the  welfare  and 
prosperity  of  the  community,  it  needs  only  that  they  be  cor- 
rectly informed,  to  remove  groundless  prejudices,  and  to  ex- 
tinguish the  spirit  of  party  and  undue  attachment  to  any  fo- 
reign country;  and  to  induce  a  consistency  and  uniformity  of 
national  character. 

The  conduct  of  the  United  States  towards  the  nations  of 
Europe  has  been  uniformly  marked  with  rectitude  and  mode- 
ration. And  the  wisdom  of  those  measures  of  maritime  de- 
fence, which  the  injustice  and  jealousy  of  the  contending  na- 
tions have  compelled  us  to  resort  to,  is  verified  in  their  effects  j 
which  have  not  only  justified  the  expectations  of  the  most  san- 
guine, but  must  also  have  created  a  general  confidence  in  the 
system,  which  has  been  so  happily  successful. 

We  have  equal  cause  of  mutual  felicitation  for  the  securtr 
ty  which  the  federal  government  has  hitherto  afforded  to  our 
internal  tranquillity  ;  a  blessing,  which,  had  the  old  confedera- 
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tion  continued,  we  could  hardly  have  hoped  for  at  this  event- 
ful crisis. 

And,  as  we  still  have  a  confidence  in  the  holy  oracles  of 
our  religion,  and  therefore  heiieve  that  a  tree  Knay  be  known  by 
its  fruit,  so  we  think  that  no  honest  man  can  pronounce  that  form 
of  government  to  be  bad,  or  that  administration  wicked  or  cor- 
rupt, which,  under  Heaven,  has  advanced  our  nation  to  a  de- 
^^ree  of  prosperity,  to  which  there  is  no  parallel  in  the  history 
of  mankind. 

We  learn^  with  great  satisfaction,  the  prosperous  state  of 
the  finances  of  this  commonwealth,  and  that  our  publick  debt 
may  soon  be  cancelled,  without  imposing  any  unusual  burdens 
on  our  constituents-.  This  desirable  state  of  things  is  undoubt- 
edly to  be  considered  as  one  of  the  happy  consequences  of  a- 
dopting  the  federal  constitution;  without  which  our  State  go- 
vernment would  have  been  unable  to  satisfy  the  just  claims  of 
their  creditors,  but  by  resorting  to  modes  of  taxation  much 
more  inconvenient  than  any  which  the  general  government  have 
hitherto  found  necessary. 

The  several  matters  of  local  concern,  which  your  excel- 
lency has  suggested,  shall  receive  our  prompt  and  serious  at- 
tention. Impressed^  as  we  are,  with  a  full  beliel,  that  the  force 
of  example  contributes  in  an  eminent  degree,  to  the  eflicacy  of 
the  wisest  laws,  we  not  only  consider  it  our  duty  to  attempt  to 
provide  such  additional  regulations,  as  may  be  necessary  to  se- 
cure our  constituents  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  their 
labour  against  every  species  of  injustice  or  oppression,  but  by 
our  personal  obedience  and  respect  for  the  laws  of  our  country, 
to  allure  aur  fell«ow-citizens  to  yield  thera  a  voluntary  support. 
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ANSWER  OF  THE  HOUSE. 


May  it  please  your  Excellency  ^ 

THE  house  of  representatives  present  their  thanks  to 
your  excellency,  for  the  important  communications  you  have 
been  pleased  to  mak^  in  your  address  to  the  two  branches  of 
the  legislature. 

The  general  scene  of  prosperity  and  progressive  improve- 
ment, exhibited  to  our  view,  in  the  various  parts  of  the  com- 
monwealth do,  indeed,  afford  just  cause  of  satisfaction  and  mu- 
tual congratulation. 

The  fruitfulness  of  the  seasons,  the  success  of  our  fisheries 
and  commerce,  together  with  the  general  state  of  health,  and 
many  other  blessings  of  an  all  bountiful  Providence,  during  the 
last  year,  ought  to  excite  our  gratitude  ;\vhich  will  be  much  en- 
hanced by  a  contrast  of  our  situation  with  that  of  a  great  part  of- 
Europe  ;  where  the  horrors  of  war  have  seemed  to  threaten  the 
extinguishment  of  individual  and  social  happiness. 

Rejoicing,  as  we  do,  in  this  state  of  publick  felicity,  we 
shall  at  the  same  time  faithfully  endeavour  to  secure  and  per- 
petuate the  interests  and  reputation  of  our  constituents;  to 
check,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  the  growth  of  .vice  and  im- 
piety ;  to  cherish  the  institutions  for  moral  instruction  and  the ! 
education  of  youth  ;  to  maintain  the  principles  of  justice,  and 
provide  for  its  equal  administration  in  every  part  of  the  com- 
monwealth. For  we  bctieve  that  religion  and  virtue,  justice 
and  general  information,  are  the  only  securities  of  a  free  go- 
vernment. 

We  cordially  unite  with  your  excellency  in  sentiment, 
that  our  obligations  to  support  the  federal  constitution  require 
us  to  attend  to  national  affairs;  to  endeavour  to  diffuse  correct 
information  concerning  them  among  our  fellow-  citizens  ;  to 
remove  groundless  prejudices,  and  discountenance  the  spirit  of 
part)',  and  an  undue  attachment  to  raiy  foreign  nation  ;  and  to 
do  all  in  our  power  to  increase  the  respectability  of  the  Ame- 
rican  character. 
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The  commencement  of  the  maritime  war  inEtiropewjB 
tlistinguished  by  the  policy  and  wisdom  of  the  general  govern- 
ment. Deciding  at  once  upon  an  exact  and  impartial  neutra- 
lity, it  had  just  cause  to  expect  to  preserve  our  rights  unmo- 
lested, by  its  religious  fulfilment  of  treaties,  and  its  sacred  re- 
gard to  the  laws  of  nations.  But  the  jealousy  of  the  belligerent 
powers  soon  led  them  to  obstruct  our  commerce;  which  they 
justified  on  such  pretexts  as  constrained  the  government  to 
have  recourec  to  our  own  exertions  for  that  security,  which  it  in 
vain  expected  from  their  justice.  Accordingly  a  naval  force 
was  created,  the  services  of  which  have  restrained  depredations, 
and  opened  to  view  resources  for  a.  day  of  still  greater  trial, 

VV^e  entirely  agree  with  you,  Sir,  that  delicate  and  haz- 
ardous is 'the  predicament  of  a  neutral  nation.  Such  a  posi- 
tion cannot  generally  be  long  maintained  unless  by  a  respecta- 
ble armed  force.  With  such  a  force  at  its  command,  a  neutral 
nation  may  most  commonly  have  its  reasonable  complaints  re- 
dressed, without  being  compelled  to  the  exercise  of  its  energy. 
As  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  general  government,  in  our 
foreign  relations,  has  uniformly  acted  with  moderation,  impar- 
tiality and  wisdom,  so  we  conceive,  that  we  should,  on  this  oc- 
casion, neglect  our  public  duty,  were  we  not  to  express  our  full 
approbation  of  its  measures. 

All,  who  shall  recollect  the  languor  and  difficulties  which 
pervaded  our  internal  public  affairs  in  the  period  which  suc- 
ceeded our  revolutionary  war,  and  which  continued  until  the 
establishment  of  the  federal  government,  will  be  convinced,  that 
We  were  then  utterly  unprepared  to  meet  the  great  exigencies, 
which  have  since  arisen.  That  the  general  government,  in  a 
crisis  of  the  affairs  of  mankind,  has  hitherto,  by  the  favour  of 
Divine  Providence,  preserved  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
from  the  unlimited  evils  of  disunion  and  anarchy,  will  not  be 
questioned  by  any  candid  person,  who  reflects  on  the  circum- 
stances of  the  times. 

The  objections,  which  the  opponents  of  the  administration 
have  brought  forward  against  it  at  various  times,  are  amply 
refuted  by  the  present  highly  improved  condition  of  the  United 
States. 

But,  through  whatever  medium  the  operations  of  the  gen- 
eral government  may  be  viewed  by  others,  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives freely  give  it  as  their  opinion,  that  the  first  twelve 


36 

years  of  its  administration,  which  have  be«n  directed  in  succes- 
sion, by  the  virtues  and  talents  of  a  Washington  and  an 
Adams,  will  forever  form  an  honourable  and  brilliant  part  of 
the  American  history.  That  each  succeeding  year  may  equal 
cr  surpass  the  happiness  of  the  former;  may  increase  the  afiVc- 
tion  and  consolidate  the  good  understanding  of  the  citizens  of 
the  respective  States  for  each  other  ;  must  be  the  devout  wish 
of  every  sincere  American. 

The  people  of  this^State  will  recollect,  that,  when  the  fe- 
deral constitution  was  formed,  they  were  oppressed  with  an  al- 
most insupportable  weight  of  taxes,  from  which  they  are  re- 
lieved by  a  settlement  of  the  public  accounts,  and  the  assump- 
tion of  the  State  debts. 

The  infornip.tion  respecting  the  finances  of  the  State  is 
highly  satisfactory;  and,  when  the  treasurer  shall  exhibit  a 
particular  statement  thereof,  the  subject  shall  receive  the  con- 
sideration its  importance  merits. 

The  report  of  th«  Quarter-Master-General  shall  also  be 
duly  noticed  :  and  it  affords  this  house  great  satisfaction  to 
learn  that  our  military  stores  are  so  abundant,  that  our  well 
organized  militia,  whose  dicipline  reflects  so  much  honour  on 
the  commonwealth,  may  be  liilly  supplied,  in  case  the  publick 
service  should  render  it  necessary. 

The  provisions  for  the  suj>|Tression  of  lotteries  not  allow- 
ed or  established  by  the  legislature ;  the  inspection  laws  ;  and 
the  other  subjects  recommended  in  your  excellency's  commu- 
nication, will  receive  a  respectful  attention  in  the  course  of  the 
present  session  ;  which,  we  hope,  will  be  conducted  with  that 
spirit  of  candour  and  harmony,  which  you  have  been  pleased 
to  observe,  prevailed  in  the  former  sessions. 

We  are  happy  in  the  reflection  that  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  our  fellow-citizens  are  secured  by  wise  standing  laws  ; 
should  any  measures  occur  which  will  tend  to  meliorate  their 
condition,  or  increase  their  security,  we  will  cheerfully  adopt 
them.  But  we  are  fully  sensible,  that  the  wisest  and  best  laws 
will  not  be  duly  observed^  unless  they  are  enforced  by  the  ex- 
ample of  those  who  make  and  execute  tiicni. 

The  active  patriotism  and  love  of  order,  which  have  dis- 
tinguished your  Excellency's  life,  are  sure  pledges  of  your  zea- 
lous disposition  to  co-operate  in  every  measure  calculated  to 
promote  the  public  weltare. 
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BY    HIS    EXCELLENCY    CALKB    STRONG,    ESQUIRE, 

Governour  and  Commander  in  Chief  in  and  oier  the  Commonuealth 

of  Massachvsctts, 

A  PROCLAMATION, 

Tor  a    DAY  of  SOLEMN  FASTING,  HUMILIATION  and  PRAYER. 

OUR  constant  dependence  upon  the  Supreme  Being  for 
all  the  blessings  of  life,  and  the  ungrateful  returns  we  have 
made  to  him  for  his  innumerable  mercies,  render  it  highly 
proper  for  us  as  a  people,  in  conformity  to  the  example  of  our 
forefathers,  to  set  apart  a  day,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
labours  of  the  season,  to  humble  ourfeelves  before  him,  f(  r  our 
manifold  trangressions  ;  to  implore  his  forgiveness  and  favour, 
and  to  beseech  him  to  bless  our  substance,  and  prosper  the 
work  of  our  hands. 

I  DO,  therefore  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
council,  appoint  Thursday^  the  ninth  day  of  April  next,  to  be 
observed  as  a  day  of  humihation,  fasting  and  })rayer,  thr(  ui:^h- 
out  this  commonwealth.  And  I  do  recommend  it  to  theptople 
of  every  religious  denomination,  to  assemble  on  the  said  day  ; 
to  confess  thtir  sins  with  sincere  repeinance  ; — to  ask  the  divine 
mercy  and  forgiveness  ;  and  with  fervent  sujplicaticm  to  en- 
treat the  Almighty  Ruler  of  the  world,  that  he  would  bless  and 
prosper  the  United  States,  and  ever  secure  them  under  his  ho- 
ly protection. 

That  the  first  magistrate,  and  tlie  other  rulers  of  our  na- 
tion, may  be  wise  and  just  men  ;  and  that  rising  superior  to 
private  interest,  and  the  prejudice  of  party,  they  may  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  their  res|)ective  offices  with  tidclity  to  their 
constituent^J,  and  with  justice  and  candour  to  other  nations. 

That:  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  may  ever  be  the  objects 
of  his  peculiar  favour,  aid  ])racti'-e  the  duties  of  their  several 
stations,  by  a  continued  course  of  probity  and  truth  ; — that  those 
who  administer  our  State  government,  by  the  wisdom  of  their 
measures,  and  the  regulaiity  of  their  deportment,  may  secure 
respect  for  their  persons  and  authority,  and  be  a  terror  to  evil- 
doers, and  a  praise  and  encouragement  to  the  virtuous  ; — that 
the  miuistevb  of  jeligion  may  faithfully  inculcate  upon  their 
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people  the  various  duties  of  life,  and  be  examples  to  fbcm  in 
all  tiie  graces  and  virtues  of  the  christian  character  ; — that  imi- 
tual  charity  may  prevail  among  the  ditterent  religious  denomi- 
nations, and  that  all  may  unite  in  the  support  of  a  government 
which  alf(jr(is  them  equal  protection; — ihat  the  })eople  may  re- 
gard their  constitutions  with  veneration  and  love,  and  be  pre- 
served trom   intidelity  and  dissoluteness  of  manners. 

And  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  prevent  the  spreading  of 
contagious  and  moital  sickness  and  contijiue  to  us  the  enjoy- 
ment of  health  ^  that  he  would  bless  the  labours  of  the  husband- 
man, and  so  order  the  ensuing  seasons,  that  the  earth  may 
yield  herincrcase,  and  the  year  be  crowned  with  plenty; — that 
he  would  prosper  our  commerce,  navigation,  manufactures  and 
fisheries  ; — that  he  would  continue  to  succeed  the  means  of  e- 
ducation,  and  cause  them  to  be  more  extensively  beneficial,  in 
promoting  useful  knowledge,  and  forming  the  rising  generation 
to  virtue  and  goodness. 

And  that  he  would  grant  that  the  United  States  anay  ever 
be  a  seat  of  knowledge  and  libert}',  and  the  residence  of  all 
those  virtues  that  improve  Jniman  nature,  and  support  and 
adorn  society  4— that  ihe  violent  coanmotions  in  Europe  may 
speedily  terminate  Jn  the  establishment  of  peace  and  righteous- 
ness; that  war  may  cease  forever,  and  the  progressive  influ- 
ence of  the  gospel  produce  a  period  of  great  and  durable  pros- 
perity in  the  earth,  and  that  the  savour  of  the  knowledge  of 
Christ  may  be  made  manifest  in  every  place. 

And  Jt  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the  people  of  this 
commonwealth  to  abstain  trom  unnec-essary  labour  and  rccre- 
iition  on  the  said  day. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  Boston,  this  nine- 
.toenth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lortl^ 
one  thousand  eight  bundled  and  one,  and  in  the 
■twenty-lilth  year  of  the  independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

CALEB  STRONG. 

•7>j/  /lis  F.xctlJcncif.s  command,  rcifh  the  } 
advice  ami  cun6cnt  i)f  Council.         J' 

JOIIK  AVERY,  Secret arij, 

, GOD  save  the  Coiiimonwcallh  of  iMassachusctts, 
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SPEKCn 

DCLEVERED  JAM'AllV  4,  1301. 

(Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gaitlemoi  of  the  House  of  Ilepresenfafkes, 

Wri'II  (lilliHcnocI  have  rignm  undertaken  the  ini]X)rfant 
nfiice  to  which  the  partial  regard  of  tiie  people  has  invited  nu'. 
I'feel  a  gratcl'ui  sense  of  this  renewed  testimony  of  their  conil- 
cfence,  and  hope  that  a  fair  cxaininatioih  of  my  pul)lic  conduct 
will  prove,  that  I  have  no  other  ohjects  in  view^  than  the  i)eace 
and  prosperity  of  the  State.  Whenever  it  shall  be  thouirhtthat 
another  will  more  effectually  promote  these  objects,  1  shall 
dieerfuHy  return  to  a  p.rivate  ?ratimr.  In  the  mean  time,  my 
best  endeavours  will  be  continued  to  ndwiiice  the  repHtr.rrcii 
and  welfare  of  my  fellow-cilizens  ;  to  preserve  their  priviU-iii's 
irnimj)aired^  and  to  select  those  for  dublic  oHIee,  who  are  most 
distinguished  for  abilities  and  integrity,  by  whatever  name  uf 
political  distinction  tiiey  may  be  called. 

Although,  in  the  choice  of  a  president  of  tlie  United  States, 
the  result  has  not  corresponded  with  the  wishes  of  many  citizens 
efthis  commonwealth,  yet  they  will  refi'ectj  that,  hi  republicks, 
the  opinion  of  the  majority  must  prevail  ;  and  ihat-obedience 
to  the  laws,  and  respect  for  constitutional  authority  are  essen- 
tral  to  the  character  of  good  citizetis.  We  are  encouraged  to 
expect  that  the  first  magistrate  will  not  depart  from  the  es- 
sential princi])les  of  our  government  ;  and  so  long  as  his  ad- 
ministration shall  be  guided  by  those  principles,  he  will  be  en- 
titled to  the  conlidence  of  the  peo[)le,  and  their  interest  re- 
quires that  he  should  possess  it.  But,  if  it  shall  be  thought 
hereafter,  that  these  anticipations  are  not  realized,  still  a  sense 
of  decorum  and  regard  to  justice  and  the  public  welfare,  should 
exclude  asj)erity  and  false  colouring  from  every  discus*iion  of 
publick  measures  ;.  for  the  morals  and  liberties  of  thf^  people  will 
ho  in  danger,  if  the  free  presses  in  the  United  States  arc  dis- 
gracefully prostituted  to  fiction  and  falshood. 

The  defence  of  our  country  is  confided,  by  the  constitu- 
tion, to  the  general  govennuent  ;  but,  as  the  chief  reliance  is 
placed  upon  a  well  disciplined  militia;  andjastlie  appointment- 
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of  the  officers  and  the  authority  of  training  ihc  militia  are  re- 
served to  the  several  Sfates,  the  frequent  attention  of  the  le- 
gislature to  these  circumstances  will  be  necessary  to  the  public 
safety. 

Among  the  vitrlous  subjects  of  State  lej:;islation,  there  is 
none  more  iinportarit  to  the  prcsrrvation  of  our  free  gosern- 
ment,  or  mon^  interesting  to  the  happijiess  of  society,  than  the 
instruction  of  the  pouple,  and  particularly  th.e  education  of 
youth.  It  is  not  enougli  to  teach  children  to  read  and  write, 
and  understand  the  iirst  rules  of  arithmetick  ;  it  is  also  of  ini* 
portance  to  habituate  them  to  restraint;  to  form  their  temper 
and  manners  by  the. principles  of  benevolence  and  justice,  and 
to  awaken  the  useful  energies  of  their  understandings,  and  che- 
rish the  virtuous  propensities  of  their  hearts.  A  bad  temper  is 
often  made  a  f^oad  oifc  by  education;  and  the  difference  we 
cbserve  in  the  characters  of  men,  is,  in  a  great  measure,  owing 
to  the  ditferent  impressions  they  received  from  the  examples 
p.nd  precepts  of  their  instructors.  In  the  presence  of  those 
who  are  respectable,  they  are  accustomed  to  control  their  pas- 
sions, and  learn  the  important  lesson  of  self  command,  With 
such  an  education  they  seldom  fail  to  make  useful  and  quiet 
members  of  society  ;  but  those,  who  are  idle  and  unrestrained 
in  early  life,  will  be  ready  afterwards  to  o])posc  lawful  govern- 
ment, and  disturb  the  public  peace.  Moral  qualifications  are 
of  the  first  importance  in  the  office  of  instructor*  ;  their  virtues 
should  serve  for  models  in  the  conduct  of  life.  U  they  are 
chargeable  with  vice  or  impiety,  no  attainments  in  knowiedge 
can  compensate  for  the  contagion  of  their  bad  example. 

The  celebrated  legislators  of  antiquity  considered  the  edu- 
cation of  children  as  the  most  essntial  duty,  and  the  most  im- 
portant exercij^e  of  government  ;  it  was  regulated  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  magistrates,  and  upon  principles  of  the  public  good* 
Their  institutions  were  calcuUited  to  inspire  the  youth  with  re- 
spect for  the  laws  and  love  to  their  country. ;  to  form  them  to 
habits  of  temperance  and  truth,  and  teach  them  to  honour 
their  superiors  and  venerate  old  age.  Our  ancestors  were 
impressed  with  the  imptrtance  of  this  subject ;  and  manifested 
an  earnest  solicitude,  that  their  children  might  l;e  educated  in 
literature  and  religious  and  moral  principles.  The  university 
in  the  neighbourhood   is  an  evidence   of  this.     Soon,  after  the 
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3cttTcmcnt  of  the  country,  they  provided  for  tlie  e<ita1)lishnieiit 
of  schools  for  the  children  of  the  poor  as  ^vell  as  the  rich  ;  aiwl, 
i-f  parents  neglected  to  teach  their  children  to  read,  and  to  bring 
them  up  in  some  honest  employment,  the  selectmen,,  with  the 
assistance  of  two  magistrates,  were  authorised  to  take  such  chil- 
dren from  them,  and  place  them  with  masters,  to  be  strictly 
attended  to.  The  whole  influence  of  education  is  necessary  in 
republican  governments  ,*  they  depend,  for  their  support,  upon 
the  enlightened  and  aftcctionate  attachment  of  the  people  ;  and 
there  is  no  ground  to  expect  they  will  be  preserved,  unless  the 
youth  are  trained  to  knowledge  and  vrrtue,  and  taught,  by  ex- 
ample and  education,  to  submit  their  own  to  the  public  will. 
Our  constitutions  have  liberty  for  their  vital  principle  ;  but 
this  liberty  is  reasonable,  and  subordinate  to  the  laws  ;  and, 
whenever  it  shall  become  superior  to  law^  it  will  degenerate 
to  licentiousness,  and  be  lost. 

The  care,  which  is  now  employed  in  the  instruction  of 
youth,  must  give  pleasure  to  ^very  friend  of  the  State  ;  and,  if 
the  failures  of  education  are  owing,  not  to  the  want  of  legal 
provision,  but  to  the  inattention  of  the  people,,  the  influence  of 
the  individual  members  of  the  legislature  may  go  far  to  remedy 
the  defects. 

As  a  part  of  this  subject,  permit  me  to  suggest,  that-  the 
institutions  of  the  .sabbath  and  of  public  v.-orshipy  were  regard- 
ed by  our  ancestors  with  peculiar  devotion  ;  iuul  that  our 
State  constitution  recommefids  the  sirpport  of  them,  while,  at 
the  same  limCy  it  carefuUy  guards  against  a  violation  of  the 
right  of  conscience. ' 

It  witl  be  acknowledged  by  everyone,  that  public  woe- 
ship  is  useful,  as  a  school  of  good  manners,  and  of  decent  and 
orderly  deportment.  But,  as  religion  is  the  oidy  sure  founda- 
tion of  humun  virtue,:  the  prosperity  of  the  State  nuist  be  es- 
sentially promoted,  by  a  due  ob.servance  of  the  Sabbath,  and 
b)^  the  meeting  together  of  the  citizens  to  learn  the  duties  of 
moral  obli(i;ati(m,  anti  contemplate  the  wisdom  and  goodness 
■with  which  the  Almighty  governs  the  world.  In  such  assem- 
blies they  can  hardly  fail  to  receive  useful  information  in  the 
conducted"  life,  and  impressions  of  reverence  for  tbe  Deity, 
which  will  never  be  totally  cftaced.  Kven  the  instructions, 
D  2 
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*  *  *  * 
Jhat  produce  no  apparent  effect  at  the  time,  may  so  far  gain  a 
place  in  the  memory,  as  readily  to  revive  in  it,  when  occasion 
calls  for  them.  It  is  the  nature  of  vice  to  dissolve  society  ;  but 
these  institutions  tend  to  uphold  it,  in  a  condition  favourable 
to  order  and  virtue;  by  preserving  them,,  therefore,  we  shall 
preserve  the  virtue,  and  secure  the  happiness  of  the  people. 

If  any  of  the  towns  or  plantations,  which  have  been  lately 
settled  in  the  commonwealth,,  are  unable  to  provide  the  means 
of  instruction  and  education  at  their  own  expense,  will  it  not 
be  expedient  for  the  public  to  aflbrd  them  assistance,  that  no 
children  may  grow  up  in  the  State  without  instruction  ? 

I  will  detain  you  no  longer,  gentlemen,  than  to  observe,, 
that  I  know  of  nothing,  except  the  usual  business  of  the  gene- 
ra] court,  which  now  calls  for  your  attenticm  ;  and  that  1  shall 
readily  agree  to  any  measures  conducive  to  the  public  good,, 
which  you  may  think  proper  to  propose. 

CALEB  STRONG. 


ANSWER  OF  THE  SENATE.. 


May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

THE  senate  beg  leave  to  express  to  you  their  smcere  con- 
gratulations on  your  re-election  to  the  chief  magistracy  t)f  the 
commonwealth.  Not  doubting  the  purity  of  the  motives  which, 
have  ever  guided  your  political  conduct; — fully  believing  that 
your  administration  has  been  uniformly  intended  to  promote 
the  public  weal  ;  and  that  our  fellow-citizens  have  felt  and  ap- 
preciated its  good  effects  ;  we  hesitate  not  to  add  our  unequi- 
vocal approbation  to  that,  which  is  so  clearly  evinced  by  the 
repetition  of  their  suffrages. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  wishes  of  many,  in  regard  ta 
a,  choice  of  the  presidejit  of  the  United  States,  we  trust,  that 
the  good  sense  and  patriotism  ot  those,  \Nho  are  disappointed 
in.  the  lesuJt,  will  lead  them  to  render  that  respectful  obedience 
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fo  constitutional  authority,  which  is  justly  due;  and  that  the 
first  magistrate  of  our  nation,  wil),  in  administering  the  govern- 
ment, so  adhere  to  its  essential  principles,  as  to  secure  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people,  whose  interest  requires  that  he  should 
possess  it. 

We  fully  accede.  Sir,  to  the  position,  that  asperity  and 
false  colouring  ought  not  to  be  indulged  in  the  discussion  of 
public  measures  ;  and  we  sincerely  lament  that  the  morals  and 
liberties  of  the  people  have  been,  and  still  are,  endangered  by 
the  licentiousness  of  the  presses  in  the  United  States  ;  and  that 
so  many  of  our  newspapers  are  the  vehicles  of  misrepresenta- 
tion, slander  and  falsehood* 

Relying,  under  Divine  Providence,  on  a  well  organized 
and  well  disciplined  militia,  as  the  great  defence  of  our  country 
against  enemies  from  abroad  and  faction  at  home,  the  senate 
will  frequently  and  readily  pay  that  legislative  attention  to  the 
subject  which  its  importance  demands. 

'I'he  history  of  antient  republicks  furnishes  us  with  so  many 
testimonies  of  the  fatality  attending  the  ignorance  of  the  peo- 
ple, and,  through  this  mean,  the  subversion  of  free  governments, 
that  we  are  justified  in  the  belief,  that  a  republiek  cannot  pre- 
serve its  purity,  nor  can  long  ex\>t  without  the  general  diffu-. 
sion  of  knowledge  among  every  class  of  its  cititzens  ;  and  we 
readily  adopt  the  fentiment,  that  no  subject  of  legislation  can 
be  more  important.  To  effect  so  desirable  an  object,  an  early 
and  unwearied  attention  to  the  itistruction  of  our  youth  is  in- 
diipensibly  necessary  ;  and  it  is  a  duty,  which  to  neglect,  would 
be  a  breach  of  the  trust  reposed  in  us  by  our  constituents. 

We  duly  estimate  the  wisdom  of  ancient  and  celebrated 
legislators  on  this  subject,  as  well  as  the  laudable  examples  of 
our  wise  and  virtuous  forefathers  ;  although  much  haf'been 
done  by  former  legislatures,  in  establishing  institutions  for  the 
instruction  of  our  youth  in  the  principles  of  religion,  morality 
and  useful  science,  and  in  forming  their  tempers,  manners  and 
habits,  yet  much  remains  for  their  successors  to  do. 

We  will  cheerfully  eo-operate  with  your  excellency  and 
the  other  branch  of  the  legislature,  in  ameliorating  systems  so 
honourable  to  our  country,  so  essential  to  the  support  of  a^ 
free  government,  and  conducive  to  the  happiness  of  society^ 
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ANSWER  OF  THt:  HOUSED 


M(hj  it  please  your  Excelicnci/^  - 

THE  home  of  representatives  sincerely  conffratiilate 
your  excellency  and  their  fcUow-citizcns,  upon  your  re-elec- 
tion to  the  oilicc  of  first  niagistmte  of  this  commonwealth.-^ 
This  renewed  testimony  of  the  public  confi^lence,  at  this  period, 
must  be  highly  grateful,  as  it  affords  the  strongest  evidence  of 
your  having  discharged  the  important  duties  of  your  high  trust 
with  wistlom  and  impartiality.  Notwithstanding  the  diffidence 
you  have  been  pleased  to  express,  the  whole  tenor  of  your  pub- 
lic life  in.^pires  us  with  the  fullest  confidence,  that  your  best 
endeavours  will  be  successfully  continued  to  advance  the  repu- 
tation and  welfare  of  your  constituents, — to  preserve  their  rights 
unimpaired,  and  to  select  those  only  for  public  office,  who  are 
most  distinguished  for  abilities  and  integrity. 

Although  in  the  late  election  of  president-  of  the  United 
States,  the  result  juay  not  have  corresponded  with  the  wishes  of 
many  of  our  fellow'-citizens,  yet  we  do  most  sincerely  hope,  and 
are  encouraged  to  believe,  that  the  happiness  so  .confidently  an- 
ticipated by  somcy  and  so  cordially  desired  by  all,  may  ulti- 
mately ensue  from  that  importarkt  event.  As  members  of  a  re- 
publick,  whose  basis  is  the  will  of  the  people,  we  consider,  that 
the  best  claim  to  the  character  of  good  and-  faithful  citizens  is. 
founded  on  a  cheerful  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  a  uniform  re- 
spect for  the  constitutional  authorities  of  our  nation.  And  we 
caniil)t  refrain  from  indulging  the  hope,  that  he,  -who  was  so 
eminently  concerned  in  establishing  our  independence,  will  not 
be  betrayed  into  the  dereliction  of  the  pure  principles  of  the 
fexlcral  system,  which  has  arisen  out  of  that  independence.  But 
if  these  anticipations  s^hould  not  be  realized,  still  a  regard  to 
truth,  to  Justice  and  to  the  publick  w-elfare,  ought  to  exclude 
all  asperity  and  false  colouring  from  the  discussion  of  public 
measures ;.  for,  if  the  free  presses  of  our  country  are  disgrace- 
fully prostituted  to  faction  and  falsehood,  they  will  greatly  en- 
danger, if  not  eventually  subvert  the  morals  and  the  liberties  oi 
tdie  people* 
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The  organization  and  discipline  of  the  militia  beiirg  en*^ 
trusted  to  the  Stale  governments,  we  shall  give  our  frequent- 
Rttention  to  objects  so  essentially  connected  with  the  public 
•afety. 

We  fully  agree  with  your  excellency  in  opinion  that  there 
is  no  subject  of  State  legislation  more  important  to  the  preser- 
vation of  our  free  govei;nments,  or  more  interesting  to  the  hap- 
piness of  societ}',  than  the  instruction  of  the  people,  and  par- 
ticularly the  education  of  youth.  It  is  not  enough  to  instruct 
children  in  useful  learning;  it  is  of  still  higher  concern  to  ha- 
bituate them  to  lestiaint ;  to  form  their  tempers  and  manners 
by  the  principles  of  benevolence  and  justice;  to  awaken  the 
useful  energies  of  their  understandings  ;  to  cherish  the  virtu- 
ous propensities  of  their  hearts,  and  to  teach  them  the  import- 
ant lesson  of  self- comma  ad  ; — thus  educated  they  seldom  fail 
to  make  quiet  and  useful  members  of  society ;  while  those,  who 
are  idle  and  unrestrained  in  early  life,  generally  become  turbu- 
lent and  seditious  at  mature  age. 

Our  wise  and  pious  ancestors  were  strongly  impressed  uiih 
the  importance  of  this  subject.  Scarcely  had  they  reached 
this  then  inhospitable  shore,  when  they  provided  schools  for  the 
education  of  their  children  in  literature  and  in  the  principles 
of  religion  and  morality.  They  early  founded  the  university 
at  Cambridge,  to  which  our  country  is  indebted  for  so  many 
great  and  useful  men.  We  consider  the  civil  and  religious  in- 
stitutions, which  we  have  inherited  from  those  venerable  an- 
cestors, as  invaluable.  To  those  institutions,  under  Divine 
Providence,  we  ascribe  the  present  honourable  and  prosperous 
condition  of  this  commonwealth.  We  therefore  esteem  it  our 
highest  wisdom  to  cherish,  and,  if  possible,  to  improve  them  ; 
and  one  of  our  first  duties  to  transmit  them  unimpaired  to  our 
posterity. 

We  are  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  and  neces- 
sity of  providing  for  a  due  observance  of  the  Sabbath,  which 
we  consider  as  essentially  connected  with  the  preservation  ot 
religion  ;  the  only  sure  foundation  of  human  virtue  and  happi- 
ness. If  our  laws,  in  this  respect,  are  defective,  we  will  en- 
deavour to  amend  them,  paying,  at  the  same  time,  that  regard 
to  the  rights  of  conscience,  which  a  wise  and  liberal  policy,  a*, 
well  as  our  State  constitution,  recommends. 
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Every  one  must  acknowledge  tliat   public  wnrslijp'  i?  use^ 
ful,    even  as    a  school  of  good  maimers,  and  of  decent  and  o.-* 
derly  deportnient ;  and  that  the  meeting  together  of  tlie  people 
to  be  instructed  in  tlicir  religious  and  moral  duties,  and  to  con^- 
template  the  wisdom   and  goodness    with   which    the  Almighty- 
governs  the  world,  nuust  tend  to  impress  on  their  mrnds  thai  re* 
verentiiU  love  for  the  bupreme  Being,  which  is  the  highest  and 
noblest  motive  of  human  actions,      if  any  of  the  towns  or  plan-- 
tations  in  the  commonwealth   are   unable  to  provide  the  means 
of  instruction  for  their  children,  we   concdve   that    the  public 
good    requires  they  should  have  such  assistance,  as  may  be  re- 
q^uired   for   this   purpose.       We   doubt   not  your  excellencyV 
2jeady  concurrence  in  ever^  measure   conducive  to   the  public 
welfare,  which  the  legislature  may  deem  it  exppdient   to  pro- 
pose. 


ijrv  HIS  EXCELLENCY  CALEB  STRONG,  esquire,. 

Goieniour  of  the  Commoimealth  of  MassachusctfSf. 
A  PROCLAMATION 

F,xr  a  DAY  of  PUBLIC  THjyKSGIVIXG. 

AS  we  are  under  the  highest  obligations  for  the  goodness 
t>(  the  Supreme  Being,  in  giving  this  land  to  us  and  to  our  fa- 
thers— in  upholding  our  lives  with  a  rich  variety  of  his  bounty 

in  appointing  his  Son  to  lay  a  foundation  for  our  happiness,  and 
in  bestowing  numberless  favours  upon  the  people  of  this  State 
in  the  course  of  the  last  year  ;  it  becomes  us,  at  the  close  of  it, 
to  render  onr  joint  tribute-of  adoration  and  praise  to  that  great 
and  constant  Benefactor,  who  has  daily  loaded  usvvith  benefits, 
and  who  pours  comforts  upon  all  that  live  : 

Therefore^  with  the  advice  and  <:onsent  of  the  Council,  I 
.ippoint  Thursddtf,  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  N^t ember  next ^  to 
])0  observed  through  the. commonwealth,  as  a  day  of  puhlick 
thanksgiving  and  praise  ;  and  the  ministers  and  people  of  ev* 
pry  denomination  are  requested  to  assemble,  on  that  day,  in 
their  respective  places  of  publick  worship,  that  we  i^ay  devout- 
ly present  to  the  Lord  our  Maker  t!ie  artectionate  gratitude  of 
«ur  hcartS;  for  i\\l  the  goodness    which   he  has    caused  to  pa&s 
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» over  us.;  for  the  support  and  accommodation  of  our  lives;  for 
the  continuance  of  our  civil  and  religious  liberty ;  for  the  un- 
^'Usuai  degree  of  health,  which  He  has  granted  to  us-;  and  tor 
the  means  we  possess  of  attaining  and  difiubing  useful  knowl- 
edge. And  that  He  has  been  pleaded  to  give  us  rain  in  due 
season,  and  to  cause  the  earth  to  yield  her  increase  in  abui>- 
<lanc€  ;  that  he  has  prospered  our  commerce,  navigation  and 
-fisheries  ;  that  he  has  given  us  peace  in  our  borders,  and  cjuiet- 
ness  and  safety  in  our  dwellings  ;  and  that  he  has  crowned  the 
year  with  his  goodness,  and  caused  our  cup  of  blessings  to  run 
•over. 

And,  while  with  grateful  emotions  we  contemplate  the 
-scenes  of  prosperity,  let  us  humble  ourselves  before  Him  for 
•our  innumerable  offences,  and  earnestly  beseech  Him,  that  He 
would  forgive  us,  and  make  us  still  tlie  objects  of  His  divine 
favour  ;  that  with  the  bounties  of  nature  He  would  grant  u« 
the  blessings  of  grace,  and  that  He  would  animate  us  to  a  tern* 
4)er  and  conduct,  which  may  correspond  with  the  benefits  we 
have  received,  and  the  felicitj-,  after  which  we  are  eii;  ouraged 
to  aspire  ; — that  He  would  smile  upon  our  university,  colleges 
and  schools,  and  succeed  the  means  of  religious  and  moral  in» 
•slruction  ; — that  He  would  direct  and  prosper  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  president,  and  all  others, 
who  are  employed  in  its  important  offices,  may  discharge  their 
respective  duties  with  prudence,  integrity  and  patriotism  ; — that 
the.gov-ernments  of  the  several  States  may  do  all  that  is  incum- 
bent upon  them-,  to  preserve  union,  order  and  tran(}uillity  ;  and 
that  the  whole  people  may  duly  estimate  tin?  advantages,  by 
which  they  are  distinguished  ; — that  He  would  restrain  the 
rage  of  contending  nations,  and  that  the  great  events,  which  are 
taking  place,  may  be  made  subservient  to  the  triumpn  of  the 
gospel  and  the  happiness  of  mankind ;  and  that  tlie  period  may 
arrive,  when  violence  and  oppression  shall  cease,  and  righte- 
ousness shall  be  established  in  all  the  earth  ;  when  the  ditlerent 
nations  of  men  shall  be  united  in  the  bonds  of  brotherly  love  ; 
when  every  species  of  false  religion  shall  disappear,  and  the 
earth  shall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters 
coverthe  sea. 

And  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  are  earnestly  requested 


4S 

to  abstain  from  iiich  labour  and  recreation  as  are  inconsistent 
Avith  the  solemnities  of  the  said  day. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  Boston,  this  fif- 
teenth day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  and  in  the  twen- 
ty-sixth year  of  the  independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

CALEB  STPwONG. 
Bi/  /lis  Excellencifs  command^  xvifh  the  7 
advice  and  the  consent  of  Coundl.      3 

JOHN  AVRRY,  Secretary, 
GOD  save  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 


SPEECH 

DELIVERED  JANUARY  15,  1802. 

Gentkmen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlciiitn  of  the  House  of  Representatives^ 

WE  have  the  satisfaction  to  reflect,  that  the  public  peace 
and  order  have  been  preserved  during  the  last  year;  and  we 
contemplate,  with  pleasing  anticipation,  the  growint;  strength 
and  respectability  of  the  State.  We  possess  a  healthy  and  ex- 
tensive territory,  which  is  rapidly  increasing  in  population,  and 
is  accommodated  with  circumstances  favourable  to  agriculture 
and  commerce.  Our  ships  vibit  every  part  of  the  world,  and 
bring  home  the  products  of  every  country;  we  are  blest  with  a 
government  of  (>ur  own  choosing,  which  se<iures  the  moj-t  per- 
fect freedom  of  which  men  in  society  are  capable,  and  affords 
equal  protection  to  the  person  and  property  of  every  individual ; 
and  we  shall  be  as  happy,  as  the  nature  and  condition  of  men 
will  permit  us  te  be,  if  we  make  a  wise  improvement  of  the  fa- 
vours Ave  have  received  from  Heaven. 

But  the  prosperity  of  the  people  is  inseparably  connected 
with  purity  of  manners  and  their  practice  of  the  moral  virtues  ; 
^ben  these  become  extinct,  their  happiness  will  be  at  an  end. 
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The  increase  of  wealth  in  republicks  has  often  endangered  the 
virtue  of  the  people  ;  so  long  as  it  is  employed  for  useful  purpo- 
ses, it  contributes  to  the  strength  and  security  of  the  State  ; 
but  those,  who  have  observed  its  effects  in  other  nations,  will 
perceive  the  importance  o(  guarding  against  the  abuse  of  it  ; 
iest  a  departure  from  the  simplicity  of  ancient  manners  should 
be  followed  by  criminal  luxury  and  dissipation,  and  the  loss  of 
moral  and  religious  principles. 

If  wealth  introduces  a  vain  profusion  in  the  various  modes 
^of  expense  ;  if  it  excites  an  eagerness  for  dissolute  pleasures  and 
frivolous  amusements;  it  will  corrupt  the  manners,  and  vitiate 
the  taste,  of  the  people,  and  lead  them  into  criminal  excesses 
of  every  kind  ;  the  rich  will  be  considered  as  patterns  of  imita- 
tion by  those  of  moderate  fortunes,  and  these  will  be  follcwed 
by  others  of  still  less  ability  ;  and  thus  many  will  ruin  them- 
selve^  by  a  profusion,  for  which  no  one  will  ieci  himself  obliged  ; 
or  will  s^upport  their  extravagance  by  unworthy  practices  ;  and 
make  good  by  fraud  and  rapaciousness  what  is  lavished  in  va- 
nity ;  in  either  case,  if  the  evil  is  extensive,  the  ruin  of  the 
btate  bee  )m.es  inevitable. 

We  ought  then  to  be  solicitous  to  preserve  the  habits  of  in- 
dustry and  tem|>erance,  in  which  we  have  hitherto  prospered, 
-and  to  inspire  our  tellow  citizens  wiih  a  love  for  the  frugality 
of  primitive  manners-;  Avhile  these  habits  continue,  the  people 
will  make  advances  in  agriculture  and  the  valuable  arts,  and 
will  think  their  chief  happiness  is  involved  in  the  public  welfare  ; 
our  religi.)us  and  literary  institutions  will  be  supported  and  che- 
rished ;  and  improvements  will  be  made  in  aqueducts,  bridges 
and  highways,  and  other  useful  accommodations.  In  the  flou- 
rishing periods  of  the  ancient  republicks,  and  even  when  sump- 
tuary laws  restrained  the  vanity,  -and  controled  the  appetites 
of  \Ue  citizens,  they  adopted  a  style  of  magnificence  in  their 
puol'ck  edifices  ;  and  if  a  s{>JTit  of  union  prevails  among  our 
teilow-citizens,  and  their  views  are  directed  tov.'ards  objects 
beneficial  to  the  commonwealth,  the  government,  by  using  a 
prudent  ecdnomy  in  the  administration  of  the  revenue,  will  be 
able  to  adopt  a  hke  style  in  public  buildings,  and  whatever  is 
conducive  to  the  honour  of  the  State  and  the  general  conveni- 
ence of  the  people. 
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With  the  increase  of.  inhabilants  we  are  to  expect  that 
crimes  will  mullijily  in  proportion;  and  it  is  ihcrei'ore  of  in- 
creasing importance,  to  render  that  branch  of  our  law,  which 
rehites  to  crimes  and  punishments,  as  perfect  as  may  be.  The 
frequent  escapes  from  the  gaols  in  the  several  counties  show  the 
necessity  of  making  some  furtlier  provision,  for  keeping  those 
otfenders  safely,  who  are  sentenced  to  a  long  imprisonn>ent ; 
for,  if  any  hope  can  be  entertained  of  an  escape,  the  sentence 
will  make  but  a  feeble  impression  on  the  mind,  and  be  of  little 
use  in  preventing  luture  ofi'cnces.  A  great  proportion  of 
crimes  are  the  etl'ects  of  idleness;  and  it  seems  peculiarly  pro- 
per therefore  to  punish  them  by  confinement  to  hard  labour; 
that  offenders,  while  they  are  prevented  from  a  repetition  of 
their  crimes,  may  be  compelled  to  acquire  new  habits,  and  con- 
tribute i^omelhing  to  the  good  of  society  ;  to  this  end,  our  laws 
have  in  many  cases  prescribed  that  mode  of  punishment ;  and 
yet,  from  the  time  that  Castle-Island  was  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  no  place  of  couiinement  to  labour,  has  been  provided  by 
the  commonwealth. 

By  a  resolve  passed  about  two  years  since,  a  committe« 
was  appointed  to  select  and  procure  a  piece  of  land  in  Charles- 
town,  and  to  erect  a  State  prison  thereon,  provided  the  expensis 
should  not  exceed  thirty  thousand  dollars  ;  the  first  part  of 
this  commission  has  been  performed  ;  but  the  latter,  owing 
probably  to  the  limitation  of  tl^e  expense,  remains  wholly  un- 
executed. Soon  after  the  cessi(m  of  Castle-Island,  ordinance 
and  military  stores,  the  property  of  this  commonweahh,  were 
delivered  to  the  agents  of  rhe  United  States,  at  an  appraised 
value  of  mori"  than  forty  thousand  dollars  ;  if  payment  of  this 
sum  is  obtained,  it  appears  probable,  from  the  accounts  exhib- 
ited by  the  treasurer,  which  will  be  laid  betore  you,  that  a 
State  prison  may  be  erected,  without  any  addition  to  the  usual 
taxes. 

The  senius  of  our  laws  io  mild,  and  the  crimes  for  which 
the  punishment  of  death  i&  inflicted,  are  few  ;  but  perhaps  even 
this  small  number  might  be  lessened,  by  changing  the  pumsh- 
,inent  of  death  to  solitary  imprisonment,  if  convicts  could  be 
restrained,  without  any  hazard  of  escape,  and  be  wholly  seclud- 
ed from  that  society,  vvhcie  peace  their  criminal  conduct  would 
.  endan^^er. 
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Agreeably  to  the  resolve  of  the  ^^i\\  June  last,  V.vo  ppr- 
etjns  have  been  appoiiite-l  to  survey  aiul  lay  out- the  hind  retcrr- 
ed  to  in  that  resolve  ;  or  so  much  of  it  iis  shall  appear  to  be 
necessary;  but  their  service  is  likely  to  be  inconsiderable,  for 
in  the  applications  by  the  soldiers  and  their  legal  representa- 
tives, for  the  benefits  offered  in  the  resolve,  the  pecuniary  al- 
lowance has  in  abnost  every  instance  been  preferred  to  a^grant 
of  land. 

Many  of  you,  gentleint^n,  froln  a  long  acfHiaiiitance  Nvitli 
the  public  concorns  of  the  State,  uiil  readily  disiinguiiJi  ihe 
proper  objects  of  legislative  attention  ;  and  1  shall  cheerfully 
concur  with  you  in  any  measure  that  may  tend  to  encourage 
agriculture,  and  the  liberal  and  mechanical  arts  ;  to  promote 
the  most  equal  and  speeiiy  distribution  of  justice;^  to  render 
our  militia  a  stdl  more  respectable  force;  to  provide  for  the 
equal  apportionment  of  taxes  ;  and  to  preserv^e  and  establish 
the  public  credit  of  the  Stat,',  But  you  will  ])ermit  nie  to  o!.>- 
Bcrve,  th?\t  frequent  and  untitces'^ary  rilu-rnrivonn  x-!  riie  iuw  iuc 
nico>ivenient,  as  they  lead'  to  the  supposition  of  inconstancy 
in  the  government,  ^nd  render  it  more  difficult  for  the  citizens 
to  understand  the  rules  by  which  they  are  to  le  govcined. 
The  best  laws  are  not  exempt  from  inconveniences  ;  but,  when 
those  of  long  standing  are  repealed,  the  regulations,  which  are 
substituted  in  their  place,  are  often  attended,  with  stiii  greater 
defects. 

The  valuation,  in  which  some  progrx?ss  has  lM?en  made,  is 
an  interesting  subject,  and  requires  much  discernment  in  ascer- 
taining facts,  and  nuich  candour  in  deciding  upon  them.  But 
I  "trust,  that,  by  condescending  to  the  opinions  of  each  other, 
and  giving  due  weight  to  every  suggestion,  you  will  be  able  to 
proceed  with  facility  and  pleasure,  in  completing, this  import- 
ant business.  And  I  tlatter  myself,  that  no  diflerence  of  senti- 
ment will  impair  the  harm(>ny  of  the  session  ;  ^nd  that  weshall 
have  the  pleasure  at  the  close  of  it  to  reflect,  that,  by  our  u- 
nited  and  faithful  exertions  in  the  public  service,  we  have  sup- 
ported the  reputation  of  the  government,  and  promoted  the 
happiness  of  the  people. 

CALEB  STRONG, 
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A^NS^FER  OF  THE  SENATE 


May  it  phase  your  Excellent, 

IT  is  with  the  most  pleasurable  sensations  that  we  reef* 
procate  the  gratulatioiis  of  your  excellency  on  the  augmented- 
strength  and  prosperity  of  this  comnionwealth.  The  duration^ 
of  the  peaceful,  free  and  flourishing  government  we  enjoy,  de* 
pends,  we  are  sensible,  upon  our  steady  adherence  to  its  origin 
nal  principles,  and  a  wise  improvement  of  the  advantages, 
with  which  we  are  indulged  by  the  benignant  Providence  of 
the  supreme  Ruler  of  natioBS. 

That  the  prosperity  of  a  people  essentially  depends  on  pu- 
rity of  manners,  and  the  practice  of  the  moral  virtues ;  and  that 
a  departure  from  ths-c,  followed  with  luxury  and  dissipation, 
will  produce  evils,  destructive  of  the  general  welfare,  are  truths, 
which  the  history  of  every  age  will  evince  and  confirm. 

While  our  fellow-citizens  shall  continue  to  reverence  and 
support  the  religious,,  literary  and  moral  institutions  of  their 
ancestor?,  they  will  naturally  be  led  to  direct  tlieir  visws  to 
every  object  benencial  to  the  State  ;  and,  with  an  united  and 
active  patriotism,  will  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  those  measures, 
which  tend  to  multiply  the  convenicncies  of  the  people;  main- 
tain tire  credit,  and  enhance  the  character  and  importance  of 
our  common  country. 

The  observations  of  your  excellency  on  our  system  of  cri- 
minal justice,  aiid  the  necessity  of  a  State  prison,  will  engage- 
our  particular  norice.  Whether  the  fund  created  by  the  sale 
of  the  military  stores  at  Castle-Island  may  not,  with  peculiar 
propriety,  be  applied  to  this  purpose,  shall  employ  our  delibe- 
rate consideration.  Policy  points  to  the  reform^  and  humani-- 
ty  to  a  suitable  provision  for  tlie  employment  of  those  despe- 
rate men,  whose  outrages  on  the  peace  and  safety  of  society 
have  justly  deprived  them  of  its  rights. 

While  we  express,  Sir,  our  perfect  confidence  in  your  as- 
surances of  a  prompt  concurreuce  in  every  legislative  act,  that 
can  promote  the  pviblick  welfare,  we  cannot  but  subscribe  to 


the  justness  of  thcsentiiriPnts,  that  too  frequeni  alterations  of 
the  hiws  are  attended  with  weighty  inconveniences  ;  they  cre- 
ate an  idea  of  inconstancy  and  uncertainty  in  the  acts  of  go- 
vernment, and  of  course  a  disrespect  to  its  injunctions. 

The  very  interesting  subject  of  the  valuation  will  necessa- 
rily engross  much  of  our  time.  And  we  trust  that  such  a  spi- 
rit of  concession  and  candour  will  prevail,  in  the  discussion  of 
this  complicated  business,  as  to  facilitate  its  completion  ;,and 
that  at  the  conclusion  of  the  session  we  shall  separate  \vith  a 
consciousness  of  having  made  the  public  good,  and  the  best  in- 
terests of  our.  coflbtituents,  the  great  objects  of  our  attention. 


ANSWER  OF  THE  HOUSE. 


May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

WE  reflect  with  the  highest  satisfaction,  that  public  peace 
and  social  order  continue'  to  be  preserved  through  the  State; 
and  we  contemplate  with  pleasure  the  rapid  increase  of  our  po- 
pulation, the  flourishing  state  of  our  agriculture,  and  the  con- 
sequent extension  of  our  commerce.  These  blessings  we  con- 
sider as  the  fruits  of  the  happy  systems  of  government,  State 
and  national,.. which  through  the  peculiar  favour  of  Divine  Pro- 
vidence we  arc  permitted  to  enjoy.  Governments  founded  on 
the  representative  principle,  wliere  the  officers  who  administer 
them  are  the  objects  of  the  choice  and  confidence  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  people  ; — where  the  elector^,  and  those  elected  to 
office  have  one  common  interest.,  and  where  equal  protection  i.s 
afforded  to  the  person  and  property  of  every  individual.  Un- 
der such  governments,  and  laws  thus  made,  every  interruption 
of  social  order  would  be  a  disturbance  of  the  general  happiness, 
and  every  breach  of  publick  peace  a  violation  of  civil  liberty. 

We  concur  with  your  excellency,  in  the  belief  that  the 
preservation  of  these  governments  and  the  continuance  of  our 
•happiness  under  them  most  essentially  depend  on  the  practice 
E  2 
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of  all  the  moral  and  social  virtues.     To  promote  this»  object,  it^ 

becomes  the  duty  of  the  legislature,  by  the  tendency  of  their 
laws,  to  confirm  and  extend  the  habits  of  industry,  ten\perance 
and  frugality  among  the  people  ;  to  advance  the  interests  of  a- 
griculture,  and  the  valuable  -mechanick  arts  ;  to  encourage  in- 
dividual enterprise  in  works  of  publick  utility  ;  to  support  and 
cherish  our  religious  and  literary  institutions;  to  protect  the 
sacred  rights  of  conscience ;  and  finally  to  preserve  the  union 
of  our  confederated  republicks,  as  the  anchor,  of  our  present 
hope,  and  the 'ark  of  our  ultimate  security,  as  a  nation. 

We  cannot  but  flatter  ourselves,  that,  while  the  precepts 
of  our  laws  shall  continue  to  promote  virtue  and  discourage 
vice,  to  enlighten,  inform  and  employ  the  publick  mind,  the 
increase  of  wealth  in  the  State  will  not,  as  in  the  ancient  re- 
publicks, corrupt  the  manners,  and  destroy  the  freedom  and 
happiness  of  the  people  ;  but  will,  under  wise  and  frugal  ad- 
ministrations of  our  State  and  Federal  governments,  be  direct- 
ed to  useful  purposes,  and  contribute  to  the  strength,  harmony 
and  beauty  of  the  whole.  But  if  the  melancholy  period  must 
arrive,  when  the  majority  of  a  people,  thus  blessed  with  the 
privilege  of  self-government,  and  thus  secured  in  the  enjoyment 
of  it  by  internal  strength,  and  the  genius  of.laws,  which  are  an 
appeal  to  their  reason,  and  not  to  their  fears,  a  guard  to  their 
virtues,  and  a  check  only  to  their  vices,- — shall  neglect  to  prac- 
tise what  their  laws  inculcate,  they  will  indeed  be  lost  to  all 
sense  of  their  own  happiness,  and  must  inevitably  fall,  with 
their  liberties,,  a  prey  to  despotism. 

With  the  increase  of  inhabitants,  we  must  naturally  ex- 
pect, that  crimes  will  proportionably  multiply,  unless  from  an 
improvement  in  legislation,  and  the  amelioration  of  the  penal 
code,  it  should  be  found  practicable  to  create  new  impressions 
on  the  minds  of  that  miserable  class  of  the  people,  who  are 
principally  the  objects  of  publick  punishments,  or  at  least  to 
oblige  them  to  expiate  their  offences  by  solitary  labour,  and 
thus  restrain  them  from  endangering  society  by  a  repetition  of 
their  crimes.  To  render  that  part  of  the  publick  laws,  which 
relates  to  crimes  and  punishments  as  perfect  as  may  be,  will 
therefore  claim. the  serious  attention  of  this  branch  of  the  le.— 
gi&lature. 
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Ih  the  erection  of  publiok  buildings,  it  has  always  been  the 
liisposition  of  the  house  of  representatives,  to  finish  them  in  & 
style,  alike  conducive  to  the  honour  of  the  State,  and  accom- 
modating to  the  general  convenience  and  ability  of  the  people. 
The  erection  of  a  State  prison,  for  the  continement  of  convicts 
to  hard  labour,  has  long  been  an  object  of  attention  in  this 
house  ;  and  we  feel  obliged  to  your  ex<?ellency  for  your  parti- 
cular statement  of  the  progress  of  that  establishment,  and  the 
suggestion  of  probable  funds  to  complete  it,  without  any  im- 
mediate addition  to  the  usual  taxes. 

The  other  subjects  recommended  in  your  excellency's 
communication  will  be  duly  attended  toon  the  part  of  the 
house  of  representatives. 

Although  the  valuation  is  a  subject  highly  interesting  to 
the  citizens  of  every  part  of  the  commonwealth,  yet  we  trust, 
that  the  spirit  of  mutual  candor  and  condescension  will  so  far 
prevail  in  deciding  upon  it,  that  ifwill  be  completed  with  fa- 
cility, and  to  general  satisfaction  ; — and  that,  at  the  close  of 
the  session,  we  shall  be  able  to  reflect,  that,  by  faithful  exer- 
tions in  the  public  service,  we  have  supported  the  reputation  of 
the  government,  and  promoted  the  happiness  of  the  people. 

We  cannot  omit,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  offer  to  your 
excellency  and  the  public  our  sincere  congratulations  upon  the 
return  of  peace  in  Europe,  as  an  event  in  the  highest  degree  in- 
teresting to  humanity,  and  favourable  to  the  ultimate  estab- 
lishment of  those  great  principles,  moral,  political  and  religi«» 
ous,  on  which  the  happiness  of  the  American  people  so  essen- 
tiaJly  depends. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,   Telruary  II,  1S02; 


The  secretary  delivered  the  following  message  from  the 
governour: — 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Represent atites^. 

THE  commonwealth  has  lost  one  of  its  best-Eind  ablest 
friends  by  the  death  of  the  lieutenant-governour:*  He  died  yes- 
terday about  two  in  the  afternoon,  and  his  family  propose  that' 
his  fimerai  shall  be  attended  on  Monday  next  at  two  o'clock. 
A  long  and  intimate  acquaintance  with  him  enables  some  of  us 
to  bear  testimony  to  his  distinguished  merit.  He  was  solici- 
tous to  preserve  the  good  order  of  society,  and  to  exhibit  to  his- 
fellow-citizens  a  pattern  of  every  civil  and  moral  virtue. — 
Without  any  solicitation  on  his  part,  he  was  many  years  elect- 
ed a  member  of  the  senate,  and  pre^ided  in  their  deliberations 
with  candor  and  dignity.  In  the  office  of  lieutenant-governour 
he  secured  respect  by  a  mild  deportment,  resulting  from  the 
testimony  of  a  good  conscience.  He  was  firm  and  inflexible, 
whenever  the  interests  of  the  commonwealth  were  concerned  ; 
and  he  acquitted  himself  with  honour  in  all  the  offices  confided 
to  him  by  the  publick,  and  in  all  the  relations  of  private  lite. 

I  shall  be  ready  to  join  with  you,  gentlemen,  in  any  tri- 
bute of  esteem  and  respect,  which  you  may  think  due  to  his 
public  services. 

CALEB  STRONG. 

*  His  honour  Sam vxL  Phillips,  Esq.  of  AndoTer,  in  the  county  of  Essex. 
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BT    HIS    EXCELLEKCY    CALEB    STRONG,     ESQ>VrRZi 

Governouv  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

A  PROCLAMATION 
Tor  a  DAY  of  PUBLICK  FASTING  and  PRAYER. 

THE  religious  principle  of  veneration  for  the  Supreme 
Being  is  inherent  in  our  nature  and  essential  to  our  happiness; 
and  our  ancestors,  from  a  just  view  of  His  providential  govern- 
ment, and  their  own  frailty  and  dependence,  applied  to  Him 
in  all  their  necessities  and  dangers,  and  with  united  supplica* 
tions  addressed  Him  at  this  season  of  the  year,  for  His  protec- 
tion, and  the  supply  of  their  wants  :  And,  as  we  are  unworthy 
of  His  regard,  and  our  circumstances  depend  entirely  upon  His 
pleasure,  it  is  our  duty  and  interest  to  imitate  their  example, 
to  confess  our  sins  with  true  repentance,  and  humbly  to  intreat 
the  Divine  blesing  upon  us  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  year. 

1  do,  therefore,  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  appoint 
Thursday,  the  eighth  day  of  April  next,  to  be  observed  as  a 
day  of  publick  fasting  and  prayer  throughout  thiscommonwealth; 
and  do  recommend  it  to  the  ministers  and  people  of  every  de- 
nomination, to  meet  together  on  that  day,  and  with  humble 
and  contrite  hearts  to  confess  their  raanil'old  transgressions  ;  to 
implore  the  protection  of  that  Almighty  Being,  who,  in  wisdom 
and  mercy,  presides  over  the  universe  ;  and  to  beseech  Him, 
that  he  would  continue  His  favour  to  us  ;— that  he  would  give 
wisdom  to  our  counsels  and  improvement  to  our  virtues,  and 
bless  us  in  all  the  work  of  our  hands;-— that  the  president  and 
congress  may  employ  their  talents  and  power  to  promote  jus- 
lice,  and  establish  the  union  and  tranquillity  of  these  States  ; 
and  that  all  their  measures  may  tend  to  the  publick  happiness; 
that  those  who  are  in  publick  office  in  this  commonwealth  may 
be  solicitous  to  preserve  tbu  peace  of  society,  and  maintain  the 
respectability  of  government,  by  a  prudent  and  impartial  con- 
duct, and  a  faithful  application  to  the  duties  of  their  several 
offices  ;.  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  may  respect  the 
authority  of  the  laws  and  magistrates,  and  yield  them  a  just 
and  reasonable  obedience,  and  that  the  privileges  by  which  we 
are  distinguished  from  other  nations,  may  be  improved  by  us, 
as  u  rich  inheritance,  and  be  transmitted  wichoat  diminution 
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tb  oirr  posterity  ; — that  the  ministers  of  tho  orospe!  may  be  ac- 
ti'.^  and  assiduous  to  plead  the  cause  of  religion  and  rcct)m- 
mend  its  practice  ;  and  that  every  christian  society  muy  fiuurish 
in  knowledge,  purity  and  mutual  aftection  ;  that  the  rich  and 
probperous  may  endeavour  to  afford  relief  in  every  instance  of 
necessity  and  distress  ; — and  that  we  may  all  cultivate  the  be- 
nevolent dispositions  and  offices  enjoined  by  religion,  and  prove* 
by  our  conversation  and  conduct,  thiif  we  are  uncorrupted 
with  vice  and  inti-delity ;; — that  He  would  be  pleased  to  grant  us 
favf)urable  seasons,  that  our  land  may  yield  her  increa^e  and 
the  trees  yield  their  fruit ;  that  he  would  j^reserve  us  from  wast- 
ing and  contagious  sickness,  and  continue  to  us  the  blessing  o{ 
health  ; — tliat  He  would  still  protect  and  prosper  our  trader 
manufactures  and  fisheries  ; — and  that  He  would  regard  witli 
favour  our  university,  colleges,  accademies  and  schools  in  the 
several  towns,  and  grant  that  they  may  accomplish  the  designs 
of  their  institution,  and  that  multitutles  may  receive  impress- 
ions in  them,  which  fehall  stcure  their  felicity  and  nyefuliit»sfi^ 
and  lay  a  firm  toundatiot>  for  publick  virtue  y — that  He  would 
Kubdue  those  lusts  and  passions  of  the  human  heart,  from 
whence  wars  proceed  and  ovpriule  the  mischief  that  has  beeit 
done  by  the  de^-troyers  of -mankind,  to  promote  the  wisest  and 
kindest  purposes; — that  in  every  nation  the  religion  of  Christ 
may  be  professed  and  honoured,  that  the  revolutions  among 
men  may  subserve  the  interest  of  His  Kingdom  ;— and  that  oi 
the  increase  of  his  government  and  peace  there  may  be  no  end. 
And  the  people  of  this  State  are  requested  to  abstain  from' 
labour  and  recreation  on  the  said  day. 

Given  at  the  council  chamber  in  Boston,  .this  twcn-^ 
ty-second  day  of  February  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  and  in-, 
the  twenty-sixth  year  of  the  independence  of  the  U- 
nited  States  of  America. 

CALEB  STRONG. 

Bi/  His  ExcclJency's  command,  mth  the  1 
advice  and  consent  of  Council,         3 

JOHN  AVERY,  Secretary,  . 

OOD  save  the  Coramon\^ealth  of  Massachusetts-.^ 
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SPEECH 

DELH^EIIED  JUNE  1,  i802. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Represejitathes, 

THE  honour  which  my  fcllow-citizcns  have  again  con- 
ferred upon  me,  demands  a  repetition  of  my  acknowledgements, 
and  the  continued  exertion  of  my  abilities  to  promote  tlieir  in- 
terest. The  duties,  which  they  have  called  me  to  perform,  es- 
pecially those,  which  regard  appointments  to  office,  are  of  a 
delicate  nature  ;  but,  while  I  am  soli-citous  to  employ  the  au- 
^thority,  with  which  they  have  entrue-ted  me,  for  their  benefit,  I 
hope  for  their  candid  and  favourable  acceptance  of  my  sincere 
endeavours  to  serve  them. 

Our  state  constitution  declares,  that  **  the  end  of  the  in- 
"  stitution,  maintainance  and  administration  of  govermiieni  is 
"to  secure  the  existence  of  the  body  politic  ;  to  protect  it ;  and 
"  to  lurnish  tli€  individuals,  who  compose  it,  with  the  power 
**  of  enjoying  in  safety  and  tranquillity,  their  natxirul  rights  and 
■"  the  blessings  of  lite."  This  declaration  suggests  the  import- 
ance of  government  to  the  peace  of  society,  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  that  system  of  morals,  upon  which  us  happiness  depends, 
and  at  the  same  lime  points  out  the  objects,  which  every  one, 
to  whom  its  ailmimstration  is  confided,  should  have  constantly 
in  view.  Mankind  have  consented  in  all  ages  to  submit  to  go- 
vernment, as  tlie  necessary  means  to  preveut  perpetual  war, 
and  secure  their  individual  rights.  V^'ithout  a  regulating  and 
controling  power,  it  is  impcssiLle  for  society  to  exist  ;  and, 
w'lien  that  power  is  employed  tor  the  usctul  purp^'Ses  ot  its  in- 
stitution. It  afiords  security  to  the  blessings  of  life,  preserves 
social  order,  and  induces  a  comj)liance  with  the  laws,  ot  that 
Being,  whose  government  is  founded  in  inlinite  wisdom,  and  di- 
rected in  all  its  operations  by  perlect  rectitude  and  goodness. 

As  the  national  constitution  unites  the  people  of  the  several 
States  in  the  bonds  of  interest,  and  entitles  them  to  the  com- 
mon privileges  of  citizens  ;  and  the  national  governjnent  under- 
takes to  provide  for  their  deience  against  toreign  enemies,  and 
to  insure  domestick  tranquillity  ;  it  is  the  duty  of  the  several 
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'States  to  support  that  constitution  and  govern men't;  to  be  mtr« 
tiially  vigilant  for  the  safety  and  happiness  of  each  other  ;  to 
guard  their  several  rights  ;  and,  in  contormity  to  their  respec- 
tive state  constitutions,  to  enact  just  and  equitable  laws  for  the 
•internal  regulation  and  security  of  the  citizens,  and  provide  for 
-their  faithful  execution.  The  performance  of  these  services, 
which,  on  the  part  of  this  state,  is  now  incumbent  upon  us,  is 
«ot  less  a  matter  of  interest  than  of  duty  ;  as  the  safety  of  all, 
that  is  dear  to  us,  depends  on  the  stability  of  the  constitutions, 
which  we  have  in  the  most  sok^mn  manner  engaged  to  support. 

The  patriotism  of  the  American  people  has  been  manifest 
in  upholding  the  present  system  of  national  government,  and 
the  continuance  of  our  union  is  obviously  necessary,  to  secure 
respect  from  other  nations,  and  preserve  tranquillity  among 
ourselves  ;  for,  unless  our  views  are  circumscribed  within  a 
narrow  circle,  we  must  perceive,  that  division  would  lead  us 
to  disorder  and  weakness,  and  expose  us  to  the  loss  of  national 
-importance  and  individual  liberty.  So  long  as  these  S  ates  are 
united,  they  will  con-tinue  to  increase  in  power  and  prosperity; 
but,  whenever  the  ties,  which  coimoct  them,  are  dissolved, they 
will  probably  decay,  and  fail  to  ruin  by  mutual  Jealousies  and 
intestine  feuds. 

There  is  no  evil,  to  v/hich  free  governmeHts  »re  more  ex- 
posed, than  the  prevalence  of  party  spirit.  The  extreme  vio- 
lence of  this  spirit  degrades  the  character  of  a  nation,  and  vi- 
tiates the  morals  of  the  people;  it  has  proved  fatal  to  almost 
every  other  republick,  either  by  enabling  a  successful  chief  to 
establi>h  ins  empire  on  its  ruins,  or  by  weakening;  its  ability  to 
oppose  foreign  invasion-;  it  tends  to  perv^Mt  the  judgment  as 
well  as  corrupt  the  heart,  and  renders  the  s\jbjecls  of  it  ui^so- 
cial  and  intolerant.  JNlen,  who  in  the  ordinary  commerce  of 
lite -would  disdain  to  make  "use  of  deception,  when  actuated  hy 
the  rage  of  party,  will  give  currency  to  reports,  which  at  least 
they  must  think  doubtful  ;  their  pretende<l  patriotism  degene- 
i-ates  into  an  eagerness  to  support  party  principles  ;  and,  in  or- 
der to  influence  opinions  or  measures,  or  to  retaliate  supposed 
injuries,  they  liave  no  scruple  in  violating  the  plainest  rules  of 
decency  and  justice.  Our  sentiments  on  political  subjects  will 
be  ditfcrent  ;  but  this  diversity,  if  in  expressing  it  we  confine 
ourselves  within  the  limits  of  truth  and  candour,  Vk^illnot  beiib* 
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jurious  ;  and.  If  it  produces  an  honourable  emulation  to  pro- 
mofC"  the  public  good,  may  even  be  useful,  it  is  impossible 
that  all  should  be  of  one  opinion,  and  it  is  a  reasonable  indul- 
gence to  suffer  every  man  to  enjoy  his  own  ;  in  many  cases, 
however,  an  open  and  fair  examination  of  publick  measures  is 
necessary,  to  enable  the  people  to  form  a  correct  judgment  con- 
cerning them  ;  and,  if  the  current  opinion  is  different  from  ours, 
we  may  endeavour,  by  calm  discussion,  without  artifice  or  cal- 
umny, to  correct  the  supposed  error.  But  the  man,  who  un- 
necessarily excites  public  alarm  or  resentment,  is  a  disturber 
of  the  peace — and,  whatever  his  pretences  may  be,  he  is  actu- 
ated by  improper  m.otives,  and  has  no  regard  to  the  interest*  of 
his  country. 

We  flatter  ourselves,  that  the  mild  character  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  and  their  general  information  will  save  us  from  those 
excesses  of  party  zeal,  by  which  other  nations  have  been  dis- 
graced ;  but  there  is  such  a  propensity  to  indulge  this  passion, 
and  it  has  so  often  proved  destructive,  that  good  men  should 
suppress  it  in  themselves,  and  discourage  the  appearance  of  it 
in  others  ;  this  duty  is  peculiarly  incumbent  on  the  publick  of- 
ficers of  the  State  ;  for,  if  at  any  time  they  should  unfortunate- 
ly happen  to  be  under  its  influence,  instead  of  guarding  th« 
publick  interest  with  steady  piitriutism,  they  might  indiscreetly 
sacrifice  it  to  private  attachments.  A  prudent  and  temperate 
course  of  proceeding  on  the  part  of  government  will  generally 
produce  moderation  and  acquiescence  in  the  people  ;  and  I 
hope  and  trust,  that,  in  discharging  the  duties  of  our  respective 
offices,  our  impartial  conduct  will  prove,  that  we  are  the  faith- 
ful agents  of  the  commonwealth,  and  not  the  leaders  or  instru- 
ments of  a  party  ;  and  that  we  invariably  endeavour  to  pro- 
mote the  peace  and  prosperity  of  our  fellow-citizens,  and  not 
to  excite  their  passions  or  confirm  their  prejudices. 

In  compliance  with  the  resolve  of  the  19th  of  February, 
commissioners  have  been  appointed  to  settle  all  disputes  be- 
tween the  proprietors  of  the  Kcnnebeck  purchase,  from  the  late 
colony  of  New-Plymouth,  and  any  person,  or  persons,  who 
may  have  made  improvements  on  the  lands  claimed  by  those 
proprietors.  If  the  settlers  and  others  who  are  interested,  shall, 
agreeably  to  the  recommendation  of  the  late  legislature,  sub- 
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mil  their  claims  to  the  commissioners,  there  is  the  utmost  rea- 
son to  exj)ect  that  the  tnu-quillity  of  that  part  of  the  State 
will  be  fully  ebtablihheil. 

Imniediately  after  the  resolve  of  the  10th  of  jNIarch  was 
passed,  which  relates  to  tlie  separating  line  between  this  com- 
monwealth and  the  province.sof  New-Brunswick  and  Lower  Ca- 
nada, I  wrote  to  the  secretary  of  state,  inclosing  a  copy  of  the 
resolve,  and  requesting  him  to  lay  the  subject  before  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  together  with  the  request  of  the  le- 
gislature, that  proper  measures  might  be  taken  to  ascertain  and 
settle  that  line.  1  have  received  an  answer  from  the  secretary, 
in  which  he  says,  that  our  minister  at  London  has  been  already 
instructed  concerning  a  derinition  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  isl- 
ands in  or  near  the  bay  of  Passamaquody,  and  that  he  will  be 
authorised  and  instructed  to  take  the  further  steps  necessary 
for  accomplishing  the  object  ;  and  that  the  other  part  of  the 
resolution,  will  receive  from  the  president  all  the  attention 
which  is  due  to  it,  and  to  the  wishes  of  the  legislature  of  Mas- 
sachusetts thereon. 

I  hciie  also  within  a  few  da^'s  received  a  letter  from  th« 
secretary  of  war,  in  which  he  objects  to  the  appraisement  of 
the  ordnance  and  military  stores,  which  heretofore  belonged  to 
this  commonwealth,  and  were  delivered  over  to  the  Unfted 
State§.  He  proposes  to  return  a  part  of  the  articles,  and  to 
pay  for  the  residue  at  reduced  prices.  If  this  proposal  shall 
^ot  be  acceded  to,  he  consents  to  a  reference  of  the  subject  to 
suitable  characters  mutually  named  by  the  parties,  to  ascer- 
tain and  conclusively  fix  the  value  of  the  respective  articles. 
The  letter  will  be  laid  before  you,  and  you  will  ado])t  such 
^casuicsns  you  may  think  most  conducive  to  an  equitable  con- 
.clusion  of  the  business. 

I  will  take  up  no  more  of  your  time,  Gentlemen,  in  at- 
tempting to  enumerate  particular  subjects  that  require  your 
attention.  At  this  season  of  the  year  you  will  wish  them  to  be 
iis  few  as  possible.  Whatever  measures,  which  have  for  thei-r 
object  the  public  good,  or  whatever  motives  of  interest  or  duty 
I  have  omitted  to  suf,gest,  tliey  will  rea<lily  occur  to  your  .re- 
flection and  experience  ;  and  1  shall  with  pleasure  do  all  that 
depends  on  me,  to  expedite  the  publick  business,  and  to  render 
the  session  agreeiible  to  the  members  of  the  government  and 
beneficial  to  the  people.  CALKS  STRONG. 
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ANSWER  OF  TUB  SENATE. 


J/;7j/  it  yhase  yoitr  Exitlkncy, 

THE  senate  sincerely  congratulate  your  excellency  upoa 
your  re-election  to  the  first  office  of  this  commonwealth.  And, 
however  delicate  or  arduous  may  be  the  duties,  which  you  ar« 
called  to  perform,  we  doubt  not  they  will  be  discharged  with 
that  wisdom,  impartiality  and  regard  to  the  best  interests  of 
yourconstituentp,  which  have  hitherto  marked  your  publick  con- 
duct, and  secured  to  you  their  esteem  and  a]}probation. 

In  all  our  deliberations  we  shall  endeavour  to  keep  our 
excellent  constitution  steaddy  in  view  ;  to  make  it  the  rule  and 
guide  of  our  conduct  ;  and  we  hope,  that  all  our  nieasures  will 
tend  to  promote  the  invaluable  objects  for  which  it  was  ordain- 
ed and  established.  We  are  sensible  that  government  is  neces- 
sary for  man  ;  without  it  he  cannot  enjoy  the  blessings  of  so- 
ciety. And  it  is  with  gratitude  we  reflect,  that  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  are  blessed  with  the  freest  governments  on 
earth  ;  which  emanated  from  themselves,  and  are  administer- 
ed by  men  of  their  own  appointment.  To  prove  the  superior- 
ity of  these  governments;  to  preserve  and  perpetuate  them  ;  to 
transmit  them  unimpaired  to  the  latest  posterity,  must  be  the 
highest  ambition  of  every  honest  citizen. 

With  your  excellency  we  feel  the  necessity  and  importance 
of  preserving  the  union  of  these  States.  On  it,  under  Divine 
Providence,  depend  our  respectability  and  safety,  as  a  nation, 
and  our  happiness,  as  individuals.  Incalculable  are  the  evils 
which  might  flow  from  their  disunion.  It  is  therefore  the  duty 
of  all,  but  more  especially  of  those  who  are  placed  in  publick 
office,  to  cultivate  and  cherish  such  a  spirit  as  will  best  tend 
to  avert  an  event  so  justly  to  be  deprecated.  As  the  best  mean, 
however,  of  perpetuating  our  union,  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  should  be  impressed  with  a  due  sense  of  the  importance 
of  preserving  the  federal  constitution  inviolate. 

To  strengthen  our  national  union,  to  give  stability  to  th« 
**  constitutions,  whicli  we  have  in  the  most  solemn  raaniicr  en- 
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gaged  to  support  ;''  to  promote  a  generous  confulencc  in  those, 
■who  are  called  to  administer  our  governments,  and  at  the  same, 
time  a  vigilant  attention  to  their  measures  of  admiiiistration^ 
are  not  less  the  dictates  of  interest,  than  of  duty.  We  trust, 
that  the  good  sense  and  patriotism  of  the  people  will  forever 
preserve  the  principles  of  our  constitutions  from  violation;  aud^ 
if,  under  the  influence  of  party  zeal,  or  a  mistaken  desire  ta 
promote  the  public  good,  any  acts  should  ever  be  passed  in- 
consistent with  those  principles,  that  they  will  not  obtain  the- 
sanction  of  time.  And  we  deem  it  proper  on  this  occasion  to 
declare,  that  we  consider  an  independent  judiciary  as  one  of 
ihe  best  supports  and  most  essential  attributes  of  a  free  govern- 
jnent. 

The  experience  of  all  aqes  has  proved  that  there  is  no  evil, 
to  which  free  nations  are  more  expo«?ed,  than  the  prevalence  of 
party  spirit.  It  is,  perhaps,  the  necessary  offspring  of  free  go- 
vernments ;  but  it  frequently  proves  their  bane  and  destruc- 
tion. It  is  incumbent,  therefore,  on  every  good  citizen,  care- 
fully to  watch  over  and  suppress  such  a  spirit  in  himself  ;  to 
frown  upon  and  discountenance  it  in  others.  They,  who,  to 
promote  party  purposes,  or  to  raise  themselves  to  office,  invent 
and  give  circulation  to  tales  of  calumny,  respecting  publick 
characters,  whatever  may  be  their  professions,  must  have  hearts 
totally  devoid  of  every  truly  virtuous  and  patriotic  principle. 
They  not  only  injure  the  persons,^  whom  they  calumniate,  but 
they  do  an  irreparable  injury  to  the  commuRity.  They  dis- 
courage good  men  from  accepting  offices  of  trust  and  respon- 
iibility.  They  introduce  men  unprincipled  and  regardless  of 
character  in  their  stead.  They  thereby  pave  the  way  for  the 
destruction  of  our  present  free  government,  and  will  enable 
some  popular  and  )-uccessful  usurper  to  establish  his  empire  on 
their  ruins.  We  flatter  ourselves,  that  the  mildness  of  the  A- 
merican  character  and  the  good  sense  of  the  people,  will  pre- 
serve them  from  these  evils  ;  but  it  ought  to  be  deeply  impress- 
ed on  their  minds,  that  the  only  way  to  avoid  the  calamities, 
which  have  befallen  other  free  nations,  is  to  avoid  their  errors. 

The  several  subjects,  which  your  excellency  has  pointed 
out  for  our  consideration,  and  any  subsequent  communications,, 
fvhich  you  ma}'  be  pleased  to  make,  shall  meet  a  prompt  and 
Jespectful  attention.     We  shdl  endeavour  to  expedite  the  pub- 
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lirk  bu-incss  by  fin  assiduous  attention  to  it.  We  doubt  not 
your  excellency's  disposition  to  render  the  session  agreeable  to 
the  members  of  the  government,  nor  your  ready  concurrence 
in  every  measure  calculated  to  promote  the  publick  good. 


A^'SWER  OF  THE  HOUSE.. 


Mdy  it  please  your  Excellenci/y 

THE  house  of  representatives  receive,  with  pleasure  and 
respect,  the  address  of  your  excellency  to  both  branches  of  the 
legislature,  and  offer  in  return  their  sincere  congratulations,  up- 
on the  recent  instance  of  the  high  esteem  and  increasing  con- 
fidence of  the  citizens,  manifested  in  the  late  election. 

We  are  fully  aware  of  the  delicate  nature  of  that  portion 
of  your  excellency's  duties,  which  regards  appointments  to  of- 
fice, and  lirmly  believe  that,  in  the  selection  of  candidates, 
your  excellency  has  been  uniformly  actuated  by  the  most  im- 
partial view  to  the  interest  and  convenience  of  the  people. — 
Competition  for  offices,  of  necessity,  gives  rise  to  personal  dis- 
appointments ;•  and  the  difficulty  of  deciding  upon  pretensions 
apparently  equal  must  sometimes  occasion  embarrassment. — • 
But  no  material  detriment  to  the  publick  interest  will  arise  from 
those  sources,  while  the  power  of  appointment  is  exercised  with 
a  sincere  desire  to  select  able  and  upright  men.  It  is  only 
when  subjected  to  the  influence  of  passion,  intolerance  or  par- 
ty projects,  that  this  power  becomes  a  scourge  to  the  people. 
The  sound  and  pertinent  sentiments  advanced  by  your  excel- 
leiicy,  upon  the  general  importance  of  government  to  the  peace 
erf  society,  its  tendency  to  promote  the  publick  happiness,  and 
induce  a  compliance  with  the  laws  of  the  Supreme  Being,  de- 
mand our  most  cordial  assent  and  approbation. 

We  rejoice  in  the  existence  of  that  national  constitution, 
which  unites  the  people  of  the  several  States  in  the  bonds  of 
interest,  and  entitles  thc-m  to  the  con\^mon  privilege  of  citizens, 
F2. 
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Nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  our  part  to  continue  and  extern? 
its  advantages  to  our  fellow-citizens,  by  the  performance  of 
£uch  duties,  as  on  the  part  of  this  commonwealth  is  now  in~ 
cumbent  upon  us. 

The  importance  of  the  union  of  the  States,  and  of  the  na- 
tional government,  to  our  safety  and  tranciuillity,  cannot  be  too- 
frequently  inculcated.  We  regard  the  preservation  of  both,  as 
the  most  sacred  of  our  publick  duties.  In  au  extensive  confed- 
eracy, composed  of  various  States,  mutual  jealousies  and  vio- 
lent collisions  of  opinion  are  naturally  expected  ;  and  it  may 
sometimes  happen,  that  local  politicks  and  predilections  may 
acquire  a  dangerous  ascendency  in  the  publick  councils.  In 
such  seasons,  patience,  moderation  and  a  reliance  upon  consti- 
tutional redress,  would  become  all  good  citizens.  If  instead 
of  this  temper,  the  publick  mind  should  be  actuated  by  despe- 
rate resolutions  to  abandon  tlie  union,  or  a  premature  diffidence 
of  our  means  to  maintain  it  ;  the  disorder  and  weakness  mci- 
dent  to  small  and  jarring  conTedcraciei;,  would  expose  us  to  the 
loss  of  national  importance  and  individual  liberty. 

We  unite  with  your  excellency,  in  deprecating  the  perni- 
cious effects  of  that  party  spirit  which  has  proved  the  bane  of 
every  other  republick,  and  which  is  the  principal,  if  not  the  on- 
ly sou  rse  of  the  calamities  which  threaten  a  fjoe  and  indepen- 
dent people.  The  evils  arising  from  the  excessive  indulgence 
of  this  intolerant  and  unsocial  spirit,;  among  those  who  are  not. 
the  immediate  agents  of  publick  affairs,  are  serious  obstacles  to 
general  prosperity  and  piivate  happiness.  But^  if,  in  an  elec- 
tive government,  not  merely  the  people,  but  their  rulers,  shall, 
become  infected  with  tliis  malignant  spirit  of  party  ;  if,  burst- 
ing from  the  confines  of  private  circles,  it  shall  shed  its  fatal 
influence  over  magistrates  and  legislators,  then  indeed  will  the 
publick  ialert-st  be  sacrificed  to  private  attachments  ;  then  will 
jnerit  languish  in  obscurity  a<id  disgrace,  while  honours  and 
promotion  await  the  selfish  and  unworthy  ;  then  will  such  a 
jiation  realize,  that  paper  constitutions  are  feeble  barriers  a- 
gainst  the  devices  of  sophistry  or  the  assaults  of  violence.  We 
trust,  however,  with  your  excellency,  that  the  mild  character 
of  our  fellow-citizens,  and  their  general  information,  will  save 
us  from  those  excesses  of  party  zeal,  by  which  other  nations 
have  been  disgraced.     This  salutary  object  is  naturally  promo- 
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ted  By  the  moderate  and  conciliatory  sentiments  of  a  chief  ma'^ 
gistrate,  when  sanctioned  by  his  conduct  and  example  ;  and  it 
is  a  tribute  ot  justice  due  to  your  excellency  to  declare,  that 
your  disposition  to  assuage  the  acrimony  ot"  party  is  not  left  to 
be  inferred  from  your  declarations  only  y  but  is  apparent  in  the 
whole  tenor  of  your  excellency's  publick  conduct. 

The  particular  subjects  detailed  in  your  excellency's  ad- 
dress, are  entitled  to,  and  shall  receive  our  diligent  attention  ;. 
and  we  shall  assiduously  co-o})erate  in  aflfording  that  dispatch 
to  the  business  of  the  session,  which  the  publick  convenience,- 
at  this  season  of  the  year,  peculiarly  requires. 


BY    HIS    EXCELLENCY    CALEB    STRONG,    ESQUIRE, 

Governour  and  Ccanmander  in  Chief  in  and  over  the  Commowwealih 

of  Massachusetts. 

A  PROCLAMATION,. 

TOR  A  DAY  OF  PUBLICK  THANKSGIVING. 

IT  being  the  ancient  and  laudable  usage  in  this  State,  at 
the  close  of  the  year,  to  appoint  a  solemn  festival,  to  commem- 
orate the  goodness  of  the  Supreme  Being  ;  and  publickly  to 
acknowledge  that  He  is  the  author  of  all  our  prosperity  ;  that 
we  owe  Him  our  continual-gratitude  forHis  unmerited  favours; 
and  that  He  is  the  source  and  end  of  all  the  oood   we  are   ca- 

o 

pable  of  doing  or  receiving  : 

I  do,  therefore,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of^the  coun- 
cil, appoint  Thursday,,  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  Novaribcr  next, 
to  be  observed  by  the  peopleof  this  commonwealth,  as  a  day  of 
publick  thanksgiving  and  praise  ;  and  the  ministers  and  people 
o^  every  denomination  are  requested  to  meet  together  on  that 
day,  that  we  may  devoutly  unite  in  our  humble  and  thankful 
acknowledgements  to  Almighty  God,  for  the  great  and  numer- 
ous blessings,  which  he  has  vouchsafed  to  bestow  upon  us  ;  for 
the  peace  and  tranquillity  with  which  we  are  favoured  ;  for  the 
enjoyment  of  our  civil  and  religious  privileges  ;  for  the  health 
which  Ue  has  been  pleased  to  continue  in  a  great  part  of  the 
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State,  jind  TTis  kind  interposition  in  behalf  of  those  places,  thaf 
have  beenvibited  with  sickness;  for  the  success,  which  He  has 
granted  to  our  trade,  manufactures  and  fisheries  ;  for  the  smiles 
Oi'  Mis  Providence  upon  the  labours  of  husbandry  in  the  course 
of  the  lasf'season,  and  the  abundance  of  food,  with  which  we 
are  supplied  ;  and  for  the  beneiits  He  has  conferred  upon  our 
nation,  and  that  profusion  of  Divine  goodness,  by  which  innu- 
merable multitudes  are  made  happy. 

And  to  the  acknowledgments  of  pious  gratitude  let  us  join 
the  penitent  confession  of  our  sins,  and  our  humble  suj^plica- 
tions  to  the  God  of  all  Grace,  that,  by  the  influence  of  Hisspi-- 
rit,  He  would  purify  our  hearts,  and  make  us  fruitful  ics  all  the 
works  of  righteousness  ;  that  he  would  prosper  the  achninis- 
tration  of  our  national  and  State  governments  ;  and  that  all 
their  measures  may  be  directed!  by  truth  and  integrity  ;  that, 
by  His  blessing  on  the  means  of  education  and  publick  instruc- 
tion,, our  youth  may  be  trained  to  industry,  virtue  and  useful: 
knowledge  ;  that  the  people  may  be  united  in  the  ties  of  mu- 
tual friendship  and  affection,  and  inspired  with  sentiments  of  jus- 
tice and  love  of  their  country  ;  and  that  we  may  continue  to 
possess  this  good  land,  and  leave  it  for  an  inheritance  for  our 
children  after  us  fore\er. 

That,  with  the  increase  of  commerce,  the  blessings  of  so- 
ciety and  friendly  intercourse  may  be  extended,  and  provision 
made  for  the  universal  spreading  of  divine  knowledge ;  and  that, 
all  opposition  to  tlic  cause  and  interests  of  the  Redeemer  mny 
appear  to  be  in  vain,  and  His  kingdom  triumph  over  all  its  en- 
emies. 

And  the  people  of  this  State  are  requested  to  abstain  from: 
labour,  and  such  amusements,  as  are  inconsistent  with  the  so- 
lemn services  of  the  said  day. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber  inBostoH,  this  twen- 
ty-second day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  and  in  the 
twenty-seventh  year  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

CALEB  STRONG. 
Bi/  his  Excellency's  command,  with  thel 
advice  and  consent  of  Council.  ) 

JOHN  AVERY,  Secretary,. 
GOD  saTe  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
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SPEECH 


DELIVERED  JANUARY  14,  1803. 

Gentlejnen  of  the  Senate^  mid 

Gentlemen  of  the  Home  of  Representatives ^ 

OUR  feUow-citizens,   during  the  last  year,  have  pursued 

their  employments  with  industry  and  success.  No  events  of 
an  alarming  nature  have  happened  to  disturb  the  peace  of  thi» 
State  ;  and,  if  a  spirit  of  competition  appeared  in  the  late  elec- 
tions, it  seldom  proceeded  to  injurious  lengths,  or  transgressed 
those  bounds  of  decency  and  moderation,  which  will  ever  be  re- 
spected by  a  virtuous  and  enlightened  people. 

'I'his  state  of  society  is  favorable  to  publick  happiness,  and 
must  jjive  peculiar  pleasure  to  you,  gentlemen,  as  it  prevents, 
the  embarrassments,  which  you  might  experience  in  a  more 
unprosperous  condition,  and  renders  your  legislative  dutie^^ 
easy  and  agreeable.  While,  in  other  nations,  the  attention  of 
their  governments  has  been  necessary,  to  secure  the  people  a- 
gainst  the  danger  of  want;  in  this  State,  the  productions  of 
the  soil,  by  the  favour  of  Divine  Providence,,  have  been  abun- 
dant, for  many  successive  years. 

The  lands  in  this  commonwealth,  in  almost  ever)'  instance,, 
may  be  rendered  fruitful,  and  prove  a  source  of  increasing 
wealth  and  plenty.  By  their  improved  cultivation,  the  people 
may  not  only  be  furnished  with  the  necessaries  and  delights  of 
life;  but  will  be  able  to  relieve  the  wants  of  other  countries, 
where  a  deficiency  may  happen  ;  where  the  inhabitants  are  so 
nun-jerous,  as  to  consume  a  greater  quantity  of  provisions  than 
their  land  commonly  produces. 

Agriculture  merits  tbe  attention  of  government,  as  one  of 
the  most  essential  articles  of  wise  and  useful  policy.  Happily 
for  mankind  it  is  a  pleasing  and  healthful  employment.  No 
object  of  industry  is  more  worthy  of  our  application,  or  more 
suitable  to  our  nature  ;  and  no  one  is  more  conducive  to  so- 
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it  has  been  patronized  by  tliose  who  administered  the  govern- 
ment. It  was  resj)ected  by  our  ancestors,  and  it  would  be 
unfortunate,  if  their  posterity  should  ever  think  themselves  de- 
graded by  an  employment  that  is  so  useful,  and  so  well  adapted 
to  preserve  innocent  and  virtuous  manners.  The  labour, 
which  is  employed  in  clearing  uncultivated  lands  and  making 
them  productive,  is  obviously  beneficial  to  the  publick.  It 
tends,  perhaps,  more  than  any  other,  to  increase  the  aggregate 
population  of  the  State,  which  is  an  object  of  great  political 
tonfcequence  ;  and  it  must  afford  the  most  pleaKing  reflections 
to  the  individual  cultivators,  when,  by  their  industry,  they  have 
turned  a  wilderness  into  a  fruitful  field. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  the  foreign  de- 
mand forprovision  has  amply  rewarded  the  farmer's  industry; 
and  the  expectation  of  that  demand  has  occasioned  uncommon 
exertions  to  supply  it.  In  this  way  we  are  indebted  to  com- 
merce for  the  increase  of  industry,  as  well  as  for  its  recom- 
pense. We  have  hitherto  found  a  market  for  any  quantity  of 
produce  we  could  raise,  beyond  what  was  necessary  for  our 
own  consumption.  The  price  may  be  reduced  in  consequence 
of  the  peace  in  Europe,  and  there  may  hereafter  be  occasional 
interruptions  to  fhe  demand  abroad, which  may  produce  incon- 
reniences.  But,  as  our  exports  are,  for  the  most  part,  ei- 
ther articles  of  food,  or  materials  necessary  for  the  manufac- 
tures of  other  nations  ;  there  is  some  ground  to  expect,  that 
their  ])rice,  will  generally  be  in  a  reasonable  proportion  with 
that  of  the  commodities,  for  which  they  are  exchanged. 

To  guard  against  the  inconveniences-  I  have  mentioned,, 
and  to  insure  a  demand  for  the  produce  of  our  soil,  which  will  - 
not  be  affected  by  external  events,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
render  us  less  dependent  upon  foreign  nations,  it  is  wise  policy 
to  encourage  our  own  manufactures.  The  dispositions  of 
men  are  suited  to  different  kinds  of  industry  ;  and,  though  the 
pursuitsof  agriculture  are  agreeable  to  a  great  part  of  them, 
yet  some  are  averse  to  this  sort  of  labour  ;  and  others,  eitlier 
from  nature  or  accident,  are  rendered  incapable  of  supporting 
it.  These,  however,  may  be  equally  useful  to  the  publick,  by 
employing  their  talents  in  mechanick  and  mannfaciuring  occu- 
pations.    Our  own  country  is  capable  of  supplying   the  mulG.— 
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rials  for  almost  every  kind  of  useful  manufactures  ;  and  it  ii 
our  duty  and  intorest,  to  derive  all  the  advantages  in  our  pow- 
er from  tli's  fortunate  circurastance. 

A  valuable  pirt  of  the  articles  exported  from  this  State 
is  furnished  by  the  fisheries  ;  they  therefore  claim  particular 
attentioi;.  But,  though,  tVom  our  situation  and  habits,  we  are 
most  directly  interested  in  their  success,  they  will  ever  appear 
to  be  of  great  importance  to  national  security,  when  a  system 
of  maritime  defence  is  contemplated.  These  aud  other  branch- 
es of  useful  labour,  which  have  relation  to  the  means  of  pub- 
lick  safety,  will,  we  presume,  receive  from  the  national  legisla- 
ture, the  degree  of  protection  and  patronage,  which  their  im- 
portance requires. 

The  duties,  imposed  by  the  general  government  on  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  articles,  operate  as  a  bounty  upon  our  owri 
manufactures.  But  still  it  may  be  requisite  for  the  State  gov- 
ernment to  do  something  to  encourage  this  species  of  industry, 
and  even  to  afford  pecuniary  assistance  to  persons,  who  are  en- 
gaged in  introducing  new  branches,  or  in  prosecuting  those, 
whicii  are  eminently  useful.  In  general,  however,  when  a  man- 
ufacture is  established,  its  continuance  must  depend  upon  the 
profits  arising  from  it  ;  if  they  fail  to  defray  the  expenses,  it  is 
an  indication  that  the  labour  ought  to  be  applied  to  a  more 
beneficial  purpose. 

The  success  of  manufactures  depends  in  a  great  measure 
on  the  manner,  in  which  the  work  is  executed.  A  want  of 
integrity  in  the  persons  concerned  must  eventually  prove  de- 
structive to  the  branch  in  which  they  aie  engaged  ;  and,  when 
the  in'iividuals  are  numerous,  the  careful  attention  of  the  legis- 
lature will  be  necessary,  to  prevent  discredit  to  a  whole  class 
of  men  by  the  frauds  of  a  few.  To  this  end  our  inspection 
laws  have  been  framed  ;  and,  if  carried  faithfully  into  exccu- 
fion,  and  extended,  as  there  shall  be  occasion,  to  other  objects, 
will  be  of  great  use  in  improving  the  quality  of  our  manufac- 
tures, and  preventing  those  deceitful  practices,  which  would 
destroy  their  credit. 

It  has  been  often  said,  that  our  manufacturing  establish- 
ments will  not  succeed,  so  long  as  labour  is  at  the  present 
high  price.  This  observation  is  not  confirmed  by  general  ex- 
perience; for  in  many  instances  they  are  now  in  a  houriihin^ 
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)and  progressive  state.  Our  domestick  manufactures  are  also 
of  ver)'  great  importance,  both  to  publick  and  private  prosperi- 
ty ;  as  they  furnish  a  large  proportion  of  the  necessary  ardcies 
of  clothing  and  furniture,  they  are  entitled  to  every  degree  of 
encouragement,  and  no  friend  to  his  country  will  despise  or 
undervaliu^  them. 

An  increase  of  the  manufacturing  and  commercial  interests 
manifestly  tends  to  a  flourishing  state  of  agriculture,  by  increas- 
ing the  demand  for  the  surplus  produce  of  the  land.  These 
several  interests  are  mutually  dependent,  and  there  seems  to 
be  no  cause  of  jealousy  betweeji  them.  A  wise  government 
will  direct  and  guard  them  with  an  equal  hand.  It  will  ba 
the  constant  object  of  such  a  government,  to  excite  and  pre- 
serve a  spirit  of  industry  among  the  people,  by  assisting  them 
to  gain  a  reward  for  each  kind  of  labour.  Industry  may  then 
be  lett  for  the  most  part  to  its  own  direction.  The  people  will 
fiivide  themselves  into  different  professions  ;  their  discernment 
will  enable  ifiem  to  make  a  prudent  choice  ;  and  lead  them  to 
pursuits,  in  which  their  private  advantage  and  that  of  the  pub- 
lick  will  concur. 

In  compliance  with  your  request  in  the  resolve  of  the  23d 
of  June,  1  transmitted  to  the  president  of  the  United  States  a 
statement  of  the  proceedings  concerning  the  ordnance  and  mil- 
itary stores,  which  belonged  to  this  commonwealth,  and  were 
taken  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  ;  and  requested  payment 
€)f  the  monies  due  for  them.  I  received  an  answer  from  the 
president,  and  have  also  received  letters  from  the  secretaries  of 
war  and  of  the  navy  on  the  same  subject.  1  he  council  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  agree  to  the  proposal  made  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  and  advised  me  to  lay  the  papers  before  the 
general  court,  that  they  might  take  such  measures  in  the  case, 
as  they  might  think  proper. 

Together  with  those  papers  the  secretary  will  lay  before 
j'ou  a  letter,  whicli  I  received  from  the  attorney-general,  inclo- 
sing copies  of  the  rule  and  award  in  the  case  of  the  common- 
wealth against  the  town  of  Boston,  concerning  the  old  state- 
house.  Me  will  also  deliver  you  attested  copies  of  the  proceed- 
ings in  two  cases  in  the  supreme  judicial  court,  holden  for  the 
county  of  Hancock  in  June  last,  which  were  forwarded  to  me 
by  the  solicitor-general,  that  they  might  be  submitted  to  your 
inspection. 


•  •  •  • 

This  session  commences  with  a  fair  prospect  of  concorcl 
'«ncl  usefulness.  I  hope  that  nothing  will  happen  to  inteiiup"t 
the  good  agreement  ;  and  that  we  shall  prove  ourselves  worthy 
of  the  contidence,  which  our  fellow-citizens  have  reposed  in  us, 
by  endeavouring  to  secure  to  them  all  the  advantages,  which 
their  situation  will  admit  ;  and  by  redressing,  as  far  as  it  is  'm 
our  power,  th«  evils,  ©f  vkicU  t^iey  may  have  reason  to  com- 
;plaia. 

CALEB  STRONG. 


ANSWER  OF  THE  SENATE 


3Iai/  it  please  your  -Excellenci/, 

IT  is  with  the  most  grateful  sensations,  that  tlie  senate 
^hasten  to  reciprocate  your  excellency's  sentiments  on  the  peace- 
ful and  prosperous  situation  of  this  commonwealth,  and  in 
finding  themselves  enabled  to  discharge  their  ordinary  legisla- 
tive duties,  without  any  publick  embarrassments,  fiscal  neces- 
sities, or  contrarient  interests,  to  divert  their  attention  from  the 
provisions  necessarily  promotive  of  the  individual  and  general 
happiness  of  our  constituents. 

1  he  late  European  war  has  brought  into  the  most  exten- 
«ive  operation  the  natural  products  of  our  country,  and  expe- 
rimentally taught  us  the  sound  results  of  industry  and  goo4 
husbandry,  in  the  advancement  of  commerce,  the  vast  increase 
of  provisions,  and  with  them  those  comforts,  that  unite  to  ren- 
der us  a  flourishing  people. 

If,  in  a  government  free  as  our  own,  the  liberties  of  the 
press,  and  our  very  frequent  electioneering  contests,  tend  to 
provoke  party  rancour,  and  keep  the  publick  pulse  in  a  febrile 
^tate,  we  can  only  regret  them,  as  the  drawbacks  of  freedom, 
necessarily  attendant  on  uncontincd  discussion,  and  of  a  nature, 
"w  hich  a  more  extended  experience  and  a  more  improved  state 
of  SQciety,  we  hope,  will  correct. 
G 
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The  papers  referred  to  in  your  excellency's  communica- 
tion shall  meet  ail  the  attention,  which  their  circumstances  re- 
quire. And  we  trust,  that  a  spirit  of  candour  and  concord 
will  so  pervade  the  uiflerent  branches  of  the  iegislatuie,  during 
the  whole  of  the  session,  as  to  promote  the  real  interests  of  that 
coranuv.,ity,  who  have  confided  to  us  the  sacred  trust  of  guard- 
fin;  their  rights,  and  extending  the  general  prosperity. 


ANSWER  OF  THE  HOUSE. 


May  it  phase  your  Excellency, 

THE  house  of  representatives  partake,  with  great  sincer- 
ity, in  the  satisfaction  expressed  by  your  excellency,  in  con- 
templating the  peaceful  and  prosperous  conditioii  of  the  State, 
Vv'e  rejoice,  that  the  spirit  cf  competition,  in  the  late  elections, 
has  not  transgressed  the  bounds  of  decency  and  moderation. 
A  regard  to  these  principles  in  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  suf- 
frage will  preserve  us  from  the  influence  of  passions,  which,  iti 
elective  governments,  so  often  injure  the  cause  of  freedom,  by 
expelling  from  the  service  of  their  country  its  best  and  most 
approved  friends,  and  confiding  power  to  the  hands  of  unprin- 
cipled and  capricious  leaders,  who  disguise,  in  the  specious  garb 
of  reform,  delusive  innovations,  which  flatter,  while  they  ruin, 
a  nation. 

1  he  intimate  connexion  and  mutual  dependence  of  agri- 
culture, commerce  and  manufactures,  so  justly  delineated  by 
your  excellency,  cannot  iail  to  attract  the  attention  of  every 
wise  government,  it  is  by  affording  an  impartial  patronage  to 
all  these  interests,  that  each  is  rendered  capable  of  extending 
itself  to  the  full  scope  of  its  natural  limits,  and  of  producing  a 
beneficial  re-action  upon  the  others,  b}^  which  the  joint  efforts 
and  industry  of  the  community  ai:e  rendered  productive  of  the 
greatest  possible  results.  In  legislating  upon  these  important 
subjects,   we  shall  keep   in  view   the  principles  advanced  by 
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your  excetlf  ncj,  and  endeavour  to  apply  them  with  succcii. 
We  perfectly  assent  to  ihe  position,  that  no  just  cause  of  jea- 
lousy exists  between  them,  and  we  disclaim  all  visionary  sys- 
tems, which  would  represent  any  one  class  of  citizens,  as  the 
peculiar  favourites  of  Divine  or  human  legislation. 

The  advaulatrcs  of  an  extensive  and  prosperous  commerce 
have  been  eminently  realized,  during  the  late  European  war, 
by  ready  markets  and  high  prices  afforded  to  our  produce  ;  by 
improvements  in  the  science  and  practi':e  of  agriculture,  and 
by  the  great  increase  of  commercial  capital.  From  the  sudden 
termination  of  hostilities,  much  embarrassment  and  inconve- 
nience were  naturally  apprehended  by  the  farmer  and  then.er- 
chant.  But,  although  the  rapid  accuniulation  of  wealth  has 
been  checked,  and  new  modes  of  employment  must  be  devised 
for  a  portion  of  that  already  acquired  ;  yet  experience  thus  far 
has  demonstrated,  that  no  inconvenience  has  resulted  from  the 
peace,  sufficient  to  damp  the  consolations  of  humanity,  or  tha 
pleasure  arising  from  the  consciousness 'of  security.  The  peo- 
ple of  this  commonwealth  have  retained  their  moral  habits, 
their  religious  institutions  and  their  political  integrity.  Gene- 
-pal  plenty,  competence  and  unexampled  prosperity,  have  also 
justified  the  wisdom  of  that  policy,  which  preserved  .to  us  peace 
with  all  nations,  filled  the  coffers  of  our  national  treasury,  en- 
abled this  commonwealth  to  reduce  its  debt,  and  augmented 
our  population  and  resources  beyond  the  most  sanguine  calcu- 
lations. 

We  sincerely  unite  with  your  excellency  in  the  benevolent 
hope,  that  the  business  of  the  sessions,  so  auspicioasly  commen- 
ced, may  be  conducted  in  a  spirit  of  harmony,  and  that  all  our 
measures  ^m ay  indicate  an  anxious  desire  to  prove  ourselves 
worthy  of  the  confidence  of  our  fellow-citizens,  and  to  secure 
to  th«m  all  the  advantages,  which  they  are  entitled  to  expect. 
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UY  HIS  EXCELLENCY  CALEB  STRONG,  esquire^ 

Governour  of  the  Co7nmonxveaitk  of  Massachusetts. 

A  PROCLAMATION 

Fin-  a  DAY  of  PUBLICK  FASTING  aiid  PRAYER. 

A  BELIEF  of  the  agency  of  the  Supreme  Being,  in  d*~ 
termining  the  condition,  as  well  of  States  as  individuals,  indu- 
ced our  pious  forefathers,  at  tire  beginning  of  each  year,  to  ap- 
point a  day  of  publick  fasting  and  prayer  ;  that,  in  joint  acts- 
of  devotion,  they  might  acknowledge  His  providential  govern- 
inent,  and  implore  His  blessing  on  their  publick  measures  and 
private  concerns. — This  practice,  which  is  coeval  with  the  set- 
tlement of  the  State,  has  been  retained  to  the  present  time,  and 
is  still  recommended  by  its  own  propriety. 

Therefore,  by  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,!  ap~ 
point  Thursdai/^  the  seventK  day  of  April  next,  to  be  observed 
as  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer,,  through  the  commonwealth  ;, 
and  request  the  ministers  and' people,  of  tlie  different  religious 
(denominations,  to  assemble  in  their  respective  places  of  worship 
©n  that  day; — that  we  may  offer  unto  God  the  penitent  con- 
fession of  our  tins,  and  our  devout  supplications  for  the  bless- 
ings, that  are  necessary  for  us  ;,  and  beseech  Him,  that,  through 
the  merits  of  the  Redeemer,  we  may  obtain  His  forgiveness, 
And  be  enabled  to  render  ourselves  well  pl«asing  in  His  sight, 
by  presenting  Him  the  service  of  pure  and  humble  hearts  ;— 
that  He  would  pros:per  the  United  States,,  and  preserve  and 
strengthen  their  union  ; — that  those  who  are  in,  authority  in 
the  national  and  State  governments,  may  rule  with  justice  and 
impartiality,  and  make  the  laws  the  standard  of  their  actions  ;— 
that  the  people,  by  a  careful  attention  to  their  relative  duties, 
may  render  to  every  man,  in  every  station  and  character,  tlie 
«steem  and  respect,  which  he  justly  claims  ; — that  every  de- 
nomination of  christians  may  prove  the  sincerity  of  their  faitb, 
by  such  a  temper  and  conduct,  as  the  religion  they  profess  was 
intended  to  inculcate  and  produce  ; — and  that  we  may  all  re- 
gard each  others'  circumstances  with  benevolence  and  com- 
passion ;  and  be  induced,   from.a  sense  of  our  need  of  the.  di- 
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vine  clemency,  to  exerasc  mutual  charity  and  forbearance.  ; — 
that  He  woukl  save  us  from  wasting  yckness,  and  continue  to 
us  the  blessings  of  health  ; — that  He  would  grant  success  to 
our  husbandry,  and  cause  the  ensuing  season  to  be  favourable 
to  the  growth  and  perfection  of  the  fruits  of  the  earth  ;^-that 
He  would  continue  to  prosper  our  trade,  manufactures  and 
fisheries; — that  He  would  smile  on  the  means  of  education, 
and  that  the  instructors  of  the  people  and  the  preceptors  of 
youth,  may  be  eminently  useful  in  diffusing  knowledge,  and 
promotiug  the  interests  of  religion,  good  morals  and  well  regu- 
lated society  ; — that  He  would  accomplish  the  predictions 
concerning  the  prosperity  and  increase  of  the  christian  church  ; 
when  the  power  and  policy  of  its  enemies  shall  be  disarmed  ; 
when  truth  and  righteousness  shall  universally  prevail,  and  all 
the  ends  of  the  earth  shall  see  the  salvation  of  God. 

And  the  people  of  this  State  are  requested  tr*  abstain  from. 
such  labour  and  recreation,  as  are  inconsistent  with  the  solemn 
services  of  the  said  day. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  Boston,  this  six- 
teenth day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
one  thousand  eight  hnndred  and  three,  and  in  th« 
twenty-seventh  year  of  the  independence  of  the  U- 
iiited  States  of  America^ 

CALEB  STRONG. 

B^  his  Excellency  s  command,  with  the  "> 
adiice  and  consent  of  Council.         y 

JOHN  AVERY,  Secretary. 

GOD  save  the  Commonwealth  of  Mawtchusetti. 

G2 
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SPEECH 

DELIVERED  xMAY  31,  1803. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Represent ativeSf 

WE  are  now  entering  upon  the  duties  Avhich  have  boeirf 
assigned  to  us  respectively  by  our  fellow-citiz-ens.  Permit 
me,  on  this  occasion,  to  return  them  my  sincere  thanks  for  the 
repeated  proofa  of  their  esteem  and  contidence  ;.and  to  assure 
you,  gentlemen,  that  I.  shall  cheerfully  concur  with  you  in 
<?very  prudent  and  salutary  measure  for  the  preservation  oi 
their  rights,  the  advancetnent  of  their  interests,  and  the  im- 
^irovement  of  their  min<ls  in  wisdom  and  virtue. 

To  y©'i»  gentleme'.^,  the  legislative  authority  of  the  com- 
monwealth IS  committed.  In  discharging  this  important  trus-t 
your  deliberate  reflections  will  be  employed,  .to  establish  such 
laws  for  the  welfare  of  the  State,  as  you  may  think  necessary, 
to  support  and  defend  its  government  ;  to  protect  property  ; . 
to  aiuse  personal  liberty  to  be  respected  ^  to  improve  our  sys- 
tem of  jurisprudence,  and  provide  for  the  impartial  interpre-- 
tation  and  faithful  execution  of  the  laws. 

An  equal  administration  of  justice  is  indispensably  requi- 
site, to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  Stale  and  the  rights  of  the 
citizens.  Impressed  with  the  importance  of  this  object,  the - 
framers  of  our  constitution  were  piU'ticularly  solicitous  ta 
•nsure  the  independence  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  judicial 
court  ;  so  that  in  their  legal  decisions  they  might  be  in  no 
dana;er  of  partiality,  from  motives  of  private  interest.  It  is- 
iherefore  provided  by  that  instrument,  not  only  that  they  shall 
hold  their  ofilces  daring  good  behaivour,  .but  that  permanent 
and  honourable  salaries  shall  be  established  by  law  for  their 
support.  A  law  was  indeed  passed  for  this  purpose,  bu%. 
the  compensation  being  found  inadequate,  the  legislature  for  a 
scries  of  years  have  made  an  annual  grant  to  the  judges,  to 
make  good  the  deficiency.  If  their  stated  salaries  shall  still 
appear  to  be  ini.utricient  for  their  honourable  support,  will  it  not 
h^  more  conformable  to  the  consti^Jtion  to  increase  the  allow- 
-  ».nte  bv  an  act  without  &  determitiutii  limitation,   than    by   re- 
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solves,  which  operate  but  for  a  single  year,  and    which  render" 
the  highest  judicial  court  dependent,  annually,    for    a*  part  oi 
their  subsistence,  upon  the  good  will  of  each  branch  of  the  leg? 
islature. 

Since  the  last  session  of  the  general  court,  I  have   receiv- 
ed a  letter  from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  which  will 
be  laid  before  you  by  the  secretary,  and  which  enclosed  a  copy 
of  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives   of 
the  national  government  ;  in  which  the  president  is  requested  to 
write  to  the  executive  of  each   State,    urging    the    importance 
and  indispensable  necessity  of  vigorous  exertions  on  the  part  of 
the  State  governments,  to  carry  into  effect    the  militia   system 
adopted  by  the  national  legislature,    agreeably   to   the   powers 
reserved  to  the  States  respectively  by   the    constitution   of  the 
United  States.      Perhaps  the  militia  of  this  commonwealth  was 
never  in  a  more  respectable  condition  than   at   present.     But, 
if  any  measures   can   be  taken  to  carry  the  system    into   more 
complete  effect,  I  have  no  doubt  of  your    disposition  to    adopt 
them.     Indeed  it  will  always  be  necessary  for    us   to   cultivate^ 
the  military  art  ;  not  to  enable  us  to  commit  outrages  with  im- 
punity, but  to  defend  ourselves  against  the  attempts  of  unprin- 
cipled and  ambitious  men,  who  consider  all    means    as  lawful,, 
that  promote  their  ends,  and  who  make  their  glory   consist    in 
spreading  miriery  through  the  world. 

In  pursuance  of  the  resolve  of  the  23d  of  last  June,  for  sea- 
ling the  powder  magazine  in  Boston,  and  erecting  two  others  out 
of  the  town,  a  piece  of  land  in  Roxbury,  being  the  principal 
part  of  the  island  called  Pine-Island,  has  been  purchased  for 
the  u=;e  of  the  commonwealth,  and  a  magazine  erected  thereon. 
It  is  proposed  to  erect  the  other  with  the  materials  of  wliich  the 
magazine  in  Boston  was  constructed,  as  soon  as  a  suitable  plat 
of  ground  can  be  obtained  for  the  purpose.  This  course  is 
thought  to  be  most  advantageous  for  the  State,  and  will  be  pur- 
sued, if  it  is  not  disagreeable  to  the  legislature. 

The  treasurer  will  prepare  for  your  inspection  a  statement, 
containing  a  g.eneral  view  of  the  debts  of  the  commonwealth, 
and  the  sources  of  supply  to  the  treasury.  I  hope  that  upon 
comparing  the  funds  f.nd  revenues  of  the,  State  with  the  neces- 
sary exj^ences,  you  will  find,  that  provision  may  be  made  for 
the  paynuMit  ot  the  remaining  debt  in  the  course  of  the  present 
year,  without  exposing  the  treasury  to  embarrassment. 
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Other  circumstances,  of  which  it  may  be  proper  that  you- 
should  be  informed,  or  to  which  your  attention  should    be   in- 
vited, will  probably  be  the  subjects  of  particular  messages. 

The  constitution  of  the  State  forms  a  common  interest  a- 
mong  the  people,  and  is  designed  to  unite  them  in  those  friend- 
ly sentiments,  that  make  society  tranquil  and  happy.  It  se- 
cures to  every  man  in  the  commonwealth  an  equal  claim  to 
social  advantages  ;  every  man,  therefore,  however  limited  his 
sphere  of  action,  should  contribute  all  in  his  power  to  the  pub-- 
lie  good.  The  members  of  the  government  will  on  their  part 
think  themselves  obliged  to  encourage  by  their  example,  a  love 
of  order  and  respect  for  the  laws  ;  to  endeavour  to  remove  the 
grounds  of  discord  and  misunderstanding  among  their  fellow- 
citizens,  and  cement  friendship  between  them  ;  and  to  exhibit- 
such  patterns  of  purity  in  manners,  and  rectitude  of  conduct^ 
as  shall  tend  to  promote  the  practice  of  religious,  moral  and 
social  duties  among  all  classes  of  the  people. 

CALEB  STRONG. 


ANSWER  OF  THE  SENATE. 


May  it  please  your  Excellency ^ 

THE  senate  of  Massachusetts  take  this  opportunity  to  pre-- 
sent  their  congratulation  on  your  honourable  re-election  to  the 
first  executive  office  of  this    commonwealth   by   the   voluntary 
suffrages  of  your  fellow-citizens. 

Entering  upon  the  legislative  duties  of  the  year,  we  accept 
with  satisfaction,  the  assurance  of  your  cheerful  concurence 
in  every  prudent  and  salutary  measure  of  legislation  ;  and,  in. 
return,  we  beg  your  excellency  to  be  assured,  on  our  part^  of 
all  that  respect,  support  and  confidence,  which  are  due  to  the 
elected  chief  magistrate  of  a  free  people. 

The  protection  of  property,  the  security  of  personal  liber- 
ty, the  support  of  government,  and    the  improvement   of  our 
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mendation, employ  our  deliberate  reflections. 

An  equal  administration  of  justice  is  an  object  of  primary- 
importance.  With  a  view  to  so  desirable  an  end,  our  consti- 
tution has  wisely  provided,  that  the  justices  of  the  supreme 
judicial  court  shall  hold  their  offices  daring  good  behaviour, 
and  that  permanent  and  honourable  salaries  shall  be  estab- 
lished for  their  support  ;  we  therefore,  unite  in  the  opinion, 
that  their  salaries,  whatever  may  be  deemed  the  reasonable  .'i- 
mount  thereof,  ought  to  be  permanent  and  honourable,  and 
established  by  standing  laws. 

We  receive,  with  pleasure,  your  excellency's  communica- 
tion of  the  letter  of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  written 
at  the  request  of  the  house  of  representatives,  for  the  purpos* 
of  stimulating  the  exertions  of  the  State  governments  to  carry 
into  effect  the  national  militia  system,  in  order  to  be  seasonably 
prepared  for  a  vigorous  defence  of  our  country,  if,  unfortunate- 
ly, occasion  should  require  : — And,  although  peace  with  all 
nations,  on  honourable  terms,  is  the  wish  and  the  interest  of 
the  United  States,  yet,  as  your  excellency  justly  observes,  ife 
will  always  be  necessary  for  us  to  cultivate  the  military  art  ; 
not  to  enable  us  to  engage  in  wars  of  ambition  or  revenge  ; 
but  for  self  defence  and  the  necessary  vindication  of  our  rights. 
Tile  present  respectable  condition  of  the  militia  of  Massachu- 
setts is  justly  a  subject  of  congratulation.  Any  additional 
measures  to  render  this  important  institution  still  more  effect- 
ual, will  be  readily  adopted  by  the  senate. 

The  course  pursued  by  your  excellency,  in  execution  of 
the  resolve  of  the  23d  of  June  last,  on  the  subject  of  the  pow- 
der magazine,  is  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  senate. 

Impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  evils  of  a  large  publick  debt, 
and  the  sound  policy  of  a  gradual,  yet  speedy  extinguishment 
thereof,  the  senate  concur  with  your  excellency  in  the  hope, 
that,  upon  comparing  the  funds  and  resources  of  the  Stats 
with  the  necessary  publick  expenses,  it  will  be  found  that  pro- 
vision may  be  made  for  a  payment  of  a  part  of  the  remaining 
debt  of  this  commonwealth,  in  the  course  of  the  present  year, 
without  embarrassing  the  treasury. 

Any  communications,  which  your  excellency  may  think 
proper  to  make,  willcomn:iand  our  particular  attention. 


•  •'  •  • 

With  your  excellency,  the  senate  recognize  the  duty  of" 
every  citizen,  in  conftidoration  of  the  equal  rights  secured  by 
our  constitutions,  to  contribute,  in  his  appropriate  sphere  oi 
action,  to  the  publick  good.  The  individual  members  of  gov- 
ernment, and  ail,  who  are  placed  in  influential  situations,  are 
under  peculiar  obligations  to  encourage,  by  precept  and  ex- 
ample, the  practice  of  social,  political  and  religious  duties; — 
to  remove  the  grounds  of  popular  discord  and  discontent ; — 
to  promote  a  love  of  order,  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  respect 
for  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  national  and  State  govern- 
ments ;  to  restrain  the  rage  of  parties,  and  tranquillize  the  pub- 
lick  mind. 


ANSWER  OF  THE  HOUSE. 


May  it  please  your  Excellency ^ 

THE  house  of  representatives  receive  your  speech  with 
all  the  deference  and  attachment  due  to  your  character. 
Your  re-election,  as  our  chief  magistrate,  evinces  the  discern- 
ment of  our  fellow  citizens,  and  is  a  just  tribute  to  your  talents 
and  virtues.  We  possess  entire  confidence,  that  you  will  cheer- 
fully concur  in  every  prudent  and  salutary  measure  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  their  interests,  and  the  improvement  of  their 
minds  in  wisdom  and  virtue. 

We  are  deeply  and  solemnly  impressed  with  the  impor- 
tance of  rendering  the  judicial  department  as  independent,  as 
the  lot  of  humanity  and  the  state  ol  society  will  admit.  The 
evils  which  arise  from  temporary  grants,  and  which  are  eji- 
creasing,  trom  their  repetition,  will,  unless  speedily  remedied, 
break  down  that  essential  branch  of  our  government,  which  is 
a  barrier  against  unlimited  disorder. 

With  these  sentiments,  the  house  of  representatives  will 
occupy  themselves  on  this  subject,  and  they  will  endeavur 
to  place  the  impartial  administration  of  justice  on  the  indepen- 
dent basis,  established  in  the  language  and  by  the  spirit  of  our 
♦onstitution. 
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The  views  a»d  habits  of  our  citizens,  for  a  long  period, 
have  induced  those  laws  and  regulations,  which  have  conferred 
on  our  militia  its  present  elevated  reputation.  But,  if,  upon  a 
revision,  it  should  be  iound,  that  further  measures  are  necessa- 
ry, to  render  the  system  more  perfect,  we  will  promptly  adopt 
them.  The  preservation  ofallthatis  valuable  to  man  in  a 
state  of  society,  indispensably  requires,  that  our  government 
should  possess  such  arrangements  and  force,  as  should  be  ade- 
quate to  meet  and  coHtrol  those  convulsive  events,  to  which  all 
communities  are  liable. 

It  is  the  ardent  love  of  country,  inherent  in  native  breasts, 
cherished  by  valour,  and  braced  by  military  art  and  science, 
that  buoys  a  nation  above  all  apprehensions  of  the  consequen- 
ces of  asserting  its  rights,  or  braving  the  attempts  or  assumption 
of  internal  or  external  enemies. 

It  affords  u&,  therefore,  great  satisfaction  to  learn,  that  the 
executive  of  the  United  States  is  endeavoring  to  rouse  a  nation- 
al spirit  of  defence;  and  we  cannot  doubt,  that  the  general 
government  will  provide  and  organize  every  mean  for  the  se- 
curity and  protection  of  our  property  and  of  our  honour  at 
home  and  abroad. 

Our  citizens  well  know,  by  the  experience  of  the  opera- 
tions of  our  excellent  constitutions,  how  to  appreciate  true  hap- 
piness. Ages  have  passed,  of  which  history  has  had  cogni- 
zance, and  tim.e  will  contim.ie  to  unrol  its  destinies,  subject  to 
the  future  observation  of  man  ;  but  it  may  be  fairly  questioned, 
whether  any  jieople  have  existed,  or  will  probably  exist,  in  a 
state  of  society  more  perfectly  in  possession  of  personal  liberty, 
-and  the  honest  acquisition  and  enjoyment  of  properly,  than  tho 
citizens  of  this  commonwealth.  It  will,  therefore,  be  the  duty 
of  the  members  of  the  government,  to  take  every  measure  in 
their  power,  and  by  their  example  to  encourage  a  love  of  or- 
der and  respect  for  the  laws,  and  to  remove  all  grounds  of 
misunderstanding  among  their  fellow-citizens,  so  that  their 
present  happy  condition  may  be  continued  unimpaired,  and  pro- 
gressing in  improvement. 

Any  further  communications  from  your  excellency  will  bt 
♦eceived  with  the  attention  due  to  so  respectable  a  source. 
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»T  HIS  EXCELLENCY  CALEB  STRONG,  ESQumx, 

Goxernour  of  the  Commonvoealth  of  Massachusetts^ 

A  PROCLAMATION 

For  a  DAY  of  PUBLIC  THANKSGIVING. 

SINCE  the  Almighty  has  kindly  vouchsafed  to  preserve 
and  prosper  us  another  year,  it  becomes  us,  at  the  close  of  it, 
to  repeat  our  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  daily  support 
and  assistance,  which  he  has  impartt;d  to  us;  and,  in  imitation 
of  the  example  of  our  forefathers,  to  uni^  publickly  in  the  sO' 
Icmn  an^  delightful  employment  of  celebrating  His  praise. 

Therefor©,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,! 
appoint  Thurday,  the  first  day  oi  December  next,  to  be  observ- 
ed in  this  commonwealth,  as  a  day  of  publick  thanksgiving. 
And  the  ministers  and  people  of  different  religious  denomina- 
tions are  requested  to  assemble  in  their  respective  places  of 
worship  on  that  day,  that  we  mTiy  jointly  pour  forth  the  tribute  of 
our  gratitude  in  the  most  devout  and  fervent  praises  to  God, 
and  render  Him  our  sincere  and  humble  thanks  for  all  the  ne- 
cessaries and  comforts,  which  support  and  delight  our  lives; — 
for  Hisdistinguiibing  goodness  in  e.\em])ting  us  from  calamities 
which  other  nations  are  subject  to,  and  granting  us  blessings  to 
which  they  are  strangers  ; — for  the  peace  and  tranquillity  wa 
are  favoured  with  ; — for  our  civil  and  religious  liberty  ; — for 
the  degree  of  health  which  He  has  been  pleased  to  continue  or 
restore  to  us,  and  for  His  mercy  in  preserving  us  from  that  fa- 
tal disease,  with  which  som*-Qf  the  other  States  have  again 
been  visited  ; — for  the  prospei'ity  which  He  has  afforded  to  our 
commerce  and  fisheries; — for  His  blessings  on  the  labours  of 
the  husbandman,  and  the  abundant  supply  of  the  fruits  of  the 
earth; — and,  above  all,  for  the  revelation  of  the  gospel,  and 
the  benetits  and  consolations,  which  result  from  its  doctrine* 
?ind  promises. 

And,  trom  a  humbling  sense  of  our  unworthiness,  let  u< 
imite  in  confessing  our  multiplied  offences,  and  in  earnest  pray- 
er to  the  God  of  our  fathers,  that  He  would  forgive  us,  and  that 
His  former  kindness  to  them,  and  our  continual  experience 
of  his  favour,  may  establish  our  dependence  on  Him,  and  ea- 
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■force  OUT"  obedrence  to  His  commands; — that  h-e  M'ould  b]c« 
the  natiomil  and  State  govornments,  and  direct  the  president 
and  congress  to  such  measures,  as  shall  be  conducive  to  the 
publick  safety  and  peace  ; — that  the  churches  may  be  purified 
and  enlarged,  and  attain  the  highest  perfection  of  christian 
knowledge  and  virtue  ; — that  He  would  smile  upon  all  our  vd.- 
luable  interests,  and  especially  upon  the  means  of  religious  in- 
struction, and  the  institutions  which  have  been  established  to 
promote  science  and  literature,  and  to  form  the  manners  and 
morals  of  the  people; — and  that,  having  enriched  us  with  Mis 
Providential  bounty,  He  'would  grant  us  those  supplies  of  His 
grace,  by  which  we  shall  be  animated  to  the  duties  of  life,  and 
jirepared  for  a  state  of  perfect  and  endkss  felicity  ; — that  He 
would  restore  peace  and  mutual  friendship  to  the  contending 
nations  of  Europe  ; — that  the  interest  of  true  virtue  and  piety 
ma3rflourish  in  all  parts  of  the  earth,  and  the  minds  of  men 
be  every  where  formed  to  rational  devotion  ami  diffusive  bene- 
volence ; — and  that  the  most  distant  and  barbarous  nations  may 
seek  their  salvation  in  the  grace  of  the  gospel. 

And  the  people  of  this  State  are  requested  to  abstain  from 
-^uch  labour  and  recreation,  as  are  inconsistent  with  the  solem- 
nities of  the  said  day. 

Given  at  the  council  chamber  in   Bostoii,  this  twen- 
ty-seventh   day    of  October,  in    the  year  of  our 
Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  and  in 
the  twenty-eighth  year  of  the  independence  of  the 
'United  States  of  America. 

CALEB  STRONG. 

By  His  Excelkncrfs  command^  with  the  1 
advice  and  consent  of  Council,        ) 

JOHN  AVERY,  Secretary/. 

^iOD  save  the  Commonwealth  of  iNIassachusetts 

H 
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SPEECH 

i>ELIVERED  JANUARY  13,  1804. 

'  ^icnthmcn  of  the  Senate^  and 

Gentlemen  oj  the  House  of  Representatives, 

AT  your  former  session,  the  season  of  the  year  prevented 
your  prosecuting  the  consideration  of  divers  subjects,  which  you 
thought  worthy  of  your  notice  ;  in  particular  the  state  of  the 
judicial  department.  J  presume,  that  those  subjects  will  now 
be  taken  up,  and  receive  the  degree  of  attention,  they  respec- 
tively deserve  ;  and  I  trust,  that  your  deliberations  on  these 
and  other  matters  that  may  come  before  you,  will  terminate 
in  such  measures  as  shall  tend  to  promote  the  ease  and  hap- 
piness of  the  people. 

Since  our  last  meeting,  the  situation  of  aftairs  in  Europe 
is  materially  changed.  A  new  war  has  been  kindled  between 
those  nations,  with  whom  we  have  the  greatest  intercourse  ; 
and  we  are  again  constrained,  by  the  principles  both  of  hum.an- 
ity  and  religion,  to  lament  the  misery  it  must  occasion  ;  even  if 
our  own  pecuniary  interest  is  promoted  by  it.  Indeed  thera 
may  be  a  rapid  increase  of  wealth  witbout  any  addition  to  the 
publick  happiness  ;  for  riches,  by  their  influence  on  the  man- 
ners of  the  people,  have  sometimes  proved  extremely  injurious 
to  their  virtue  and  safety.  So  long,  however,  as  we  claim  and 
possess  the  advantages  of  a  neutral  character,  it  is  our  duty  to 
abstain  from  all  contraband  commerce  with  the  belligerent  nar 
tions.  If  we  attempt  to  convey  warlike  stores  to  either  of  them, 
or  stores  of  any  kind  to  a  besieged  place,  we  falsify  the  charac- 
ter we  assume,  and  have  no  reason  to  complain  if  our  property 
is  seized  and  considered  as  lawful  prize. 

But,  in  whatever  manner  our  interest  or  private  feelings 
ra&y  be  affected  by  the  events  that  take  place  in  Europe,  the 
national  government  is  exclusively  authorized  to  regulate  our 
foreign  affairs,  and  guard  against  those  projects  of  other  na- 
tions, which  may  be  thought  injurious  to  the  honour,  or  dan- 
gerous to  the  saiety,  of  the  United  States.  We  are  therefore 
at  liberty,  as  members  oi  this  government,  to  direct  our  whole 
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aflention  to  those   poiiuts  which    concern  the  internal  wellare 
and  prosperity  of  the  commonwealth. 

The  respective  States  are  indeed  authorized  by  the  constitu- 
tion to  appoint  officers,  and  train  the  militia  accoiding  to  the 
discipline  prescribed  by  Congress  ;  and  the  faithful  o;:ecution 
of  this  trust  in  each  Slate  is  importa.nt,  not  only  to  itself,  but 
to  every  other  :  it  is  particuhirly  so,  when  the  great  powers  of 
Europe  are  at  war.  Tins  subject  was  suggested  at  the  former 
sesbion,  and  you  will  now  have  more  leisure  to  attend  to  it.  A 
Itiw  of  congress  requires  that  there  shall  be  one  brigade-quar- 
tcr-master  to  each  brigade,  and  one  chaplain  to  each  regiment 
of  the  militia  :  out  no  directions  have  been  given,  in  what 
manner  they  shall  be  appointed.-  Nor  is  there  any  express 
provision  by  our  militia  law  for  the  removal  of  a  non-com- 
missioned  officer,  who  is  guilty  of  misbehaviour,  or  is  incapa- 
ble of  performing  his  duty,  excepting  in  the  case  of  his  receiv- 
ing orders  to  warn  a  meeting  of  the  co.npany,  and  neglecting 
to  do  it  ;  he  is  then  subject,  upon  conviction,  to  pay  a  fine, 
and  to  be  reduced  to  the  ranks.  This  silence  of  the  statute 
concerning  any  other  mode  of  removal,  has,  I  am  informed,  oc- 
casioned disagreeable  disputes,  which  you  will  probably  think 
it  expedient  to  prevent  in  future.  There  has  also,  in  some  in- 
stances, been  much  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  service  of  a  suit- 
able person,  as  judge-advocate  in  trials  before  courts  niartml, 
as  the  disputes  in  those  cases  are  often  between  officers,  and  of 
a  delicate  nature,  and  the  appointments  are  occasional,  and  th« 
service  voluntary.  Perhaps  you  will  deem  it  proper  to  remedy 
this  inconvenience,  by  makuig  provision,  by  huv,  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  judge-advocate,  as  a  permanent  officer,  in  each 
division.  Other  amendments  of  the  system  may  occur  to  you, 
gentlemen,  wiiich  are  of  greater  importance,  and  wculd  more 
essentially  tend  to  advance  the  reputation  and  good  order  of 
the  militia; 

Such  progress  has  been  made  in  building  tlie  State  prison, 
that  you  may  think  fit,  in  the  courSe  of  the  present  session,  to 
assign  it  as  the  place  for  the  reception  and  confinement  of  con- 
victs who  are  sentenced  to  hard  labour  ;  and  to  establish  re- 
gulations concerning  the  appointment  and  conduct  of  the  keep- 
er, and  the  manner  in  which  prisoners  shall  be  restrained  and 
Wipported.     In  almost  every  country  there  have   been  com- 


plaints,  tliat  the  confinement  of  prisoners  has  been  attended 
with  unnecessary  rigour,  lluit  the  jailors  have  been  charge- 
able with  severity  and  extortion,  and  that  the  want  of  cleanli- 
ness has  rendered  prisons  so  unhealthy,  .  as  to  endanger  the 
lives  of'pcisons  contined  in  them.  But,  as  the  management  of 
the  State  prison,  and  the  conduct  of  the  supcrintendant,  wiU 
always  be  under  the  immediate  inspection  of  the  government,  [ 
hope  there  will  never  be  any  cause  for  such  complaints,  from 
the  manner-in  which   this  establishment  shall  be  conducted. 

It  seems  to  be  agreed,  that  the  power  of  pardoning  offences, 
after  conviction,  includes  the  right  of  granting  pardons,  upon 
condition  tliat  the  offenders  shall  be  contined  to  hard  labour- 
during  a  specified  term.  This  power  has  therefore  been  so  ex- 
ercised from  the  commencement  of  the  government  under  the 
constitution,  and  in  some  cases  has  been  highly  useful,  in  order 
that  justice  might  be  administered  in  mercy.  It  is  impossible, 
for  the  wisdom  of  man  to  make  general  laws  so  perfect,  as  to 
suit  every  particular  case.  A  few  crimes  only  are  made  cap-- 
ital  by  our  laws  ;  but  the  degrees  of  guilt  in  persons  convicted 
of  the  same  crime  may  be  so  ditTerent,  as  to  render  it  fit  and 
necessary  to  make  a  difference  in  the  punishment,  .and  to  soften- 
the  rigour  of  the  law,  when  favourable  circumstances  appear 
in  the  criminal's  case.— The  man,.  w4io  enters  unarmed  into  a 
dwelling-house  in  the  night  time,  and  steals,  to  satisfy  his  hun- 
ger, is  obviously  less  criminal  than  he,  who  breaks  it  for  tho- 
purpose  of  rifling  tlie  house,  and  arms  himself  with  design  to  de- 
stroy the  life  of  the  owner  if  he  obstructs  him.  In  the  first 
case  the  offence  seems  to  be  little  more  than  simple  larceny, 
and  the  punishment  of  death  would  only  excite  compassion  for- 
the  delinquent  ;.  in  the  latter,  the  offender  disco'^  rs  a  most  de- 
praved and  malignant  spirit,  and  his  life  would  be  thought  dan- 
gtrous  to  society. 

While  the  castle  remained  in  possession  of  this  State,  it 
was  employeil  for  the  confihement  of  convicts,  who  at  their 
own  request  had  received  a  conditional  pardon.  It  it  shall  be 
thouglit  proper  to  make  iise  of  the  State  prison  for  the  same 
purpose,  it  may  be  necessary,  by  a  legislative  act,  to  authorize 
and  direct  the  sheriff,  who  has  an  offender  in  his  custody,  upon 
receiving  a  certificate  in  writing  from  the  secretary,  that  such 
offeader  is  allowed  the  beuetit  of  a  pardon,  upon  condition,  of  his 
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confinement  to  labour  at  the  State  prison,  to  remove  liiip  thi- 
ther, and  to  direct  the  superintendant  to  receive  and  retain  him 
in  prison,  under  such  regulations  as  shall  be  prescribed  for  the 
restraint  and  employment  of  convicts,  until  the  term  of  his  im- 
prisonment shall  expire,  or  until  he  shall  be  otherwise  entitled 
to  his  liberty. 

The  robberies  that  have  been  lately  committed  in  this 
neighbourhood,  have  caused  great  anxiety  and  alarm  to  the 
good  people  ;  and  seem  to  require  that  some  further  measures 
should  betaken  by  the  government  to  prevent  the  repetition  of 
such  high  crimes,  or  to  bring  the  perpetrators  of  them  to  pun- 
ishment. Permit  me  to  suggest  to  your  consideration,  whether 
it  will  not  be  expedient,  by  an  act  of  the  legislature,  to  offer  a 
reward  to  any  person  who  shall  apprehend  any  robber,  and 
prosecute  him  until  he  be  convicted  of  the  robbery:  and  al- 
so to  declare,  that,  if  any  person  has  committed,  or  shall  here- 
after commit,  a  robbery,  and,  being  out  of  prison,  shall  after- 
wards discover  one  or  more,  who  has  been  or  shdU  hereafter 
be  guilty  of  any  robbery,  so  that  he  or  they  may  be  convicted 
thereof;  such  discoverer  shall  be  entitled  to  a  pardon  for  all 
robberies  which  he  shall  have  committed  before  such  discov- 
ery was  made. 

In  conformity  with  the  resolve  of  the  5th  of  last  March,  I 
wrote  to  the  secretary  of  war,,  proposing,  that  the  demand  of 
this  commonwealth  against  the  United  States,  for  the  ordnance 
and  military  stores  delivered  for  their  use,  should  be  referred  in 
the  manner  recommended  by  that  resolve.  In  his  answer  the 
secretary  declined  the  proposed  re  ft  re  nee,  and  adhered  to  the 
proposition  he  had  before  made,  that  there  should  be  a  new 
appraisement  of  the  ordnance  and  stores,  excepting  the  cannon 
tiiat  were  delivered  for  the  ship  Constitution,  and  those  deliv- 
ered with  the  castle,  from  which  the  trunnions  had  been  broken 
off,  which  he  refused  to  consider  as  the  property  of  the  United 
Stales.  By  advice  of  the  council  I  acceded  to  this,  on  condi- 
tion that  the  estimate  should  have  relation  to  the  time  when  the 
articles  were  delivered,  and  that  interest  should  l)e  allowed  on 
the  appraised  value.  He  soon  alter  informed  me,  that  he  had 
directed  the  appraiser  appointed  by  him  to  attend  to  the-busi- 
ness  ;  and  observed,  that  he  could  not  undertake  to  give  a  po- 
ll 2 
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sitive  opinion  on  the  subject  of  interest,  but  that  whatever  hacT 
been  the  usual  practice  at  the  treasury  in  simihir  cases  would' 
undoubtedly  be  done.  The  articles  not  objected  to  were  ap- 
praised at  21,336  dollars  and  87  cents,  the  appraisers  certit'y- 
ing  that  they  were  of  that  value  when  delivered  ;  and  1  re- 
quested the  secretary  of  war,  if  he  consented  to  the  payment  of 
interest,  to  pay  the  whole  amountto  the  treasurerof  this  State. 
Me  has  lately  enclosed  to  me  a  report  from  the  accountant  of 
the  war  department,  stating  that  our  claim  of  interest  is  inad- 
missible, unless  speciall}"  granted  •by  congress.  He  also  inform- 
ed me,  that  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  had  been  direc- 
ted to  pay  the  principal  sum  to  the  treasurer  of  this  State.  The 
papers  relative  to  this  subject  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  the 
secretary. 

A  copy  of  an  article  of  amendment  proposed  by  congress* 
to  be  added  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  respecting 
the  election  of  president  and  vice-president,  has  been  transmit-' 
ted  to  me  by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and  will  be  laid 
before  you. 

I  have  also  received  from  the  department  of  State  three 
boxes,  supposed  to  contain  eleven  hundred  and  five  copies  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States.  They  are  deposited  in  the  office 
ofthe  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  tt)  be  disposed  of  as  the 
legislature  shall  direct. 

That  I  may  detain  you,  gentlemen,  no  longer  at  this  time, 
I  will  communicate  b}'  message-  any  other  circumstances,  of 
which  I  may  be  informed,  that  shall  have  a  claim  to  your  no- 
tice f  and  I  flatter  myself,  that,  during  the  session,  we  shall 
cherish  sentiments  of  mutua^l  friendship  and  respect,  and  not 
j-ufier  personal  disagreement  or  party  interest  to  divert  us,  in 
any  instance,  from  the  practice  of  those  duties  which  we  owc: 
to  the  publick  and  to  one  another. 

C.AJ.UB  STIIONG* 


ANSWER  OF  THE  SENATE.  ■ 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

THE  various  subjects  whicli  were  uiiderconsideration  at- 
the  former  session  of  the  legislature,  but  not  then  brought  to 
maturity,  on  account  of  tiie  season  of  the  year,  will  now  be  re- 
sumed and  prosecuted  with  the  degree  of  attention  they  are  re- 
spectively thought  to  deserve.  We  are  particularly  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  attending  t<^  the  judicial  department  of 
governments  The  prosperity  of  the  community  greatly  de- 
pends on  a  prompt  aud  impartial,  a  wise  and  virtuous,  adminis- 
tration of  justice.  It  shall  therefore  be  our  endeavour  to  re- 
medy any  defects  which  experience  may  have  pointed  out  in 
our  present  judiciary  system,  and,  with  your  excellency,  we 
hope  the  I'esult  will  tend  to  promote  rbat  great  object  of  all  wiso 
legislation^  the  happiness  of  the  people. 

Your  excellency's  just  remarks  on  the  change  ii>  the  poli- 
tical affairs  of  Europe  since  our  last  meeting,  and  the  new  war 
kindled  there  between  the  nations  with  whom  we  have  the 
greatest  intercourse,  naturally  leads  the  reflecting  mind  to  la^- 
ment  the  complicated  miseries  they  sutler,  ajiiidst  scenes  of  de- 
struction and  alarm,  and  at  the  same  time  to  rejoice  in  the  dis- 
tinguished blessings,  which  we,  as  a  nation,  are  enjoying  in  a 
state  of  neutrality  and  peace.  While  contrasting  their  situa- 
tion wilb  OUT  own,  as  a  ground  of  patriotick  attachment  to  our 
government,  and  religious  gratitude  to  the  great  disposer  of  e- 
vents,  we  agree  with  your  excellency  in  the  importance  of  per- 
forming the  duties,  as  the  best  means  of  securing  the  rights  and 
advantages  of  a  neutral  character.  Gonliding,  however,  in  the 
constituted  authorities  of  the  union,  to  regulate  our  foreign 
concerns,  we  rejoice  that  we  are  at  liberty,  as  members  of  the 
government  of  ^lassachusctts,  to  turn  our  whole  attention  to 
the  internal  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  commonwealth. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  having  aaithorized 
congress  to  provide  for  organizing  and  disciplining  the  militia, 
reserving  to  the  respective  States  the  trust  of  a]>pointin<j  the  of- 
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fleers  and  training  the  militia,  agreeably  to  the  organizatiorf ' 
and  discipline  prescribed  by  congress  ;  the  senate  feel  the  pro- 
priet}'  of  carrying  into  effect,  so  far  as  depends  on  this  go- 
vernment, the  laws  of  the  United  States  on  that  subject ;  par- 
ticularly the  late  act  requiring  among  other  things,  the  appoint- 
ment of  brigade-quarter-masters  and  regimental  chaplains.  At- 
tention shall  also  be  paid  to  the  mode  and  causes  of  removing 
non-commissioned  officers,  and  to  the  recommended  provision ' 
of  a  judge  advocate,  as  a  permanent  officer  in  each  division,  so 
far  as  upon  investigation  may  be  found  requisite,  and  consist- 
ent with  the  constitutional  distribution  of  powers  between  the 
general  and  Stale  governments. 

We  are  happy  to  be  informed,  that  such  progress  has  been 
made  in  building  the  State  prison,  that  it  may  soon  be  assigned 
as  a  place  for  the  reception  and  confinement  of  convicts  senten- 
ced to  hard  labour.  The  senate  will  readily  co-operate  in  any 
legislative  measures  necessary  to  effectuate  the  design  of  that 
institution. 

Impressed  with  the  consideration?  mentioned  by  your  ex- 
cellency, in  favour  of  granting  pardons,  in  certain  cases,  to 
convicts  under  sentence  of  death,  upon  condition  of  their  sub- 
mitting to  imprisonment  and  hard  labour  ;  and  considering 
that  such  commutations  of  punishment  require  a  concurrent 
exersise  of  the  executive  power  of  pardoning,  and  the  authori- 
ty of  the  legislature  to  provide  a  legal  substitute  for  the  punish- 
ment remitted  ;  the  senate  will  attend  to  the  expediency  of 
making  some  general  provision  bj  law  for  that  purpose. 

With  regret  we  have  heard  of  repeated  instances  of  robbe- 
ry committed  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  will  deliberate  upon 
the  measure  recommended  by  your  excellency,  and  any  other 
means,  which  may  be  deemed  most  effectuab  to  restrain  the 
commission  of  such  outrages  upon  the  persons  and  property  of 
peaceable  members  of  society,  or  to  bring  the  perpetrators  to 
detection  and  punishment. 

The  conduct  of  your  excellency  in  pursuance  of  the  re- 
solve of  the  5th  of  last  March,  relative  to  the  demand  of  this 
Commonwealth  against  the  United  States  for  ordnance  and  mi- 
litary stores  delivered  for  their  use,  meets  with  the  entire  ap- 
probation of  the  senate. 
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Tlie  resolution  of  both  houses  of  congress  proposing  an  a- 
mcndmcnt  of  the  constitution  of  tlx*  United  States,  respecting 
(he  election  of  president  and  vice-|)resident,  shall  receive  from 
the  senate  that  serious  consideration,  which  its  importance  de- 
mands. 

On  that  and  all  other  subjects,  which  may  be  communi- 
cated, or  occur  during  the  session,  we  beg  leave  to  assure  your 
excellency,  that  we  will  ct)rdially  unite  in  the  effort,  to  cherish 
sentiments  of  mutual  friendshij)  and  respect  between  the  respec- 
tive governments  and  departments  of  government,  to  which  we 
arc  related,  as  legislators,  or  as  citizens  ;  and  to  suffer  no  per- 
sonal disagreement,  or  party  interest,  to  divert  U"j  from  thc^ 
practice  of  those  duties  which  we  owe  to  eacliothur  and  to  tho^ 
piiblick. 


ANSWER  OF  THE  HOUSE. 


Mat/  it  please  your  Excellency, 

THE  season  of  the  year  prevented  our  prosecuting  the- 
consideration  of  many  important  subjects  at  our  last  session, 
We  shall  endeavour  to  bestow  that  attention  upon  them  at  this 
time,  which  they  respectively  deserve.  Among  these,  the  state 
of  the  judicial  department  is  highly  interesting.  The  great 
accesi-ion  of  wealth  and  increase  of  population  in  this  State 
render  it  necessary  to  revise  the  judiciary  system,  and  enquire- 
what  further  provision  can  be  made,  in  order  that  justice  may 
be  administered  to  every  one  promptly  and  without  delay. 
We  hope  that  our  deliberations  on  this  and  all  other  subjects,- 
\vhich  may  be  discussed  among  us,  will  terminate  in  measures 
tending  to  promote  the  happiness  of  our  constituents. 

The  deep  commiseration,  which  every  sincere  christian  and 
every  mind  possessing  the  feelings  of  humanity  mu^t  experience 
for  the  misery  occasioned  by  the  new  war  commenced  in  Eu- 
rope can  receive  little  alleviation  from  the  idea   that   our  owru 
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{iecliniary  interests  may  be  promoted  by  it.  The  increase  of 
wealth,  we  are  tally  sensible,  is  too  frequently  accompanied- 
with  theincrease  ofvice.  Vast  abundanc<^  and  rapidly  accu- 
mulating riches  often  tend  to  excite  selfish  and  unfeeling  prin- 
ciples, streniJthen  the  desires  of  the  avaricious  to  hoard,  and 
induce  the  profligate  to. extend  the  sphere  of  their  licentious: 
indulgence  ;  thus  dissipating  and  demoralizing  a  people, and 
sometimes  entirely  destroying  their  virtue.  The  laws  of  na- 
tions respecting  neutrals  we  consider  ourselves  bound  to  observe^ 
and,  whenever  individuals  have  the  temerity  to  infringe  them, 
Ihe  consequences  must  entirely  rest  with  themselves. 

The  regulation  of  the  militia  claims,  and  will  receive,  our 
early  attention  ;  and  we  indulge  the  hope,  that  we  shall  be 
enabled  to  apply  those  remedies-  to  existing  inconveniences,- 
which  are  suggested  by  your  excellency. 

Wereceive  with  pleasure  the  information,  that  the  State^ 
prison  will  speedily  be  prepared  for  the  reception  and  confine- 
ment of  convicts,  who  are  sentenced  to  hard  labour.  As  the 
management  of  this  prison  will  be  under  the  immediate  inspec- 
tion of  the  government,  we  cannot  doubt  that  due  attention- 
will  be  given,  to  preserve  the  health  of  the  prisoners,  and  pre- 
vent extortion  and  all  unnecessary  rigour  and  severity. 

While  it  is  agreed,  that  the  power  of  pardoning  offences 
after  conviction  includes  the  right  of  granting  pardons,  upon 
condition  that  the  offenders  shall  be  confined  to  hard  labour 
during  a  specified  term  ;  when  favourable  circumstances  appear 
in  the  criminars  case,  it  will  be  proper  to  soften  the  rigour  of 
the  law.  To  aid  the  executive  in  the  exercise  of  this  power, 
every  necessary  act  will,  we  believe,  be  passed  by  the  legisla- 
ture 

All  measures,  which  have  a  tendency  to  prevent  the  re- 
petition of  the  high  crime  of  robbery,  which  has  recently  e;;- 
cited  great  alarm  among  the  citizens-  of  this  commonwealth, 
and  to  bring  the  perpetrators  of  it  topunishment^  will  be  readi- 
ly adopted. 

The  account  given  of  the  conduct  of  the  executive,  rela- 
tive to  the  demand  of  this  commonwealth  against  the  United- 
States  for  the  ordnance  and  military  stores  delivered  for  their 
use,  js  entirely  satisfactory  to  this  house. 
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Th«  artick  of  amendment  proposed  by  congress  to  be  ad- 
;^ed  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  will  be  duly  con- 
-sidered.  We  shall  enter  upon,  and  pursue,  the  discussion  of 
this  subject  under  impressions  of  the  highest  respect  and  vener- 
ation for  an  instrument  so  valuable  as  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  ;  the  deliberate  production  of  our  first  and  long 
tried  patriots,  united  with  our  most  enlightened  and  experienc- 
ed statesmen. 

Any  other  communications,  which  your  excellency  may 
make  to  us,  will  receive  our  prompt  attention,  and,  while  we 
■entertain  the  highest  esteem  for  the  person  and  character  of 
your  excellency,  we  shall  cherish  sentiments  of  mutual  friend- 
ship for  each  other  ;  and,  avoiding  all  personal  disagreement 
or  party  discord,  it  will  be  our  endeavour  undeviatingly  to  pur- 
sue those  objects  which  may  conduce  to  the  publick  peace, 
prosperity  and  safety. 


jiY  HIS  EXCELLE^'CY  CALEB  STRONG,   esquirx, 
Governour  of  the  Common'wealth  of  Massachusetts. 

A  PROCLAMATION 

For  a  DAY  of  PUBLICK  FASTING  and  PRAYER. 

AS  we  receive  from  the  goodness  of  the  Supreme  Being, 
not  only  our  individual  advantages  and  enjoyments,  but  all 
the  publick  and  social  blessings  with  which  we  a  re  encompassed; 
it  is  highly  proper  for  us,  at  the  opening  season  of  the  year,  in 
a  publick  and  solemn  manner  to  acknowledge  our  entire  de- 
pendence upon  His  unremitted  bounty  ;  and  to  implore  His 
forgiveness^  and  the  grant  of  such  future  support  and  protection, 
as  may  be  necessary  for  us. 

I  do  therefore,  agreeably  to  the  long  established  usage  in 
this  State,  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  ap- 
point Thursday,  the  fifth  day  of  April  next,  to  be  observed 
throughout  the  commonwealth,  as  a  day  of  publick  fasting  and 
prayer  ;  and   do  hereby  request  the  ministers   and   people  oi 
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the  Various  denominations  of  christians,  to  meet  together  o» 
that  day,  that  with  humble  and  penitent. hearts  we  may  confess 
our  multiplied  transgressions,  and  entreat  the  forgiveness  and 
beneficence  of  that  Gracious  Being,  who  is  attentive  to  the 
circumstances  of  all  His  creatures,  and  vho  fulfiis  the  desirss 
of  them  that  fear  llim,  and  hope  in  His  mercy.  And  beseech 
Him  that,  in  the  course  of  the  year  to  come,  He  would  be  su- 
rety for  us  for  good,  and  guard  us  in  those  situations  of  danger, 
which  no  prudence  or  care  of  ours  can  foresee  or  provi<l« 
against; — that  He  would  guide  and  prosper  our  national  and 
State  governments  ; — that  our  magistrates  may  exert  themselves 
to  unveil  and  defeat  every  dishonest  practice.;  to  guard  the  in- 
nocent and  weaken  the  power  of  the  oppressor  ; — that  those, 
who  are  employed  to  instruct  others  in  the  doctrines  and  du- 
ties of  the  christian  religion,  may  themselves  experience  its 
Divine  power  and  efficacy,  and  illustrate  by  their  example  its 
beauty  and  truth  ; — that  christians  of  every  denomination  may 
be  distinguished  by  the  candour  of  their  sentiments,  and  the 
-active  goodness  of  their  conduct ; — that  the  virtues  of  sobriety, 
frugality  and  regard  to  the  publick  welfare  may  prevail  in  eve- 
ry class  of  the  people  ;  and  that  we  may  all  pursue  the  busi- 
ness of  our  respective  stations  and  professions  in  life  with  indus- 
try, and  with  a  fixed  dependence  on  the  Divine  Blessing,  as  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  our  success. 

That,  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  season,  He  would  pros- 
per our  husbandry,  and  cause  the  earth  to  yield  its  increase  ; 
— that  He  would  preserve  the  health  of  the  people,  and  save 
them  from  wasting  and  infectious  diseases; — that  He  would 
graat  success  to  our  trade,  manufactures  and  fisheries; — that 
He  .would  regard  with  favour  our  university  and  other  seminar- 
ies of  learning,  and  make  them  eminently  useful  in  diffusing 
knowledge  through,  every  part  of  the  State  ;  and  that  our  pos- 
terity may  ever  enjoy  the  advantages  of  religious  and  moral  in- 
struction, and  the  means  of  literary  improvement. 

That  He  would  restrain  the  passions  of  ambition  and  ra- 
pacity, which  have  been  so  fatal  to  the  repose  and  hajjpiness  of 
mankind  ; — that  the  nations,  who  are  engaged  in  war,  may  be 
inspired  with  sentiments  of  justice,  and  of  mutual  forbearance 
fend  frieodship;  and  that  Diviiie  Grace   may   remove   all  ol>- 
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structions  to  a  free  course  of  the  gospel,  and  cause  its  Influence 
to  be  every  where  extended. 

And  the  people  of  this   State   are    requested    to   abstain 
'from  unnecessary  labour  and  recication  on  the  said  day. 

Given  at  the  Cou'.icil  Chamber  in  Boston,  this  seven- 
teenth day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
ouQ  thousami  eight  hundred  and  four,  and  in  the 
twenty-eighth  year  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

CALEB  STRONG. 
Bi/  his  Exccllenci/'^s  commmul,  riith  the  \ 
advice  and  cunsait  of  Council.  y 

JOHN  AVLRY,  Secretary. 
■60 D  save  lh«  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts* 


SPEECH 

DELIVERED  JUNE  5,  i804. 

'Ge?)flemen  of  the  Senate,  avd 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  ReprcsentativeSy 

THE  obligation,  which  we  have  taken  upon  ourselvrs,  to 

'perform  the  publick  duties  incumbent  on  us  agreeably  to  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  constitution,  requires  us  to  protect 
our  fellow-citizens  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  lives,  liberty,  and 
property;  and  demands  of  us  an  exact  observance  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  constitution,  and  a  constant  adherence  to  those  of 
piety,  justice,  moderation,  temperance,  industry  and  frugality, 
in  the  formation  and  execution  of  the  laws  necessary    tor    the 

.good  administration  of  the  commonwalth. 

An  impartial  distribution  of  justice  to  all  the  people   is  of 

""the  highest  importaiice,  to  preserve  an  ecjuality  among  them  and 
enable  them  to  enjoy  that  liberty,  which,  under  the  protection  of 
law,  secures  their  lives  and  property  ;  and  to  unite  them   more 

^closely  together,  and  attach  them  more  tirmly  to  the  State. 

A  peo^jle  enjoy  the  mobt  perfect   civil  liberty,   when   the 


5)3 
•  •  •  ■ 

government,  under  which  they  are  placed,  is  of  their  own 
choice  ;  when  they  conform  to  laws  which  are  enacted  by  them- 
selves or  their  representatives  ;  and  when  no  duries  aie  enjoin- 
ed^ and  no  restrictions  imposed  by  those  laws,  which  are  not 
conducive  to  the  general  happiness. 

It  is  obvious  then,  that  nothing  is  more  opposite  to  liber- 
ty, than  licentiousness.  Wherever  ihere  is  liberty,  the  people 
are  subjects,  not  of  men,  but  of  the  constitution  and  laws  ;  for 
liberty  consists  in  doing  only  what  these  permit.  It  forbids 
us  to  allow  ourselves  in  any  ];ursuits  which  are  injurious  to 
others  ;  for,  if  such  permission  were  given  to  us,  it  would  also 
be  indulged  to  them.  It  implies,  that,  within  the  limits  of 
law  and  justice,  we  may  act  according  to  our  own  choice,  and 
take  such  measures  as  we  believe  are  conducive  to  our  own 
happiness.  The  pcoj^le,  therefore,  are  free,  so  long  as  they 
are  under  the  restraint  of  equal  and  just  laws.  But  their  free- 
dom is  lost,  when  the  passions  of  men  are  unrestrained,  and  the 
laws  are  violated  with  impunity.  The  reign  of  justice  is  then 
over,  and  there  is  an  end  of  manners,  liberty  and  virtue.  To 
escape  from  this  state  of  licentiousness,  the  people,  in  some 
countries,  submit  to  the  control  of  a.  single  tyrant,  because 
ihev  think  it  more  tolerable  to  have  one  tyrant  than  a  thous- 
and. In  a  free  State,  therefore,  the  citizens  ought  to  be  guard- 
ed against  the  attempts  both  of  indiscreet  men,  who,  from  a 
mistaken  zeal  for  liberty,  would  introduce  anarchy  and  con- 
fusion ;  and  of  ambitious  men,  who  assume  the  garb  of  patriot- 
ism, and  employ  their  talents  to  enflame  the  passions  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  excite  their  contempt  of  decency  and  order. 

Upon  order  the  publick  happiness  is  founded  ;  without  it 
-society  is  a  state  of  violence  ;  and  to  maintain  it  is  to  restrain 
injustice  and  oppression;  toguaid  the  life  and  property  of  one 
man  against  outrage  from  another  ;  to  protect  the  simple  and 
innocent  from  the  attempts  ot  artifice  and  fraud  ; — and  to  pro- 
duce such"^  state  of  tranquillity,  that  the  most  defenceless  a- 
mong  the  people  may  be  sale,  under  the  protection  of  govern- 
ment. 

The  principle  of  equality  among  the  citizens  is  recognized 
and  established  by  the  constitution.  It  is  an  equality  of  rights, 
which  ensures  the  same  protection  to  each  individual,  and  re- 
quires that  all  men  of  every  description   shall   be  amenable   to 
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wiicii  the  way  lo  honour  aiul  preferarenr  is  open  to  every  one; 
and  the  pretensions  of  no  citizen  are  limited,  except  by  the 
distinction  of  merit  and  capacity.  Biit  an  equality  of  property 
never  can  exist,  until  all  men  have  the  same  faculties,  and  are 
equal  in  prudence  and  industry  ;  and,  even  if  they  were  per- 
fectly similar  in  these  respects,  still  their  property  would  be  un- 
equal, uuiess  providence  should  shine  alike  Uj)on  the  labours  of 
all,  and  j^rant  to  every  man  an  equal  share  of  pros[)erity. 
Tl>e  ine([uality  of  property,  therefore,  uiises  from  tiic  nature  of 
things,  and  not  from  any  defect  in  the  form  or  administratioo 
of  government.  All,  that  the  best  government  can  do,  is  to 
prevent  that  inequality,  which  fraud,  oppression  or  violence 
woulfl  produce  ;  to  encourage  frugality,  and,  as  far  as  justice 
and  the  constitution  will  permit,  to  restrain  luxury  and  pro- 
fusion; and  to  protect  the  lawful  possessions  of  every  man,  so 
that  each  may  enjoy  the  fruitsof  his  labour  in  perfect  securit}'. 

But,  though  a  s))irit  of  equality  is  favourable  to  publick 
happiness,  an  extreme  degree  of  it  is  sometimes  injurious  and 
disgraceful.  This  happens,  when  manners  are  exceedingly  de* 
praved,  when  upright  magistrates  are  no  longer  respecteil,  and 
parents  and  publick  instructors  are  treated  with  rudeness  and 
insolence,  when  the  child  behaves  himself  proudly  against  tha 
antient,  and  the  base  against  the  honourable,  and  the  natural 
and  necessary  disti actions  in  society  are  disregarded. 

The  terms  liberty  and  equality,  in  their  true  and  just  im- 
port, describe  essential  lights  in  a  republick,  which  ought  lo  be 
assiduously  preserved  and  cherished  ;.  but  they  are  so  liable  to 
misconstruction,  and  have  been  undertood  in  such  ditferent 
senses,  that,  I  presume,  you,  gentlemen,  will  not  think  it  un- 
worthy of  you,  to  assist  our  fellow-citizens  in  f)rming  correct 
©pinioiis  concerning  them.  For,  if  on  thc^e  points  they  should 
entertain  mistake!)  ideas,  they  might  be  in  danger  of  losing 
substantial  benerits,  by  aiming  at  those  which  are  im'dginary. 

In  some  nations,  the  genius  and  habits  of  the  people  seem 
not  to  admit  of  a'  free  government  ;  they  apjjcar  to  be  incapa- 
ble of  that  just  and  reasonable  obedience  to  the  laws,  which 
is  necessary  in  a  free  state.  I'ew  indeed  have  been  wise 
enough  to  enjoy  perfect  liberty  with  moderation,  flow  far 
Ull"  people  of  the  Uni'icd  SuUes  are  possessed    of  this    wisdom, 
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must  appear  from  t!ic  experiment  they  are  now  making,  iipoB: 
the  issue  ol'  which,  every  thing  valuable  to  us  depends.  You, 
gentlemen,  I  have  no  doubt,,  will  be  solisitoiis  to  contribute  to 
its  success,  by  a  faithful  discharge  of  your  duty.  But  all  tha 
efforts  of  legi:5iative  wisdom  will  not  be  sulKcient,  without  the 
aid  of  those  institutions,  which  form. the  manners  and  morals 
of  the  people  ;  and  which  te^id  to  inspire  them  with  veneration 
for  the  Supreme  Being,  with  reverence  fur  just  authority,  and 
respect  for  themselves. 

1  have  received  a  letter  from  the  justices  of  the  supreme 
judicial  court,  representing,  that  the  late  act  of  the  legislature, 
making  further  provision  in  the  judicial  department,  is  highly 
interesting  to  them  personally,  and  as  it  ati'ects  their  ofiicial  re- 
sponsibility ;  that  these  considerations  have  induced  on  their 
part  a  critical  examination  of  the  arrangement  of  the  terms  of 
the  court  proposed  by  the  act,  and  a  consultation  together  up- 
on the  probable  effects  of  the  system  in  other  views  of  it ;  tii« 
xesult  of  which  is  a  cgnvictioa^  that  the  arrangement  is  in  a 
great  degree  impracticable,  and  that  the  operation  of  the  sys- 
tem will  not,  in  any  degree  proportionable  to  the  inconvenien- 
cies  of  it,  promote  the  more  effectual  administration  of  justice 
They  have  also  stated  the  system,  which,  U})on  consideration, 
they  believe  most  conducive  to  the  st^vurity  of  the  citizens; 
and,  in  order  to  communicate  their  ideas  with  most  precision 
and  accuracy,  they  have  transmiil'jd  to  me  two  bills>.  whith 
c-omprise  the  particulars  of  that  system.  The  letter  and  the 
bills  will  be  laid  before  you  by  the  secretary  ;  and,  I  presumey. 
you  will  consider  the  subject  with  that  degree  of  attention 
which  is  due  to  the  importance  of  it,. and  to  tlie  opinions  of  the 
magistrates  by  whom  the  alterations  are  proposed. 

In  the  course  of  this  year  there  will  be  an  election  of  pres- 
ident and  vice  president  of  the  United  Slates  ;  and  it  will  b& 
incumbent  upon  the  legislature  at  thg  present  session,  to  direct 
the  manner,  in  which  the  electors  on  the  part  of  this  State  shall 
be  appointed.  But  gentlemen,  it  is  unnecessary  to  mention  (he 
particular  subjects,  which  now  require  your  notice.  They  will 
occur  to  your  reffection,  and,  I  ara  persuaded  that  you  will  at- 
tend to  them  with  the  fidelity  and  zeal,  which  an  enlightened 
l«ve  of  your  country  in-^piier^.      For  myself,  1  shall  be  solicitous. 


iOl 


te>  deserve  llie  conddencc,  with  wJiich  the  people  have  repeat- 
edly lionoured  me,  by  co-operating  v.ith  you  in  sucli  measures 
as  shall  tend  to  render  the  State  respectable,  to  promote  justice 
amoni^  our  fellow-citizens,  and  to  secure  to  them  a  life  of  quiet 
and  tranquillitv. 

CALEB  STRONG. 


•  •  •  •  • »-  < 


ANSWKR  OF  THE  SENATE. 


May  if  please  i/our  Excdlcncij, 

THE  senate  are  impressed  with  a  deep  sense  of  the  obli- 
gations which  result  from  the  constitution,  and  of  the  indisso- 
luble connexion  between  its  principles  and  those  of  "  piety, 
Justice,  moderation,  temperance,  industry  and  frugality."  On 
ifjis  account  it  is  a  source  of  hi^h  satisfaction  to  them,  that 
yeur  excellency  is  again  placed  at  the  head  of  this  common- 
wealth, and  that  the  principles  and  virtues  inculcated  by  the 
constitution  shall  yet  continue  to  gain  illustration  from  the  pre- 
eejUs  and  example  of  the  chief  niagibti'ate.  On  this  event,  so 
auspicious  to  virtue  and  liberty,  they  cannot  refrain  from  con- 
gratulating themselves  and  their  lelluw-citizens. 

'1  he  opinions  expressed  by  your  excellency,  touching  the 
perfection  of  civil  liberty,  its  opposition  to  licentiousness,  and 
its  consistency  WMth  the  rebtrictions  of  law  and  justice,  are  en- 
tirely in  unison  with  the  sentiments  of  the  senate  and  with  the 
principles  of  the  constitution.  The  dangers  of  liberty,  from 
the  indiscretions  of  mistaken,  and  from  the  artitices  of  ambi- 
tious men,  cannot  be  too  frequently  deprecated. 

In  all  free  Sintcs,  f/ie  tyrants,  ulio  have  ultimately  xcresfed 
from  the  people  their  liberties,  have  commenced  their  machinations 
wider  "  the  i^arb  of  patriotism,*'  and  have  risen  info  influence,  bi^ 
employing;  '' fhdr   talents  to  injiamc  the  passions  oj  the  people, 
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and  excite  their  contcyiipt  of  decency  and  order."  WJiencrer^ 
therefore,  in  any  country^  a  cltms  or  description  of  men  arises^ 
fnaking  loud  and  e.vclusiie  pr€tensio?is  ofj'riendship  for  the  people, 
yet  supporting  those  pretensions  by  no  rare  instances  of  private  or 
public  xirtuc;  uhen  such  a  class  or  description  of  men  set  them- 
selves  assiduously  to  deceive  and  corrupt  the  people,  striving,  by 
subtle  insifruations  and  by  the  circulation  of  anonywous falsehoods, 
to  deprive  honourable  and  virtuous  vien  (f  the  fair  reuards  of 
their  talents  and  inttgrity,  it  becomes  all  those,  uho  have  o  real 
regard  for  the  people,  and  uho  possess,  a  just  and  noble  zeal  to  per- 
jjetuate  the  blessings  of  liberty,  order  Q/id  religion,  to  be  vigilant, 
active  and  instant,  to  maintain  the  fundamental  prmciples  of  a  free 
government,  *•*  piety,  justice,  tnoderation,  temperance,  in  dust  r}/ 
^nd  frugality  ;"  and  "  to  haxe  a  particular  attir.tion  to  all  those 
principles  in  the  choice  of  their  officers  and  representatives." 

The  seijiite  t'uily  concur  in  seiitimci\t  with  your  excel lenc}',.- 
that  the  public  hap))inebs  is  t'ounded  on  ortler  ;  and  that,  to 
iiiaintain  it,  injustice  must  be  restrained  ;  lite"  and  property 
j^itarded  against  (-utrage  ;  the  simple  and  innocent  ])laced  in 
security  from  artiiiceand  traud,.and  such  a  state  of  tranquillity 
j^roduced,  as  that  the  most  deiencj^less  will  be  safe  under  th& 
jjrotcction  of  government  ;  and  -your  excellency  may  rest  as- 
ijurcd,  that,  in  all  our  deliberations  concerning  public  or  pri- 
vate light  and  interests,  they  will  keep  constantly  in  view  those 
creut,  just  and  constitutional  principles  of  rational  liberty  and 
practical  eq<]ality,  which  your  excellency  has  been  pleased  to 
tjlucidate.  And,  as,  on  the  one  hand,  it  shall  be  their  assidu- 
«)us  stud}'  to  preserve  and  cherish  the  equality  of  rights,  which 
consists  111  assuring  protection  to  each  individual  ;  in  the  amena- 
bility of  all  men,  of  every  description,  to  justice  ;  in  e(jual  go- 
vernment and  impartial  laws  ;  so,  on  the  other,  it  shall  be  their 
solicitude  to  restrain  that  injurious  and  disgracelul  spirit  of  e- 
quality,  falsely  so  stiled,^  which  would  prostitute  the  honours 
and  preferments  of  ihe  j)eople,  due  only  to  merit  and  capacity, 
to  criminal  ambition  and  intrigue;  a  spirit  which  never  ikib  to 
arise  in  a  republick,"  when  manners  are  exceedingly  depraved,, 
when  upright  magistrates  are  no  longer  inspected,  and  patents 
and  public  instructors  are  treated  with  rudeness  and  insolence; 
vhen  the   child   behaves  biuiself  proudly  against  the  aiitient:,, 


103 

•  •  a  • 

and  the  base  against  the  honourable,  and  the  natural  and  ne- 
cessary distinctions  in  society  are  disregarded." 

'i'he  Senate  entirely  coincide  in  the  sentiments  of  your  ex- 
cellency, that  "  in  some  nations  the  genius  and  habits  of  the 
peoi)le  seem  not  to  admit  of  a  free  government,  and  that  they 
appear  to  be  incapable  of  that  just  and  reasonable  obedience, 
^vhich  is  necessary  in  a  free  State."  A  wise  people,  therefore, 
}»ke  that  of  the- United  States,  engaged,  sincerely  and  heartily, 
in  the  great  experiment  of  ascertai'ning  the  capacity  of  the  peo- 
ple to  enjoy  perfect  liberty  with  moderation,  should  admit, 
with  great  circujubpcclion,  the  subjects  of  such  nations  to  a  free 
pi.nidpatiou  in  their  political  rights  and  privileges  ;  and  should, 
also,  at  aU  times,  patronize  "  those  institutions,  which  form  the 
manners  and  mora's  of  the  people,  and  which  tend  to  inspire 
them  with  veneration  for  the  Supreme  Being,  with  reverence' 
for  just  authority,  and  respect  for  themselves." 

The  communications  made  by  your  excellency,  relative 
to  the  choice  of  electors,  of  president  and  vice-president,  and  to 
the  judiciary  department,  shall  receive  that  attention  which 
the  high  nature  of  thase  subjects  demand.  The  senate  have  a 
deep  conviction  of  the  importance  of  an  impartial  distribntioii 
of  justice  ;  to  the  attainment  of  which,  a  practicable  tind  con- 
venient system,  as  well  as  independent  judges  and  enlightened 
and  upnght  jurors,  is  essentially  necessary. 

Your  excellency  may  always  rely  on  the  zealous  co-ope* 
ration  of  the  senate  in  all  measures,  which  tend  to  render  the 
State  respectable,  to  promote  justice  among  our  fellow- citizens 
and. secure,  to  them  a  life  of  quiet  and  tra.nquillity." 


10. 


ANSWER  OF  THE  HOUSE. 


l^Iay  it  please  your  Excellcnnj,  * 

THE  house  ot' representatives,  deeply  impressed  with  ihe 
obligarion  they  have  taken  upon  themselves,  to  perform  the 
pablick  duties  incumbent  upon  them,  agreeably  to  the  rules 
and  regulations  of  the  constitution,  v/ill  on  their  part  faithfully 
endeavour  to  protect  their  fellow-citizens  in  the  enjoyment  of 
their  lives,  liberty  and  property;  and  scrupulously  observe  the 
principles  of  the  constitution  ;  and  constantly  adhere  to  those 
of  piety,  justice,  moderation,  tejnperance,  industry  and  frugal- 
ity, in  the  formation  of  the  laws  necessary  for  the  good  admin- 
istrafion  of  the  commonwealth. 

\Ve  are  highly  sensible  of  the  importance  of  an  impartial 
distribution  of  justice  to  all  the  people,  to  preserve  an  equal- 
ity among  them,  and  to  enable  them  to  enjoy  that  liberty, 
which,  under  the  protection  of  law,  secuies  their  lives  and  pro- 
perty, and  lo  unite  tliem  more  closely  together,  and  attach  them 
more  lirmly  to  the  State. 

We  perfectly  and  most  sincerely  agree  with  your  Excel- 
lency, in  your  sentiments  of  civil  liberty  ;  in  your  estimation 
of  order  and  regularity  in  society,  aud  in  your  deiinilion  of  e- 
quality. 

Althou«i,h  it  be  obvious  to  thinking  an<l  cuUivatod  minds, 
that  nothing  can  be  muie  opposite  to  liberty,  ilian  liccntious- 
ness;  yet  it  is  no  less  obvious,  that,  by  the  undistinguishing, 
the  one  is  frequently  confounded  with  the  other. 

To  a  destitution  of  correctness  of  the  publick  sentiment, 
on  this  subject,  are  unquestionably  to  be  imputed  most  of  the 
evils,  which  have,  in  antient  as  well  as  modern  times,  disturbed, 
convulsed,  and  subverted  to  their  foundations,  those  sections 
of  the  world,  on  which  attempts  have  been  made  to  maintain 
republican  forms  of  governnient. 

Knowing,  as  we  do  know,  that  it  is  infinitely  easier  to  en- 
kindle enthusiasm,  and  to  set  on  fire  the  zeal,  than  to  infjrm 
the  understanding  oi  man,  we  cannot  watch  too  critically,  or 
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tliicld  ourselves  too  sfronp;]}',  against  ambitious  and  designing' 
men,  who  assume  the  garb  of  patriotism,  and  cmphiy  their  tal- 
ents to  inflame  tl\c  pai^ions  oi  the  people  and  excite  their  coU" 
tempt  of  all  deem -y  and  order. 

It  is  utterly  impossible  for  us  to  hesitate  to  concur  witb 
your  excellency  in  the  position,  that  all  other  equality,  than 
that  of  rights,  is  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  nature  ot   thing?; 

Liberty  and  equality,  as  defined  by  those  Utopian  philo- 
sophers, who  have  adopted  the  scheme,  that  love  and  reason 
impose  upon  each  individual  every  necessary  restraint,  and  who, 
with  rapid  strides,  are  travelling  on  with  man  to  the  perfect- 
ibility of  human  nature,  are  highly  calculated  to  undermine 
all  rational  liberty,  to  prostrate  alV  civil  society,  and  to  blc'fc 
from  the  face  of  earth  all  sorts  of  government. 

Your  excellency  may  be- assured,  that  we  will  spare  no 
exertions  to  assist  our  fellow-citizens  ia  forming  correct  opin- 
ions of  the  terms  liberty  and  equality. 

We  are  feelingly  alive  to  the  importance-  of  the  experi- 
ment^ now  making  in  our  land,  as  to  the  capacity  of  the  Ame- 
rican people  to  enjoy  perfect  liberty  with  moderation,    which 
has  hitherto  proved  successful. — We  shall  certainly  be  solicit- - 
ous  to  contribute  to  its  success   by  a  faithful  discharge  of  our 
duty.     And  we  sincerely  reciprocate  the  sentiment,  that  all  the 
efforts  of  legislative  wisdom  will  be  unavailing.    "  vithout  the  • 
aid  of  those  institutions,    which    form  the  manners  and  morals  » 
of  the  people,  and   which  tend  to  inspire  them  with  veneration^ 
for  the  Supreme  Being,  with  reverence   for  just  authority  and, 
respect  for  themselves."  / 

'Jo  the  communication  of  your  excellency,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  judiciary  of  this  CDrnmonwealth,  we  will  most  cheer- 
fully pay  every  attention,  that  the  importance  of  the  subject 
and  the  high  respectabilit3''.of  the  magistrates,  by  whom  the  al- 
terations of  the  [)resent  system,  are  suggested,  demand. 

The  house  of  representatives  will  not  fail  to  afford  their 
aid  in  directing  the  manner,  in  which  the  electors,  on  the  part 
of  this  cvimmonweahh,  of  jjiesident  and  vice-president  of  the 
United'States,  shall  be  appointed. 

We  rely,  with  that  perfect  confidence,  which  the-  purity 
and  tminence  of  your  excellency's  character,  and  our  past  haj.- 
py  experience  of  the  fruits  of  your  abilities,  witdom   and  vii*- 
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flies,  fully  aiitlionze,  that  you  will  co-operate  v.'itb  the  two 
branches  of  the  legislature,  "  in  such  measures  a*;  shall  tend  to 
render  the  State  respectable,  to  promote  justice  among  our 
fellow-citizens,  and  to  secure  to  them  a  life  of  quiet  and  tran- 
quillity."— SVe  at  the  same  time  beg  you  to  accept  our  assur- 
tinces,  that  we  will  adopt,  and  f  otWully  preserve,  every  prop- 
er mean  to  effectuate  the  same  ends. 

We,  on  this  occasion,  congratulate  jour  CNcellency,  and 
ourselves,  on  your  re«election  to  the  first  cxeeurive  office  of 
this  coinmonwealEh.  We  con^idt^r  that  our  feilosv-citigcns, 
while  tbev  have  paid  a  tribute  of  gratitude  to  merit,  havo 
litrikingiy  evinced  their  own  integrity,  independence  and  dis- 
wei'nnient,  by  thus  again  exalting  you  to  this  high  gtatiou. 


IT  HIS  EXCELLENCY  CALEB  STRONG,  ESQUIRX, 

Governour  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts^ 

A  PROCLAMATION 
For  a  DAY  of  PUBLIC  THANKSGIVING,  and  PRAJSK 

THE  wisdom  and  beneficenre  with  which  the  Almighty 
presides  over  all  events,  and  the  constant  care,  which  he  Has 
exercised  towards  us,  make  it  our  duty,  in  a  publick  and  so- 
lemn njianner,  to  adore  his  providential  goodne.ss  ;  in  giving  us 
a  nature  capable  of  subhme  services  and  enjoyments;  in  guard- 
ing  us  from  innumerable  publick  and  private  calamities  ;  in  af- 
fording us  a  competent  supply  of  the  necessaries  and  comforts 
of  life  ;  and  especially  in  giving  His  Son  to  redeem  us,  and  His 
Spirit  to  purify  our  heart.>,^and  form  them  to  sentiments  of  pi- 
ous and  affectionate  gratitude. 

1  do  therefore,  agreeably  to  the  immemorial  usage  in  the 
Stale,  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  appoint 
Thursday y  the  twenty-ninth  day  oiJ^otcmber  next,  to  be  observ- 
ed, as  a  day  of  publick  thanksgiving  and  praise.  And  the  min- 
isters and  people  of  the  resj)ective  reliiiious  societies  in  this  com- 
nn-nwealth,  are  requested  to.  meet  together  on  that  day,  that 
we  may  join  in  a  reasonal)le  and  delightful  homage  to  thatgra- 
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cious  Being,  who  is  worthy  of  all  honour,  and  exalted  above 
all  praise  ;  and  render  Him  our  sincere  and  humble  thanks  for 
the  displays  of  His  goodness  in  the  infinite  variety  of  the  works 
of  nature,  in  the  agency  of  Providence,  and  the  plan  of  Re- 
demption ;— ^forthe  civil  and  religious  privileges,  by  which  the 
United  States  are  distinguished  ; — for  the  maintenance  of  pub- 
lic peace  and  order  ; — for  the  uncommon  measure  of  health 
which  the  people  of  this  State  have  enjoyed  in  the  course  of 
the  last  year  ; — for  His  blessing  on  the  labour  of  the  husband- 
man, and  that  merciful  disposition  of  the  season,  in  which  his 
Providence  has  been  attentive  both  to  our  necessities  and  en- 
joyments ; — for  the  success  which  he  has  granted  to  our  com- 
merce, manufactures  and  fisheries  ; — and  for  all  the  benefits 
He  has  conferred  upon  us ; — and  his  great  goodness  and  mercy 
towards  us. 

And,  while  we  celebrate  the  praises  of  the  Most  High,  let 
us  humble  ourselves  before  Him  for  our  numerous  and  aggra- 
vated transgressions  ; — and  beseech  Him  that,  with  the  gifts  o{ 
His  bounty,  he  would  grant  us  the  communications  of  his  en- 
lightening and  sanctifying  spirit,  without  which  we  shall  abuse 
the  richest  of  His  providential  favours  ; — that  He  would  pros- 
])er  the  administration  of  our  public  affairs; — and  that  our  na- 
tional and  State  governments  may  be  established  in  righteous- 
ness ; — that  He  would  smile  upon,  and  succeed  the  means  of 
publick  instruction  and  education  ; — that  he  would  preserve 
the  people  from  the  influence  of  malignant  passions ; — and  that 
wicked  men  may  be  restrained  by  the  fear  of  His  vengeance 
from  destroying  the  reputations  and  lives  of  the  innocent; — that 
He  would  remove  out  of  the  minds  of  men  the  pride  and  vain 
philosophy,  which  oppose  the  reception  of  the  gospel  ; — that 
He  would  form  them  to  an  impartial  judgment,  and  conquer 
the  prejudices,  which  they  entertain  against  His  appointed  me- 
thod of  salvation  ; — that  He  would  make  wars  to  cease  unto 
the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  cause  the  divine  principle  of  chris- 
tian charity  and  benevolence  universally  to  prevail  ; — and  that 
His  will  may  be  obeyed  with  the  same  constancy  by  men  on 
earth,  as  by  angels  in  heaven. 

And  the  people  of  this  State  are  requested  to  abstain,  on 
the  above  mentioned  day,  from  such  labour  and  recreation  as 
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are  inconsistent  with   the  devotional  services  liereby  leeo.iu- 
ftiended. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  Boston,  this  eigh- 
teenth day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  and  in  the 
twenty-ninth  year  of  the  independence  of  the  Unite<l 
States  of  America* 

CALEB  STRONG 

B^  his  Eyce'flaicy's  coinmand,  with  the  \ 
sdi  tee  and  consent  o/ Council.        j 

JOHN  AVERY,  Secrctaiy. 
rG,OD  save  the  Commoawsalth  of ^lassachusetts. 


SPEECH 

DELIVERED  NOVEMBER  16,   I80«. 

Genilemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives^ 

THE  unfinished  business  at  your  last  meeting,  lam  in- 
Ibrmcd,  was  reterred  to  the  third  session  of  the  legislature  ; — 
I  presume  therefore,  that  your  principal  object  at  this  time  will 
be  to  complete  the  choice  of  electors,  on  the  part  of  this  com- 
monwealth, of  a  president  and  vice-president  of  the  United 
States;  and  that  you  will  be  unwilling,  at  the  present  session, 
to  attend  t©  any  subjects,  which  may  conveniently  be  postpon- 
ed. If  the  choice  of  electors  is  not  perfected  by  the  votes  of 
the  people,  I  have  no  doubt,  that  the  trust,  which  remains  to 
be  executed  'by  you,  will  be  discharged  faithfully,  and  your 
conduct  will  be  governed  by  the  single  motive  -of  love  to  your 
country. 

In  pursuance  of  the  act  of  congress,  passed  on  the  26tK 
March  last,  the  secretary  of  ^tate  has  notified  me,  that  tha  a« 
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mendmcnt,  proposed  during;  the  last  session  of  congrrss,  to  the 
constitution  of  tlie  United  States,  has  been  ratified  ijy  the  le- 
gislatures of  three  fourths  of  the  several  States.  The  letter, 
which  contains  this  notification,  is  tiled  in  the  office  of  the  se- 
cretary of  this  commonwealth,  and  a  transcript  of  it  will  be 
ticlivered  to  the  electors,  who  are,  or  may  be,  chosen  on  the 
part  of  this  State. 

The  quartcr-mastcr-gcneral  informs  me,  that,  in  the  late 
violent  storm,  two  buildings  on  Hospital  Island,  the  property  of 
the  commonwcaltli,  were  blown  down  ;  and  that  he  thinks  it 
highly  necessary,  that  others  should  he  erected  in  their  place, 
as  soon  as  may  be.  The  fippropriation  made  for  his  depart- 
ment for  the  p-resent  year,  he  supposes  will  be  sufficient  to  de- 
fray the  expense  ;  but  he  doubts  the  propriety  of  his  selting  up 
Dew  buildings,  unless  authorreed  by  particular  direction. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  communicate  to  you,  gentlemer!, 
which  calls  for  the  immediate  notice  of  the  legislature.  But, 
if,  in  your  opinion,  any  business  of  importance  would  suiier  by 
a  delay  until  the  winter  session,  I  shall  checrt'uliy  attend  to 
whatever  you  may  now  propose,  and  co-operate  with  you  in 
buch  measures  as  the  publick  good  may  require. 

CALtB  STRONG. 


^ANSAVER  OF  THE  SENATE. 


May  it  pkasc  your  Excellency, 

IT  being  the  great  object  of  the  present  session  of  the  !«-. 
gislature  to  determine  and  declare  the  choice  of  electors  of 
president  and  vice-president  of  the  United  States,  on  the  part 
of  this  commonwealth;  and,  il  the  choice  is  not  perfected  by 
the  votes  of  the  people,  to  complete  the  saTiie  ;  your  excellen- 
cy may  be  assured,  that  in  executing  that  trust,  the  se-nate 
will  be  gtti:erncd  by  the  single  motive  of  love  to  their  country. 
K 
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The  letter  of  llic  secretary  of  State,  relative  to  the  amen^- 
Rient  of  the  constitution,  and  the  communication  ef  the  quar- 
ter-master-general, touching  the  buildings  on  Hospital-Island, 
shall  receive  that  attention.  Avhich  they  respectively  merit. 
And,  sliould  any  other  business  of  importance,  during  the  pre- 
sent session,  occur,  tlie  senate  will  cheerfully  co-operate  witii 
your  excellency  in  all  such  measures,  as  the  publick  good  may 
require. 


ANSWER  OF  THE  HOUSE. 


May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

THE  house  of  representatives,  at  their  last  meeting,  being 
sensible  of  the  inconveniences  which  would  arise  from  a  lorvg 
session,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  referred  most  of  the  unfin- 
ished business  to  the  third  session  of  the  present  general  court. ; 
it  is,  therefore,  presumed  that  few  matters  will,  at  this  time, 
urgently  claim  the  attention  of  the  House. 

Should  it  appear  that  the  people  have  not  completed  the 
choice  of  electors  for  president  and  vice-president  of  the  United 
States,  the  trust,  which,  in  that  event,  is  committed  to  the  two 
branches  of  the  legislature,  we  hope,  will  be  executed  with  a 
single  view  to  the  welfare  and  honour  of  the  United  States. 

\ye  beg  your  excellency  to  be. assured,  that  this  house 
will  pay  due  attention  to  all  matters  which  you  have  been 
pleased  to  suggest  for  their  consideration. 

A  review  of  your  excellency's  past  conduct  gives  us  the 
fullest  assurance  of  your  excellency's  readiness  to  co-operale 
.with  us  in  all  measures  which  the  publick  good  may  re<juire. 
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SPEECH 

DELIVERED  JANUARY  18,    1805. 

GtiitVernvn  of  the  ScuatCy  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives; 

I  MEET  you  with  much  satisfaction  at  this  time,  as  I  am' 
persuaded,  that,  from  a  continuance  of  harmony  in  the  several 
branches  of  government,  the  business   of  it  will   be  conducted 
with  advantage  to  the  publick,   and  wkh  ease  and  convonicnce- 
to  those    who  are  employed  in  its  administration. 

In  the  course  of  the  session,  you  will  have  leisure  mature- 
ly to  consider  those  subjects  '  which  were  postponed-at  the  close 
of  your  lirst  meeting.  Permit  me  again  to  recommend  to  your 
revision  the  arrangement  of  the  terms  of  the  suprenie  judicial 
court  established  by  the  late  act  making  further  provision  in 
the  judicial  department.  If  that  arrangement  is  found  to  be 
iuipracticable  or  inconvenient,  you  will  undoubtedly  make  the 
Deces^Hry  amendments. 

The  secretary  will  lay  before  you  the  return  of  the  militia 
of  the  commonwealth,  which  I  have  received  tVom  the  adju- 
tant-general, with  a  letter  from  him,  stating  some  locjil  incon- 
veniences which  have  arisen  under  the  existing  militia  laws. 
He  will  also  deliver  to  you  the  quarter-master-general's  return 
of  the  ordnance  and  military  stores  bclonuinn;  to  the  State. 

The  JvjHJnr-gencrals  of  several  divisions  of  the  militia  have 
informed  me,  that  in  the  late  reviews  it  appeared  that  the  re- 
giments and  corps  com.posing  the  several  brigades  had  improv- 
ed in  all  the  essential  points,  which  constitute  a  well  regulated 
militia  ; — that  their  arms  and  equipments  were  in  better  order 
tban  at  any  former  period,  and  that  with  few  exceptions  they 
had  good  cloth  uniforn^s  ; — this  latter  circumstance,  being  vol- 
untary and  not  required  b}^  law,  is  peculiarly  meritorious. 

There  can  be  no  necessity,  gentlemen,  of  recommending, 
to  you  the  advancement  of  the  various  interests  of  the  com- 
monwealth;.  your  time  will  be  devoted  to  this  object,  in  at- 
tending to  the  requests  of  individuals,  and  removing  any  just 
grounds  of. complaint  ;  in  afTording  suitable  cncouragemcat  to 
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everyspecies  of  useful  industry  ;  and  in  supplying,  as  far  as 
)(ui  are  able,  whatever  is  deficient  in  our  present  .system  of  le- 
gislation. While  you  thus  consider  yourselves  as  deputed  to 
watch  over  the  publick  interest;  while  you  support  the  just 
claims  of  our  fellow-citizens,  and  gratify  their  reasonable  ex- 
pectations, you  will  merit,  and  probably  retain,  their  respect. 
But,  in  whatevei' manner  your  services  shall  be  estimated  by 
others,  you  will  have  the  satisfaction  which  arises  from  the 
consciousness  of  ^oing  good. 

We  have  associated  with  our  fellow-citizens,  to  preserve 
ovir  rights,  by  supporting  republican  governments  ; — in  doing 
this  we  are  equally  and  deeply  interested.  When  the  consti- 
rution  of  the  United  States  was  first  proposed,  many  good  rnen^ 
doubted  of  the  fitnes^s  or  sufficiency  of  its  provisions.  But  such 
important  benefits  have  resulted  from  it,  and  such  confusioa 
and  discord  would  follow  from  a  separation  of  the  States,  that' 
probably  few  or  none  o{  the  people  are  desirous  of  that  event, 

-  'I'he  con'-titution  of  this  State  unites  us  still  more  closely 
-ft^r  our  common  safety  and  happiness.  It  is  founded  on  the 
basis  of  equal  liberty,  and  its  value  does  not  a'ppcar  to  be  les- 
sened in  the  estimation  of  the  people,  by  the  experience  of 
inoFc  than  twenty  years  ; — our  country  flouiishes  in  peace  ar.d 
wealth,  and  we  may  be  thought,  from  these  favourable  circum« 
i^tances,  to  be  out  of  danger.  But,  wlien  we  see  other  repub- 
iicks  disgracefully  renouncing  the  fruit  of  their  sufferings  and 
t-xuloi:;i:,  and  tamely  submitting  to  the  control  of  masters,  we 
ought  at  least  to  refiect  on  Cue  causes  of -their  fall,  and  consider 
of  the  means,  by  which  we  may  be  guarded  against  a  like  de- 
gradation. 

It  will,  I  think,  be  agreed,  that  knowledge  and  virtue  in. 
the  body  of  the  people  are  essential  to  the  support  of  a  free  go- 
vernment— Without  them  we  should  read.ily  submit  to  any  art- 
ful usurper.  'I'lie  first  settlers  of  this  State,  aw^are  of  thejr  im- 
portance, adopted  every  expedient  in  their  power  to  promote 
ihem  ;  and  so  long  as  we  preserve  unimpaired  the  institutioiis 
which  have  been  transmitted  to  us  by  the  wisdom  of  ourance«<- 
tors,  and  retain  their  purity  of  manners,  and  the  lessons  which 
.?hey  inculy;Ued,  we  may  hope  to  be  exempt  iVom  the  vicissitudes 
■"^L  vvkich  othor  nations  have  been  exposed. 


Iteligious  principles  and  institutions  are   necessary  to  a^l  ^ 
gDvernmcnts,   an(l   especially  to  repuhliclcs.     The   teachers   of 
relic;ion,  of  whatever  denomination  tljey  are,  by  their  moral  ki-  ^ 
structions,  may  have  much  influence  in  upholding  the  order  of 
society,  and  regulating  the  concKict  of  the  people  ; — their  offi- 
ces would,  therefore,   be  of  groat  importance,  even  if  they  had 
no  higher  objects  in  view.     But  all   nations  have  expressed  a      ; 
reverence' for  the  I^eity,   and  have  united    in   the    belief,    that    ^ 
some  mode  of  worship  is  necessar)-,  to  obtain  his  favour.  With- 
in a  few  years,  indeed,  an  experiment  has   been  mj^de  by  the    * 
people  of  France  of  renouncing   relini'-n  ;  but   we   have  now    « 
seen  the  tendency  and  termination  of  their  system. 

To  enumerate  the  institutions  established  by  our  ances- 
tors might  be  thought  superfluous  ;  many  of  them,  and  parti- 
cularly those,  which  related  to  education,  nre  still  maintained, 
and  we  every  day  experience  their  beneticial  effects.  May 
their  posterity  not  only  preserve  their  institutions,  but  practise- 
their  manne'.■^  and  virtues  ! 

It  is  oftca-said,  that  most  of  the  republicks,  which  I  havo- 
referred  to,  were  conquered  by  their  more  powerful  neighbours, 
and  that  our  remote  situation  from  Europe  ensures  the  safety 
of  our  governments.  Perhaps  these  observations  are  not  so 
correct,  as  we  are  inclined  to  believe.  Free  States  are  in  much 
greater  danger  from  their  own  depravity,  than  from  external 
e4iemies.  The  vices,. disorders  and  divisions  in  former  repub- 
licks, have  in  all  cases  occasione<l  their  ruin.  It  will  be  diffi- 
-cult  to  find  an  instauce,  where  a  free  and  civilized  people  have, 
been  conquered,  who  had  not  degenerated  from  that  virtue,  by 
which  their  liberty  was  established.  When  they  are  stirround- 
cd  by  other  nations,  they  consider  them  as  watching  to  take 
advantage  of  their  folly  and  weakness  ;  this  reflection  operates 
as  a  constant  check  upon  their  disorderly  passions.  If  an  in* 
vasion  is  threatened,  and  any  publiek  spirit  rcTuaijis  in  the  peo- 
ple; they  lay  aside  private  animosities,  and  unite  for  tlieir  com- 
mon defence  ;  in  this,  manner  the  a])prehensior»  of  danger  from 
abroad  has  in  numberirss  instances  prevented  contention  at 
borne.  Our  distance  Ircm  Europe  will  be  a  fortunate  cirei^m- 
stance  if  we  can  be  at  peace  among  ourselves  ;  it  lessens  the 
probability  of  future  :nv>iiion,  though  it  may  increase  the  dan- 
ger fkoai  internil  leud-^. 
K  2 
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In  the  republicks  which  have  been  mentioned,  the  people 
had  not  sufficient  virtue  and  publick  spirit  to  unite  their  efforts^ 
against  the  common  enemy.  Their  numbers  and  wealth  were 
as  great,  as  when  they  resisted  the  most  powerful  princes  ;  and,- 
if  they  iiad  acted  with  unanimity  and  vigour,  their  defensive  at- 
titude might  have  e^aved  them  from  an  attack-.  But  they  were- 
•divided  and  weakened  by  factions  ;  their  false  patriots  co-op- 
erated with  their  invaders,  and  their  governments  fell,  not  so 
much  by  the  arm  of  a  conquerour,  as  by  the  weight  of  their- 
own  vices.  Such  are  the  effects  of  violent  disorders  or  impla- 
cable discord  in  all  free  States  ; — they  lead  to  anarchy,  and  end 
in  despotism. — There  may  be  much  diversity  in  the  process, 
but  the  result  is  nearly  the  same  ;  the  chief  difference  is,  that 
small  States  generally  call  in  a  master  from  abroad,  and  great- 
natioes  make  a  tyrant  for  themselves. 

When  political  disputes  are  conducted  with  moderation; 
and  candour,  they  are  innocent,  and  may  be  useful.  But, 
when  parties  become  eager  and  vehement  ;— -when,  in  the  heat 
of  contention,  they  lose  sight  of  the  publick  interest,  and  en- 
deavour to  mislead  the  citizens  by  false  representations,  they 
corrupt  the  publick  morals,  and  tend  directly  to  licentiousness, 
and  confusion.  In  feucli  cases  there  wculd  be  danger  that  the 
most  UFiprinci pled  would  be  the  most  successful  ; — they  might 
Tjcsort  to  measures,  which  their  opponents  might  be  unwillir.g, 
to  adopt  ; — for  honest  men  would  disdain  to  deceive  the  peo- 
ple, and  would  never  deviate  from  right  conduct,  to  promote 
any  caufe,  or  prodtice  any  change  in  opinions  or  measures.  But^ 
if  men  of  coirupt  princi[)les  should  thus  predominate,  they 
might  choose  rather  to  submit  to  a  des}?ot  of  their  own  selec* 
lion,  than  harvard  the  loss  of  their  i!l-ac{j^uired  intiuence. 

Fiom  our  siluation  v.e  have  [he  means  of  safety,  in  a  pe^ 
culiar  mariner,  in  our  own  power;  and  it  depends  upon  our- 
v:^lve.s,  whether  a«  a  people  we  become  the  most  respectable  or 
ihe  most  wretched.  If  we  are  united  in  affection,  if  we  retaia 
a  fiugan^our>e  of  living,  and  are  animated  with  zeal  for  th» 
publick  good,  we  shall  possess  resources  fully  sufficient  for  our 
security,  and  shall  rise  to  the  highest  state  of  publick  Ironour 
and  happiness.  But,  if  intestine  divisions  and  civil  discords- 
prevail,  we  shall  be  exposed,  not  only  to  foreign  insults,  but  to 
Ikose  rtvcna^rul   domestick    ehonuities,  which  have  been  the 
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then  of  every  citizen,  instead  of  exciting  variance  and  parly 
strife,  which  arc  sources  of  confusion  and  misery,  to  promote 
concord  among  the  people.  And  it  will  be  the  aim  of  good  go- 
vernment to  unite  the  citizens  in  the  ties  of  friendship,  and 
make  the  happiness  of  the  State  consist  in  the  harmony  of  its  • 
several  parts.  Such  agovernment  will  besuperiour  toselfish  con- 
siderrtions  and  partial  attachments  ;  and  will  inspire  respect 
by  the  equity  and  uniformity  of  its  principles  ;  by  a  constant 
adherence  to  probity  and  good  faith  in  its  measures,  and  hy 
causing  moral  rectitude  to  be  had  in  honour. 

You  will  readily  perceive,  gentlemen,  that  our  safety 
would  be  endangered  by  a  general  relaxation  either  in  the  mi- 
litary or  the  political  virtues  ;  a  decay  of  the  former  would  ex- 
pose us  to  foreign  aggression,  and  by  a  decline  of  the  latter 
we  should  become  an  easy  prey  to  the  ambitious  projects  of 
restless  and  aspiring  men  among  ourselves.  The  history  of  o* 
ther  republicks  will  serve  to  lay  o])en  to  our  view"  the  di^'-guisesj 
under  which  tyraimy  may  be  introduced  in  a  free  State.  !nr 
the  modern  republicks  of  Europe,  the  scenes,  which  were  for- 
miprly  displayetl  in  those  of  Greece  and  Rome,  have  been  re- 
peated. Distention  and  party  spirit  were  excited  among  the 
people,  and  their  passions  were  artfully  inflamed  against  the 
most  able  and  virtuous  citizens,  and  against  those  institutions 
and  restraints,  which  wisdom  had  devised,  and  the  experience 
oi'  ages  had  sanctioned.  These  republicks,  one  after  another, 
have  lost  their  freedom,  and  have  been  subjected  to  doniesiick 
usurpation,  or  foreign  dominion,  by  the  intrigues  of  men,  who 
affected  the  language  of  patrit)ts,  while  they  aspired  to  th6 
power  of  masters,  and  who,  under  the  pretext  ofassertiniz  ihe 
rights  of  the  people,  betrayed  and  overwhelmed  ihem.  Let  us 
take  warning  from  their  errours  and  inibtortune:  ;  anu  may 
Heaven  preserve  us  from  a  biraihvi  dealiny. 

CALEB  STRONG, 


no 


ANSWER  OF  THE  SENATE^: 


liliiy  it  please  your  Excellency, 

THE  senate  participate  in  the  pleasure  expressed  by  your 
excciiency,  \x\  tlic  prospect,  tiiat,  from  a  continuance  of  har- 
mony in  the  several  branches  of  government,  the  business  of  it 
will  be  conducted  with  advantage  to  the  publick,  and  with  eas&- 
and  convenience  to  those,  who  are  employed  in  its  administra- 
tion. 

The  subjects,  which  were  referred  from   the    former   sess- 
ions, will,  at  thi«  time,  receive  our    mature    deliberation.     A-  - 
irtong  these  we  consider  the  judicial  department  of  the  govern- 
ment, as  highly  important.      Deeply  impressed  with  the  necessi-  - 
ty  of  adapting  it  to  the  situation,  extent  and  population  of  this 
country,  in  O'der  that  there  may  be  an  equal  and    prompt. dis- 
tribution  of  justice  among  the  citizens,  we    shall    devote    ouf - 
earliest  attention  to  making  such  revision    and    amendment   of 
the  existing  system,  and  the  arrangement  of  the   terms   of  the 
court,  as  will,  in  our  opinion  be  necessary    for  the  attainment 
of  so  desirable  an  objebt. 

We  feel  a  high  degree  of  satisfaction  in  your  excellency's 
communicationwith  respect  to  tho  militia; — tliat  they  have, 
made  improvements  in  all  the  essential  points,  which  constitute 
a  Avell  regulated  military  force  :  that  many  of  them  have,  at 
their  own  expense,  procured  good  cloth  uniforms,  and  that  their 
arms  and  equipments  are  in  better  order  than  at  any  former 
period,  are  circumstances  peculiarly  meritorious  in  them,  and 
highly  honourable  to  their  c^)untry,. 

It  will  be  our  endeavour  to  watch  over  and  advance  the 
•various  interests  of  the  commonwealth,  to  gratify  the  reasona- 
ble expectations  of  our  fellow-citizens,  and  to  remove  all  just 
grounds  of  complaint.  \Vhile  our  timeand  talents  are  devoted 
to  these  important  objects',  we  may  confidently  hope  for  pub- 
lick  approbation  and  support  ;  but,  should  this  be  denied  u?,_ 
the  consciousness  of  having  faitlifully  and  impartially  discharg- 
ed our  duty  will  afford  lis  ample  satisfaction.  We  are  fully  im- 
pressed wUh  a  sense  of  tlie  important  benefits  which   have  re- 
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stilted  from  the  constitution  of  the  United   States,   and  believe 
that  few  or  noire  are  desirous  of  witnessing  the   contusion  and- 
discord,  which  would  follovv  its  dissolution. 

Under  the  constitution  of  this  State  are  passed  most  of 
the  laws  and  i-cgulations,  which  affect  our  persons  or  property  j 
and,  although  framed  and  adopted  during  the  ardour  of  a  rer- 
olutionary  war,  such  are  the  wisdom  and  fitness  of  its  princi- 
ples, so  accurately  are  the  powers  of  the  difl^crent  departments 
adjustfd  and  balanced,  and  so  able  and  faitiiful  has  been  the 
administration  of  the  government  under  it,  that  the  experience 
of  more  than  twenty  years,  instead  of  lessening  its  value  in  the 
estimation  of  the  people,  has,  it  is  believed,  increased  and  ct)n-r 
firmed  their  attachment  to  it.  But,  although  our  country  has 
flourished  in  peace  aad  wealth,  yet,  when  we  see  the  disgrace-, 
ful  state  of  subjection,  into  which  other  republicks  are  reduc- 
ed, after  much  suffering  and  exerti<)n  to  obtain  their  freedom, 
k  becomes  us  to  reflect  on  the  cause  of  their  misery,  and  to 
discover  and  adopt  such  measures,  as  may  pveserve  us  from  a. 
liiie  wretched  situation. 

A  general  diffusion  of  knowledge,  and  a  just  sense   of  the  ■ 
obligations  of  the  christian  religion,    are  essentially   necessary,., 
to  preserve  us  from  the  vicissitudes,  distresses  and   enormities,,, 
which  have  degraded  other  nations.     The   literary    and   relig- 
ious institutions,  established  by  the  first  settlers    of  this   State,  - 
ought  therefore    to    be   carefully   maintaiiicd    and   supported,^ 
Seminaries  for  the  education  of  youth,  where  may  be  taught  the 
principles  of  evidence,  the  proofs  of  Revelation,   the   means  of 
detecting  and  avoiding  the  subtleties  of  sophistry,  a   knowledge 
of  the  history  of  ancient  times,  which  tends  to  inform  us,    what 
degree  of  restraint  is  required  for  the  security  of  civil    freedom, 
and  also  to  open  to  our  view  the  disguises,  under  which  tyranny 
may  be  introduced  ;  are  of  the  first  importance  to  the  stability 
and  safety  of  the  State.     An  enlightened. people,  only,  can  dis- 
tinguish betv/een  the  factious  aspiring  demagogue  and    the  up- 
right and  virtuous    magistrate  ;  tiiey    alone    can   discern    the 
arts,  and  restrain  the  passions,    of  those   who   wi>h   to   corrupt 
the  publick  murals,  and,  under    the   pretext   of  asserting    the 
rights  of  the  people,  attempt  to  destroy  them. 

We  are  fully  sensible  that  the  teachers  of. religion,  by 
their  moral  and  religious  instructions,  in  this  commonwealth, 
have  been,  and  still   are,   eiuinently   useful   in  preserving,  tho, 
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blessings  of  ^ood  c;overn]Ticnt,  and  upholding  the  order  of  socie- 
ty.    The  principles  of  that  religion,  which   confines  the  exer-- 
tioiis  of  the  human  mind  within   the    limits  prescribed    by   its 
great  Creator,  which  teaches  rev<irence  for    the   Deity,  and    a 
sense  of  accountability  to  him,  must  ever  be  the  strongest  bul- 
wark   against   anarchy  and  the  wildness  of   political    theroists. 
The  awful  and  desolating  effects,  which  would   ensue   from,  the 
destruction  of  this  great  fortress,  have    been   fully   proved,    by^ 
the  consequences  which  followed  that  experiment,  when    made 
by  the  people  of  France.     Our   distance  from    the   nations  of*^ 
Europe,  although  it  diminishes  our   apprehension   of  invasion, 
wndoubtedly    cncreases    our    daagcr    from  internal   feuds ;  as 
many  motives  to  unanimity  are  wanting  to  us,  which  would  op- 
erate, if  we  were  surrounded  by  powerful   nations.     Pretended^ 
patriots  will  be  continually  sowing  the  seeds  of  dissention,    and' 
endeavouring,  by  specious  pretences  of  uncommon,  zeal  for  the  ' 
publick  welfare,  to  inflame  tlie  passions,  against  the  most    able 
and  virtuous  citizens.     We  ought,   therefore,   to  use  every  ex- 
ertion to  counteract  the  endeavours  of  those  unprincipled  men, 
ifvho  would   mislead    the  people    by  false   representations,  and,  . 
after  being  advanced  to  power  by  the   most  vile  and   protligate- 
■sneasures,  would  rather  submit  to  a  despot  of  their  own   selec- 
tion, than  hazard  the  loss  of  their  ill  acquired  influence.  . 

As  the  best  means  of  preventing  discord  and  party  variance,  . 
it  will  be  our  endeavour  to  rise  supcrionr  to    selfish    considera-^ 
tions  and  partial  attachments,  and  to  inspire  respect  by  a  con- 
stant adherence  to  good  faith  in  all  our  measures. 

We  are  fully  impressed  with  the  truth  of  those  justand  pro- 
found observatiop-s  made   by   your   excellency  on  the    causes,  . 
which  led  to  the  destruction  of  ancient  and  modern  ropublicks. 
Tho?e  observations  evidently  prove,  that,  so  long  as  the  virtue- 
and  publick  spirit  remained,  by  which  their  liberty    was   estab-. 
iished,  no  foreign  power   was  able    to   subdue  them,   and   that 
their  own  vices,  divisions  and  corruptions,  aided  by  the  arts  of 
demagogues  and  false  patriots-,  have  uniformly  involved  thera  itv. 
Dae  comiiioii  ruin. 

Theirerrours  and  misfortunes  are  displayed  for  our  instruc- 
tion and  warning  ;  and  we  unite  our  fervent  prayers  with  those- 
of  your  excellency,  that  it  would  please  the  Great  Arbiter  pf 
events  to  pre^erve  our  country  from  those  tremendous  convuK- 
401^=;,  which  have  sunk  them  into  the  abjss  of  despotisna. 
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ANSWER  OF  THE  HOUSE. 


Way  it  please  your  Excellency, 

WITH  great  sincerity  the  house  of  representatives  recip- 

rrocate  your  assurances  of  satisfaction  from  the  present  meeting. 
We  rejoice  in  the  existing  harmony  between  the  different  branch- 

-es  of  the  government,  which  affords  the  best   earnest,    that  tho 

r  business  of  it  will  be  conducted  with  advantage  to  the  publick, 
and  with  ease  and  convenience  to  those  who  are  concerned  in 

.  its  administration. 

We  assure  your  excellency, that  we  will  not  only  attend  with 

,promj)titude  and  diligence  to  the  several  topicks  of  legislation, 
which  you  have  particularly  recommended,  but  that  we  will 
devote  our  time  to  the  aduanccment  of  the  various  inten-sitsof 
the  commonwealth  ;  in  attending  to  the  requests  of  individuals, 
and  removing  any  just  grounds  of  complaint;  in  affording 
■suitable  encouragement  to  every  species  of  useful  industry,  and 
in  supplying,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  whatever  may  be  found  defi- 
cient in  our  preseat  system  of  jurisprudence.  And,  if,  by  an 
upright  and  conscientious  discharge  of  our  duty  we  shall  merit, 

we  will  not  doubt  of  receiving  an  ample  reward  in  the  apj)ro- 
bation  of  our  fellow-citizens. 

We  cherish  a  belief,  that  there  are  few  or  none  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  commonwealth,  who  would  not  consider  a  separa- 
tion of  the  United  States,  as  a  measure  greatly  to    he  depreca- 

>ted.  The  evils  resulting  to  any  portion  of  the  nation  from  a 
continuation  of  the  union,  must  not  only  be  manifest,  but  op- 
pressive, before  a  dissolution  of  it  ought  to  be  admitted,  even  in 
cont«mpl;irion.  Still  more  firmly  do  we  trust,  that  the  great 
body  of  our  fellow-citizens  are  yet  wise  enough,  and  will  con- 
tinue, to  prefer  a  rt'imblican  form  of  government  in  its  purity, 
as  the  surest  preservative  of  individual  rights.  Equally  and 
deeply  interested  as  we  all  are,  to  support  thos«  free  and  hap- 
py constitutions,  und«r  which  our  country  has   flouribhed  iu 
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we  owe,  no  less  to  ourselves,  than  to  our  posterity  to  observe, 
with  a  jealous  eyc,every  approach  of  danger;  and  to  be  equally 
solicitous  to  repel  the  encroachments  of  arbitrary  power,  wheth- 
er proceeding  from  internal  disorder  or  foreign  invasion.  It  is 
amelancholy  truth,  that  ©fall  other  republican  governments, 
which  have  ever  existed,  we  can  only  say,  they  were.  Not  ona 
of  them  is  now  to  be  found  ;  and  notwithstanding  it  is  a  Just 
subject  of  exultation,  that  our  nation  forms  an  illustrious, 
though  a  solitary  exception  to  the  general  remark,  yet  it  highly 
concerns  us,  attentively  to  consider  the  causes  which  have  oc- 
casioned the  subversion  of  all  former  governments  bearing  any 
resemblance  to  our  own.  We  surely  cannot  indulge  a  hope, 
that,  if  similar  causes  should  operate  among  ourselves,  they 
Avould  fail  of  a  similar  effect.  Difierences  of  era,  climate  or 
po?Jiion,  have  not  hitherto  been  known  to  produce  any  differ- 
<iuce  in  the  catastrophe.  Unless,  then,  the  authority  of  history 
be  discarded,  or  the  experience  of  our  own  eventful  times  be 
rejected,  it  m-ust  be  admitted  that  the  loss  of  liberty  has  iiluays 
beea  preceded  by  a  corruption  of  the  publiek  morals.  Where 
virtuous  habits,  simple  manners  and  civil  harmony  have  pre- 
-viiiled  in  communities,  civil  liberty  has  been  found  to  flourish, 
and  the  force  of  mighty  empires  has  been  unequal  to  the  subju- 
.gation  even  of  small  States. — While,  on  the  contrary,  internal 
-discord,  vice  and  licentiousness,  a  general  spirit  of  innovation, 
.and  more  especially  a  distrust  of  the  most  able  and  virtuous 
.citizens, and  a  disposition  to  transfer  the  publick  confiderice 
from  those,  whose  fidelity  and  ability  have  been  tested  by  long 
and  laithful  services,  to  those,  who, -with  less  experience,  and 
of  doubtful  integrity,  are  more  clamorous  in  their  profiessions  of 
zeal  for  the  publick  welfare,  have  never  failed  to  terminate  in 
submission  to  the  authority  of  a  despotick  usurper,  unless  in- 
Tited  by  the  prevailing  distraction?,  that  event  has  been  antici- 
pated by  a  foreign  invader. 

If  any  or  all  the  evils  herein  enumerated  should  be  in  ac- 
tual operation  am.ong  us  ;  and.  if  moreover  it  should  be  found, 
that  we  are  fast  declining  from  that  purity  in  matters  of  religion, 
which  formed  a  pecidiar  ornament  in  the  character,  and  was 
the  surest  safe  guard  of  the  political  institutions,  of  our  ances- 
t-«rs ;  if  a  sentiment  bbouid   prevail,    that   publick  virtue  and 
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■  that  licentiousness  and  profligacy  are  no  objections  in  candi- 
dates for  public  offices  ;  if  the  ussual  means    of  political    infor- 

'mation  should  degenerate  into  vehicles  of  slander  and  abuse  of 
characters  and  institutions  entitled  to  the  highest  confidence  and 
respect  ;  if  restless  and  aspirin::  men  should  practise  with   suc- 

'  cess  those  insidious  and  deceptive  arts,  to  which  the  wise  and 
good  would  disdain  to  stoop,  there  would  be  too  much  reason 
to  fear,  that  the  name  of  our  own  country  Avould  soon  bo  ad- 
ded to  the  melancholy  catalogue  of  departed  rcpublicks. 
Should  this  last  hope  of  freedom  fail,  this  only  republican  gov- 
ernment remaining  on  the  face  of  the  earth  be  subverted,  ihere 
is  little  probability  that  the  experiment  would  ever  be  repeated. 

•  We  cannot  however  forbear  cherishing  a  fond  hope,  that  the 
impressive  lessons, which  are  before  us  in  the  history  of  ourrace, 
will  prove  a  salutary  warning  to  the  errlightened  people  of 
these  States  ;  and  that,  by  avoiding   the   errours  they    will    es- 

•Tape  their  misfortunes.  May  heaven  long  preserve  them  free, 
pros-p*erous  and  kappy. 


BY   HIS  EXCELLENCY   CALEB  STRONG,   ESduiRE, 

Gavernour  of  the  Commonnealth  of  Massachusetts. 

A  PROCLAMATION 

For  a  DAY  of  PUB  LICK  FASTI]SG  and  PRAYER. 


AS  the  success  of  our  labours  and  enterprizes  depend* 
'entirely  upon  the  providence  of  God,  and  his  pleasure  deter- 
mines the  destiny  as  well  of  Slates  as  individuals, it  becomes  us, 
according  to  the  practice  of  our  foiefathei^,  to  set  apart  a  day 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  that  we  may  unite  to  implore  the 
Divine  protection  and  blessing  ;  and,  with  sincere  contrition 
for  our  past  sins,  humble  ourselves  before  the  throne  of  grace, 
and  supplicate  for  pardon  and  acceptance  through  the  merits  of 
Him  who  died  for  us  : — • 
L 
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Therefore,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  3 
appoint  Thursday^  the  fourth  day  of  April  next,  to  be  observed 
ill  this  State  as  a  day  of  publicly  fasting  and  prayer  ;  and  the 
ministers  and  people  of  each  religious  denomination  are  request- 
ed to  meet  together  for  publick  worship  on  that  day,  that  with 
penitence  and  humiliation  we  may  confess  our  ofl'ences,  and 
commend  ourselves  to  the  care  of  that  Almighty  Being,  without 
whose  knowledge  not  a  sparrow  falls  to  the  ground,  and  who 
attends  to  the  concerns  of  men  with  the  most  gracious  regard  ; 
and  beseech  Him,  that  in  our  devotional  services  He  would 
prepare  our  hearts,  and  cause  His  ear  to  hear;  and  that  by  the 
graces  of  His  Spirit  lie  would  form  us  to  such  a  temper,  as 
shall  render  us  the  fit  objects  of  His  mercy.  That  He  would 
preserve  the  union  of  these  States,  and  mj.ke  them  high  above 
ail  nations  in  praise,  in  name  and  in  honour;  and  that  our  na- 
tional rulers  may  be  directed  by  a  spirit  of  wisdom,  modera- 
tion and  integrity.  That  He  would  regard  with  peculiar  fa- 
vour the  people  of  this  commonweakh,  and  give  them  at  all 
times  wise  legislators  and  faithful  magistrates. 

That  the  ^Ministers  of  the  gospel  may  exert  themselves  to 
vindicate  the  truth,  and  be  guarded  against  every  thing  which 
in  their  doctrine  or  example  might  mislead  others,  or  furnish 
the  enemies  of  religion  with  matter  of  reproach  against  iL 
That  the  churches  may  be  reformed  from  whatever  is  amiss,  and 
be  recovered  to  rectitude  and  purity.;  and  that  all,  who  pro- 
fess their  belief  in  the  religion  of  Chtist,  may  cultivate  th« 
temper   which  He  exercised  and  recommended. 

That  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  season,  He  would  pros- 
per the  labours  of  the  husbandman,  Q,nd  crown  the  year  with 
plenty  ; — that  He  would  ordain  peace  for  us.; — that  He  would 
preserve  us  from  wasting  sickness,  and  continue  to  us  the  bles- 
sing of  health  ; — that  He  .would  protect  and  prosper  our  com- 
merce,manufactures  and  fisheries,; — thatHe  would  smile  on  the 
,«niversity,  colleges,  academies  and  schools,  and  succeed  their 
■endeavours  to  train  our  youth  to  knowledge  and  moral  excel- 
lence ;  and  that  He  would  produceand  cherish  in  all  our  hearts 
those  virtues  and  graces  which  may  tit  us  for  the  duties  of  the 
present  liie,  and  the    happiness  of  the  future. 

That  He  would  g>:ant  to  the  nations  of  Europe  the  bles- 
sings of  tranquillity  and  just  government.     That  the  rod  oi  tUe 
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•ppressor  may  be  broken,  and  the  earth  be  n«  lonwer  fviled 
with  destruction  and  violence.  That  all  nations  may  come  to 
the  knowledge  and  belief  of  the  reli<;ion  of  Christ;  and  that 
his  kingdom  may  be  every  where  extended,  and  that  all  do- 
minions may  serve  and  obey  Him. 

And  the  people  of  this  commonwealth  are  requested   to  ab- 
stain from  labour  and  recreation  on  the  said  day. 

Given  at  the  council  chamber  in  Beston,  this  nine- 
teenth day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord^ 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  and  in  th« 
twenty-ninth  year  of  theindependence  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  America. 

CALEB  STI^ONG. 

By  His  Excellency* s  command^  with  the\^ 
advice  and  consent  of  Council,        3 

JOHN  AVERY,  Secrctaty. 

GOD  save  the  Common\^ealth  of  Massachusettt 


SPEECH 

DELIVERED  JUNE  7,  1W)5, 

gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Ueprfsrntafives^ 

I  EMBRACE  with  pleasure  the  opportunity  of  congrat- 
»latingyou  on  the  return  of  the  anniversary  establibhed  by  our 
constitution,  and  the  proof  which  your  fellow-citizens  have  giv- 
en you  of  their  confidence.  Accept  iho  assurances  of  my  re- 
gard, with  sentiments  correspondent  to  those  by  which  they  aro 
dictated. 

Our  obligations  to  the  publick  are  expressed  in  the  oaths 
we  have  taken  to  support  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  defend  this  commonwealth,  and  faithfully  and  impartial- 
ly tQ  perform  the  duties  of  our  respective  offices.     It  n  incunv- 
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bent  on  us,  therefarf,  on  all  occasions,  to  sujiport  th6  comtit-u-» 
tional  measures  of  the  general  government  ;  in  this  our  inter-^ 
est  and  duty  coincide  ;  for,  if  that  government  is  not  well  es-^ 
tablished  ;  if  it  has  not  euergy  sufficient  to  suppress  insurrections 
at  home,  and  resist  invasion  from  abroad  ;  our  security  will  bft 
lost  in  perpetual  revolutions,  and  we  shall  be  at  the  mercy  of 
•very  lawless  invader. 

But,  as  the  national  constitution  defines  and  guarantees 
the  rights,  as  well  of  the  States  as  of  the  citizens,  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  State  government  to  watch  over  those  rights  ;  and,  if 
they  should  be  infringed,  to  make  such  representation, as  would 
ieiiJ  to  procure  redress;  thus  it  is  prokibl«  a  remedy  may- 
be obtained  for  any  evils  of  this  kind,-  to  which  a  State  or 
paFt-of  of  its  citizens  may  be  exposed,  in  a  manner  perfectly 
consistent  with  publick  order,  and  tranquillity.  A  disposition 
^  to  censure  and  criminate  the  measures  of  government  is  ex- 
tremely prejudicial ; — if  they  are  good  in  themselves,  we  ought 
not  to,.ascrib8theni  to  improper- motives  ;  and,  if  doubtful, 
candour  should  incline  us  to  view  them  in  the  most  favourable 
light.     But  it  was-notihe  design  of  the    constitution,    that  the 

*  legislatures  of  the  several  States  should  become  blindly  subser- 

*  vient  to  the  will  of  the  general  government  ;  this  would  be  to 
lose  the  whole  benefit  of  the  federative  principle,  and  would 
subject  us  to  all  the  mischiefs  of  a  complete  consolidation  of 
the  Slates.  Indeed  such  aconstruction  might  soon  destroy  the 
most  essential  articles  of  the  constitution  ;— for,  if  an  aspiring 
man  should  gain  a  controling  influence  in  the  national  legisla- 
ture, and  should  find  that  soir-e  parts  of  that,  instrument  ob- 
structed his  views,  he  would  propose,  and  be  sure  to  efFect,such 
alterations,  as  he  should  deem  necessary. 

The  system  of  national  government  appears  to  be  well 
ealaulated  to  preserve  itself,  and  perpetuate  the  rights  of  the^ 
people.  The  arrangement  and  independence  of  the  legislative, 
judicial  and  executive  powers,  form  the  best  security,  that* 
eould  be  devised,  against  the  encroachments  of  either;  and  as 
long  as  the  constitution  is  unimpaired,  and  the  legislative  body- 
is  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  integrity,  and  moderation  ; — as  long 
as  it  shall  leave  to  the  executive  and  judicial  departments  the- 
authority  vested  in  them  respectively  by  the  constitution,  and 
ikaU  p^ti^ntly  ac([^uiesce  in  the  exercise  of    that  authority.;  s»- 


long- \vG  may  hope  that  the  national  governuQcnt  and    the  rights 
of  the  citizens  will  be  prc:>ervTd. 

But  the  experience  of  other  nations  will  convifici?  us,  that, 
whenever  the  legislature  assumes  to  itself  the  other  powers  of 
government,  liberty  is  subverted.  This  assumption  can  be 
more  easily  effected  by  that  body  if  unrestrained  by  principle, 
than  by  either  of  the  other  branches.  "I'he  legislative  is  the  su- 
preme power  ; — the  members  are  from  every  part  of  the  territo- 
ry ;  their  number  and  influence  will  enable  them,  on  frequent 
occEisions,  to  excite  popular  envy  and  resentment  again'Jt  the 
executive  and  the  judicial  powers  ;  almost  every  man,  from  a 
connexion  with  some  member  of  the  legislature,  feels  a  peculiar 
interest  in  that  branch  of  government,  and  a  strong  prejudice 
in  its  favour.  But,  instead  of  being  influenced  by  these  prepo* 
sessions,  we  ought  to  reflect,  that  in  free  States  a  change  in  the 
frame  of  government  is  attended  with  hazard,  and  that  our  onlj 
safety  consists  in  a  firm  and  inflexible  adherence  to  the  princi- 
ple of  the  constitution. 

The  declaration  of  rights  m  this  State  prohibits  an  inter- 
ference of  the  several  departments  ;  it  provides,  that  neiiher  of 
them  shall  ever  exercise  the  powers  (U' the  other. — And  here 
too  an  efficient  authority  is  requisite  for  the  protection  and 
safety  of  the  people: — for,  if  the  State  government  has  not 
Mrength  enough  to  restrain  injustice  and  violence,  or  to  punish 
offenders,  our  liberty  will  degenerate  t(*  licentiousness,  and  we 
shall  fall  into  a  state  of  anarchy  not  less  debasing  than  a  settled 
a«d  absolute  despotism. 

In  civil  causes',  the  sheriff  or  cort'^table  is  supposed  to  be 
authorized,,  by  writs  of  attachment  or  execution,  to  take  the 
goods  of  the  debtor  without  any  exception.  The  humanity  of 
creditors  has,  for  the  most  part,  prevented  an  undue  use  of  this 
authority ,in  collecting  their  demands  from  their  indirrcnt  debt- 
ors ;  but  I  anv  informed  by  a  number  of  respectable  person^, 
that  instances  have  frequently  occurred,  in  wi-ich  officers,  with 
ynfeeling  severity,  have  taken  the  most  necessary  articles  of 
apparel  and  furniture, and  exposed  the  debtor  and  his  family  to 
immediate  suffering. — If  such  case?  have  happened  within  your 
knowledge,  you  will  probably  think  it  reasonable  to  exempt 
from  seizure  certain  articles,  whicli  (;rc  necessary  f>r  uphold- 
iog  life. 

L  2 
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Commissioners  have,  on  sevecal  occasions,  been  appointed^ 
a.t  the  request  of  the  legislature,  and  with  the  consent  of  the. 
parties  .interested,  for  the  purpose  of  quieting  settlers  on  lands 
in  the  eastern  parts  of  the  State  ;  in  most  of  the  cases,  ta 
which  their  commissions  referred,  they  have  been  able  to  ef- 
fect an  amicable  agreement ;  but  divers  disputes  of  this  kind 
still  remain  unsettled.  The  tranquillity  of  that  part  of  tha 
commonwealth,  and  the  happiness  of  many  individuals,  would 
beji^reatly  promoted  by  a  speedy  accom.modation  of  those  dis- 
putes ;  and  I  shall  be  happy  to  concur  with  you,  gentlemen,  m 
any  measures,  consistent  with  the  rights  of  parties,  which  shall 
be  calculated  to  effect  this  desirable  object. 

The  operations  of  banking,  while  under  suitable  restraints, 
3.nay  undoubtedly  be  useful  to  the  State,  by  rendering  its  capi- 
tal more  active  than  it  would  be  otherwise.  Petitions  have  for 
•everal  years  been  presented  at  almost  every  session  of  the  legis- 
lature, for  the  incorporation  of  banks.  If  such,  applications 
are  repeated,  it  will  be  a  question  of  importance  whether  an 
addition  to  the  present  number  would  be  a  public  benefit. 
>Iany  of  the  billsof  other  State  banks,  with  whose  circumstan- 
ces and  managemeat  we  are  wholly  unacquainted,  circulate 
here  ;  and  the  capital  stock  of  the  Branch  bank  is  seven  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  We  have  besides,  in  this  State,tvventy- 
«ne  banks,  which  are  allowed  by  law  to  issue  thirteen  million 
iiollars  ;  by  their  last  returns  it  appears,  that  the  whole  of  the 
^ebts  due  to  them  did  not  amount  to  eight  -m.illions.  If  the 
existing  banks  are  authorized  to  loan  a  greater  sum  than  the 
circulation  can  esnploy,  the  aggregate  profits  of  banking  would 
not  be  increased,  nor  would  any  additional  assistance  be  given 
lo  trade,  should  a  number  of  other  banks  be  instituted  ;  they 
might  indeed  emit  an  additional  quantity  of  paper;,  but  the 
sujplus  would  soon  be  returtied  to  the  several  banks,  and  ex- 
changed for  gold  and  silver,  to  be  exported.  New  banks  would 
not  increase  the  quantity  of  specie^  they  would  only,  cause  ,a 
subdivision  of  it  ;  and,  if  they  should  be  induced,  from  the  de- 
sire of  gain,  or  a  disposition  to  afford  extraordinary  'accommo- 
datious,  lo  discount  too  liberally,  the  banks  themselves  would 
be  endangered,  and  the  directors  might  be  compelled  to  dimin- 
ish their  discounts  so  as  to  occasion  very  serious  and  extensive 
liommercial  embarrassments. 

it  has  been  saidp  heretofore^  that  thejuajik  divideods^  wer«. 
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hr^hef  than  the  legal  rate  of  interest,  and,  therefore,  unless  pe-- 
titioners  were  indulged  with  incorporations,  the  law,  which 
forbids  usury,  should  be  repealed.  A  measure  of  this  kind 
might  be  more  injurious  than  any  proposed  addition  to  the 
number  of  banks.  If  money  was  borrowed  only  on  a  calcula- 
tion of  profit  from  commercial  enterprises,  the  borrower  mif^ht 
he -safely  trusted  to  make  his  bargain  with  the  lender;  but  a 
great  part  of  the  loans  in  the  country  are  to  persons  embarras- 
sed from  misfortune  or  rn discretion  ;  by  a  repeal  of  the  ia\f 
against  usury  they  would  be  left  to  the  mercy  of  their  creditors, 
and  avarice  would  prey  without  control  upon  igno-rance  and 
distress. 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  the  governour  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, inclosing  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  senate  and  house 
of  representatives  of  that  commonwealth,  approving  an  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution,  which  was  recommended  by  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  and  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  excludie 
from  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  controversies  be- 
tween citizens  of  difierent  States — between  citizens  of  the  sam« 
State  claiming  lands  under  grants  from  different  States, — ai^d 
between  citizens  of  a  State  and  citizens  or  subjects  of  a  for- 
eign State. 

Together  with  those  papers,  the  Secretary  will  deliver  to 
you  a  letter  from  the  major  general  of  the  third  division,  re- 
questing that  he  might  be  discharged  from  his  office  in  the  mi- 
litia.— His  request  has  been  granted. 

In  the  present  state  of  political  disagreement,  you  can 
hardly  expect,  by  the  most  upright  and  impartial  discharge  of 
your  duty,  to  escape  censure.  But,  whatever  rejections  may 
be  circulated  upon  the  measures  of  govcrnment,or  the  conduct  of 
its  members,  I  hope  and  trust, they  will  have  no  effect  to  weak- 
en your  attachment  to  the  public  interest.  In  many  cases 
you  may  be  compelled  from  a  sense  of  duty  to  disappoint  the 
wishes  of  your  friends,  and  in  some,  perhaps,,  to  expose  youdr- 
selves  to  the  temporary  displeasure  of  a  respectable  part  of 
the  community.  But,  if  the  measures  you  adopt  are  just  and 
useful,  they  will  at  length  appear  to  be  so  ;  and  you  will  then 
receive  the  best  compensation  for  publick  service,  the  testimo- 
»yjof  your  feUow-tJitixeiM  to  your  merit  and  virtue. 

eALEB  STRONG,    . 
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ANSWER  OF  THE  SENATE.' 


May  it  please  y cur  Excellency, 

THE  return  of  the  anniversary  established  by  the  const;- ~ 
tation  affords  to  the  senate  peculiar  gratification,  as  it  is  ac-- 
eompanied  by  a  new  proof  of  the  wisdom  and  discernment  of - 
their  fellow-citizens  in  again  placing  your  excellency  at  the 
head  of  the  government.  The  uniform  display  of  integrity,  in- 
telligence and  patriotism,  hitherto  exhibited  by  your  excellen- 
cy, has  acquired,  and,  we  believe  will  long  preserve,  the  es- 
teem and  confidence  of  every  enlightened  and  virtuous  citizen.' 
Our  firm  persuasion  of  the  excellence  and  im.portance  of 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  the  sacred  ob- 
ligations resulting  from  our  oaths,  will  induce  us,  on  all  occa- 
sions, to  support  those  measures  of  the  general  government, 
which  comport  with  the  provisions  of  that  valuable  instrument. 
At  the  same  time  v,*e  feel  it  to  be  our  duty  to  watch  over  and 
defend  all  the  rights  of  the  State  and  of  its  citizens,  as  de- 
fined and  guranteed  by  the  national  constitution. 

We  have  never  conceived  that  it  was  intended  the  legisla- 
tures of  the  several  States  should  become  blindly  subservient 
to  the  will  of  the  general  government.  Effects  themost  perni- 
cious and  destructive  would  be  produced  by  a  doctrine  so  ab- 
surd and  unfounded.  Should  such  an  opinion  be  generally  a- 
dopted,  one  of  the  strongest  barriers  against  the  designs  of  as- 
piring and  unprincipled  men  would  be  desiToycd. 

'i'he  arrangement  and  independence  of  the  legislative,  ju^' 
dicial  and  executive  powers,  as  provided  for  in  the  constitution,- 
it  is  undoubtedly  the  duty  and  interest  of  every  citizen  to  sup- 
port and  defend.  By  the  national  syst-^m  of  government  poli- 
tical power  is  so  wisely  distributed,  as  to  aford  the  best  secu- 
rity against  the  designs  of  the  crafty  and  ambitious,  and  the 
g.reat  hazard  arising  from  the  levity  and  versatile  humour  of 
the  ignorant  and  inexperienced.  As  long,  therefore,  as  the 
several  branches  of  the  government  shall  continue  to  be  the  the 
irui  g^urantces  of  each  other's  rightful  and  legitimate  authou* 
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ty,  so  long  they  will  preserve  and  render  stable  our  confedera- 
tion.  But,  if  either  of  those  powers  are  disposed  (s>r  enabled  to 
usurp  and  exercise  the  authority  vested  in  the  others,  a  speedy 
destruction  of  the  government  must  ineritably  ensue.  We  a- 
gree  with  your  excellency,  that  tbc  assumption  or  unconstitu- 
tional power  can  be  more  easily  effected  by  the  legislative,  than 
by  either  of  the  other  branches  of  the  govtrnment.  The  first 
efforts,  therefore,  made  by  any  inconsiderate  or  depraved  mem* 
ber  of  the  popular  branch,  to  encroach  upon  the  privileges  se- 
cured to  either  of  the  other  powers,  must  excite  an  high  dcgre« 
of  indignation,  and  should  call  forth  the  most  diligent  exertions, 
to  avert  the  misckief  which  such  attempts  are  calculated  t» 
produce. 

Several  important  subjects  for  legislation  have  been  sug- 
gested by  your  excellency.  They  claim  and  will  receive  our- 
serious  consideration. 

The  resolution  received  from  Pennsylvania,  aproving  aa 
amendmciit.  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  recom- 
mended by  the  State  of  Kentucky,  however  doubtful  xve  may  be 
of  its  expediency^  will  receive  that  respectful  and  deliberate  at- 
tention, to  which  every  communication  from  a  sister  State  is 
entitled. 

CensTire  from  political  opponents,  we  are  fully  sensible, 
cannot  be  prevented  by  the  most  upright  and  impartial  con- 
duct. But  this  apprehension,  we  believe,  will  not  abate  our. 
zeal  to  promote  the  publick  welfare.  More  fortitude  will  be 
required  to  support  us  under  the  displeasure  of  our  friends,  if 
compelled  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  disappoint  their  expectations. 
§hould  the  measures  we  adopt  be  just,  we  trust  their  esteem, 
may  still  be  retained  ;  but,  if  their  attachment  should  be  foi-v 
feited,  an  approving  conscience  will  afford  to  u&  ampl«  and,! 
yulailiug  consolation. 


J^ti 


ifNSWER  OF  THE  HOUSE.     ^ 


May  it  please  ymir  Excellency , 

THE  house  of  representatives  with  pleasure  offer  thetr^ 
congratulations  to  your  excellency  upon  this  anniversary  estab- 
lished by  the  constitution  ;.  and  upon  the  addi«tional  proof, 
which  your  fellow-citizens  have  given  you  of  their  high  confi- 
dence, in  again  electing  you  to  the  office  of  chief  magistrate  of 
this  commonwealth. 

To  support  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  defend 
this  commonwealth,  and  faithfully  and  impartially  to  perform 
the  duties  of  our  respective  offices,  are  obligations  so  important, 
as  to  be  deemed  by  us  at  all  times  indispensible.  We  consider 
it  as  an  incumbent  duty  to  support  the  constitutional  measures 
of  the  general  government.  Without  au  energetick  govern-- 
ment,  careful  and  prompt  to  attend  our  best  interests,  the  at- 
tempt to  suppress  domestick  insurrections,  or  duly  to  oppose 
foreign  aggressions,  would  be  altogether  futile  ;  and,  in  th« 
end,  security  would  be  lost,  and  revolutions  succeed,  destruc- 
tive to  our  peace  and  happiness  ;  and  we  should  be  exposed  to  ■ 
the  mercy  of  every  lawless  invader.  As  a  spirit  of  insubordi- 
nation is  the  usual  harbinger  of  tyranny,  an  energetick  gov- 
ernment alon«,  uader  Divine  Providence,  can  shield  us  from 
such  a  calamity. 

We  view  with  the  greatest  solicitude  our  federal  compact. 
Those  sages  from  whose  labours  it  sprang  ; -those  who  adopted 
and  made  it  the  bond  of  our  Union  and  security  ;  and  those 
who  moulded  and  fashioned  the  government,  which  has  produ- 
ced to  us  the  greatest  national  prosperity,  must  ever  be  dear  to 
the  citizens  of  Massachusetts.  We  consider  with  your  excel- 
lency, that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State  governments  to  watch 
over  the  rights  guaranteed  to  them  by  the  constitution  :  it  is  e- 
qaally  their  duty  to  guard  with  jealous  vigilance,  the  preser— 
Ttttion  of  the  Union  u£on  just  and  equal  principles  3  and   (•  > 
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^repel  every  measure  calculated  to  consolidate  the  States  under  thi  « 
dominion  of  a  single  State.  The  mutilation  ot'the  constitution 
-must  be  followed  by  its  destruction;  its  destruction  by  the  es- 
tablishment of  despolick  power  upon  the  ruins  of  our  honour 
and  freedom.  We  cannot  therefore  but  consider  the  recent 
proposals  made  in  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States  to  make  the  judii^ary  dependent  on  the  will  of  the  ex- 
ecutive, and  to  annihilate  the  utility  of  the  Senate,  as  subjects 
of  serious  alarm.  If  such  influence  can  be  obtained  in  the  na- 
tional councils  by  aspiring  men,  as  to  enable  them  to  change 
this  sacred  instrument  at  their  pleasure. — If  alterations  should 
be  the  result  of  systematiek  ejf'orts  to  destroy,  our  country  is  des- 
tined to  exhibit  the  end  of  republican  government  ; — it  is  des- 
tined to  prove  that  men  are  incapable  of  governing  themselves, 
and  that  rational  liberty  can  durably  exist  only  in  name. 

In  the  melancholy  history  of  the  ruin  of  republicks,  we 
may  find  i.npressive  lessons,  applicable  to  our  own  country. — 
We  are  fully  sensibre  that  the  experience  of  ages,  teaches  that 
liberty  has  been  destroyed  by  the  assumption  of  power,  ob- 
tained in  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the  government.  The 
encroachment,  therefore,  of  the  legislative  upon  the  other 
branches  is  the  first  and  strongest  indication  of  the  dissolution 
of  republican  systems. 

The  communication  from  the  governour  of  the  State  of 
I'ennsylvania,  coming  from  so  respectable  a  quarter,  demands 
serious  consideration.  Yet  we  cannot  but  sincerely  regret  the 
existence  of  motives  productive  of  the  resolution  to  which 
your  excellency  alludes. 

The  several  objects  of  legislation  recommended  by  your 
excellency  shall  receive  our  most  prompt  and  careful  investi- 
gation, and  while  we  return  our  grateful  thanks  for  the  gen- 
eral information  communicated  in  your  address,  we  assure 
your  excellency  we  shall  most  readily  co-operate  with  you  in 
the  adoption  ot  such  measures  as  may  be  seemed  conducive  to 
the  public  welfare. 

The  present  state  of  political  disagreement  will  not  prevent 
the  most  impartial  discharge  of  our  relative  duties.  Censure 
and  calumny  too  often  usur))  the  place  of  praise  and  commen- 
dation ;  but  a  conviction  of  having  fully  discharged  our  duty 
m\\\  ever  alibrd  a  sufficient  consolation  lor  the  injuries  they  oc- 
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•casion.  In  the  short  period  of  time  which  has  elapseti  sine* 
the  establishment  of  our  independence,  we  have  witnessed  ma- 
ny and  rapid  changes  of  political  sentiment,  as  to  men  and 
measures.  Such  instability  would  be  regarded  as  unfriendly 
to  the  preservation  of  freedom,  if  we  had  not  uniformly  found 
that  good  sense  and  just  conceptions  finally  gain  their  due  as- 
cendency. Relying  on  this  feature  in  the  character  of  our 
fellow-citizens,  we  feel  the  most  unchangeable  assurance  that 
we  shall  retain  and  transmit  to  our  posterity  the  political  feli- 
-<:ity  by  which  our  couutry  is  distinguished. 


BY  HIS  EXCELLENCY  CALEB  STRONG,  ESQUIRE, 

Governour  of  the  Commoji'weklth  of  Massachusetts, 

A  PROCLAMATION 
For  a  VAY  of  PUBLIC  THANKSGIVING,  and  PRAISE. 

AT  this  season  of  the  year  it  is  highly  proper  for  us,accor^- 
ing  to  the  usage  of  our  pious  ancestors,  to  devote  a  day  to  the 
honour  and  praise  of  the  Almighty  ; — that,  with  united  devo- 
tion, we  may  abundantly  utter  the  memory  of  His-great  good- 
ness, and  sing  of  His  righteousness;  and  that  we  may  (cac4i 
our  children  His  praises  and  His  wondertul  works  ; — that  the 
generation  to  come  may  know  them,  and  the  children  which 
shall  be  born,  tliat  they  may  set  their  hope  in  God. 

I  do  therefore,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Coun- 
cil, spyo'int  Thursday,  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  NoTembet 
next,  to  be  observed  in  this  Commonwealth,  as  a  day  of  Pub- 
lick  Thanksgiving  and  Praise  ;  -^nd  the  several  denominations 
of>  christians  are  requested  to  assemble  in  their  respective 
places  of  publick  worship  on  that  day  ; — that  we  may  unite 
in  rendering  our  thanks  to  the  great  Author  of  all  our  mer*- 
cies  lor  the  protection  which  he  has  afforded  to  the  people 
of  this  State  from  its  early  settlement  ; — that  he  brought 
our  forefathers  from  their  native  country,  and  gave  them  this 
land  for  a  possession,  because  he  had  a  favour  to  them-; — that, 
when  they  were  few  in  number  and  strangers  in  it,  he  suffered 
Bo  man  to  do  theia  wrong  ; — and  that  iu  times  of  dibtress.  Siud 
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'fJariger  He  has  e'vcr  been  tlic  refuse  of  their  ])Ostcnty,  and  de- 
fended them  with  the  saving  strength  of  I  lis  light  hand — For 
the.  preservation  of  our  civil  privileges  ;  that  we  have  cons^titu- 
tions  of  government  so  well  ada])ted  to  promote  our  happi- 
ness ;  and  that  our  lives  and  property''  are  secured  by  vise  and 
equal  laws. — For  the  continuance  of  our  national  peace  and 
prosperity. — For  the  general  health,  which  the  people  of  this 
State  have  enjoyed  in  the  course  of  the  last  year — For  his 
goodness  and  mercy  in  the  blessings  of  harvest  ;  and  that, 
though  he  was  ))leased  to  visit  a  great  part  of  the  State  with  a 
'  severe  drought,  yet  He  has  not  broken  the  statT  of  bread,  nor 
taken  away  the  corn  in  the  season  of  it. —  For  the  success, 
which  he  has  granted  to  our  commerce,  manufactures  and 
fisheries;  and  for  the  abundant  variety  of  good  things,  which 
tend,  not  only  to  our  necessary  support,  but  to  our  ornament 
and  delight. — And,  above  all,  for  the  covenant  of  grace  es- 
tablished in  the  Redeemer,  and  the  spiritual  and  endless  bless- 
ings conveyed  through'  him. 

And,  from  a  consciousness  that  we  are  at  the  disposal  of 
His  mercy,  let  us  join  in  acknowledgements  of  our  unworthi- 
iiess,  and  in  humble  supplications  that  he  would  forgive  our 
oftences,  and  accejit  our  feeble  attempts  to  n  nder  Him  the 
homage  that  is  worthy  of  Him. — And  diat,  from  a  grateful 
■sense  of  the  riches  both  of  his  Providence  and  Grace,  He 
Avould  engage  us  to  a  course  of  faithful  and  universal  obe- 
dience, and  enable  us  to  consecrate  to  His  service  the  powers 
and  faculties  fie  has  giv^n  irs,  and  the  blessings  with  which 
Ave  are  encompassed. 

That  iJe  would  direct  and  prosper  our  natior.al  and  State 
governments,  and  cause  the  people  to  dwell  in  tranquillity  ; — 
that  He  Would  bless  the  administration  of  justice,  and  the  in- 
stitutions of  religion  and  learning;  and  that  he  would  pour 
His  spirit  upon  us  from  on  high,  and  remember  for  us  His  for- 
mer loving  kindness  and  mercy,  that  glory  may  dwell  in  our 
land. 

That  He  would  drspcxsethe  contending  nations  of  Europe 
to  peace,  upon  terms  conducive  to  the  general  safety  and  hap- 
piness of  mankind  ;  that  wasting  and  violence  may  no  more 
be  heard  ;  and  that  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  may  dispel  the 
clouds  of  ignorance  -and  errour,  wiiich  have  overspread  the 
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earth,   and  diffuse  among  all  nations  tlie  knewledge  and  graet 
©f  the  gospel. 

And  the  people  of  this  State  are  requested  to  abstain 
from  such  labour  and  recreation,  as  are  inconsistent  with  th« 
religious  services  hereby  recommended. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  Boston,  this  seven- 
teenth day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  and  in  the 
thirtieth  year  of  the  independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

CALEB  STRONG. 

By  his  Txcellenci/^s  command^  xi-ith  the  } 
advice  and  consent  fjf' Council.        j 

JOHN  AVERY,  Secretary. 
CiOD  save  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 


SPEECH 

DELIVERED  JAN.  17,  18O6. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  aynl 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  .Representatires, 

We  have  the  pleasure  to  meet  again  in  circumstances  of 
publick.prosperity.  The  productions  of  the  last  year  have  been 
iully  sufficient  to  supply  the  wants  ot  the  people,  although  at 
one  season  the  prospect  was  unfavourable  ;  and  they  have  been 
exempt  from  the  fatal  sickness,  with  which  some  ])rincipal 
towns  in  other  States  have  been  visited.  We  are,  therefore, 
bound  to  acknowledge  the  kind  interpositions  of  Providence 
in  our  behalt. — At  the  same  time  it  becomes  us  to  make  use  of 
the  most  effectual  precautions,  that  can  be  devised,  to  guard 
our  fellow-citizens  against  the  return  of  that  desolating  dis- 
ease. 
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The  prcsiilcnt's  lat«  message  to  congress  announces  that 
s  treaty  has  been  concluded  with  Tripoli,  in  which  the  ransom 
of  our  countrymen  was  agreed  to,  and  to  which  the  successful 
eiiterprizes  conducted  by  one  of  our  fellow-citizens  undoubt- 
edly contributed. — But  we  are  in  like  manner  informed,  that 
the  injuries  we  have  received  from  some  of  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope may  lead  to  the  employjnent  of  foixe,  and  that  prepara- 
tory measures  for  that  purpose  are  expedient. — This  subject 
aills  for  our  attention  so  far  as  it  shall  be  necessary  to  com- 
plete the  order  and  discipline  of  the  militia.  You  will  find, 
by  the  ad,jutant-generars  return,  that  every  part  of  the  com- 
monwealth is  in  a  state' of  military  organization,  except  Nan- 
tucket and  Elizabeth  Islands,  and  that  the  number  of  our  mili- 
tia, so  organized,^is  nearly  sixty-seven  thousand  j  the  gieatcr 
purt  of  whom  are  armed  and  equipped  according  to  law. 

Since  youv  former  session,  the  agents  for  building  ihft 
State  prison  have  completed  that  service  ;  and,  in  compliance^ 
with  the  act  passed  on  the  15th  of  last  June,  the  olticers  of 
the  institution  have  been  appointed,  and  regulations  have  been 
made  for  the  government  of  the  convicts ;— a  copy  of  these 
will  belaid  before  you.  Warrants  have  also  been  directed  to- 
the  sheriffs  of  the  counties,  where  criminals,  who  had  beeu' 
sentenced  to  hard  labour,  were  imprisoned,  requiring  them  to 
remove  such  convicts  to  the  State  prison,  and  thirty-four  have 
been  removed  accordingly. — You  will  perceive  the  necessity  of 
attending  to  this  subject  during  the  present  session,  as  the  act 
expires  on  the  first  day  of  June,  and  the  general  court  of  the 
next  year  will  not  be  able  to  make  the  necessary  ttrrangemenia 
concerning  it  bef  )re  that  time. 

The  constitution  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  legislature  fre- 
quently >to  assemble  for  the  red res3'(;f  grievances  ; — lor  correct- 
ing strengthening  and  confirming  the  laws,  and  for  making^ 
new  lav.s  as  the  common  go<xl  may  require.  'J'hcse  several  ob- 
jects, Ihave  no  dou!)t,  will  leceive  your  attention.  If  any  of 
the  existing  laws  are  found  to  be  op[)rcssive  or  injurious  in  their 
effects,  they  will  be  altered  or  repealed  ;  if  any  iail  to  answer 
the  intended  purpose,  yon  will  correct  and  amend  them  ;  and, 
if  useful  regulations  are  not  observed,  or  the  design  of  the  leg- 
islature, which  established  them,  is  eluded,  you  will  adopt 
s«ch  mcasurus,    as  shall  tend  to  ;;ive  them    strength  ayd  efficu- 
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cy;  and  yp.u  AvilK  also  enact  such  additional  laws,  as  tlie  gen- 
eral interest  of  the  State,  or  the  uGcoramodation  of  particular 
corporate  bodies  or  individuals,  may  require. 

It  is  possible,  however,  that,  in  a  government  like  our?^ 
^"here  the  acts  and  resolves  of  the  legislature  are  sometimes 
passed  with  great  facility  and  expedition,  the  laws  may  be  too 
numerous  and  be  extencipd  to  cares  too  minute  and  particular. 
The  unnecessary  interference  of  government  with  the  privata 
concerns  of  the  people,  will  always  be  a.  source  of  mischiefs  ; 
their  understanding  is  con:!pctent  l<>  the  tliroction  of.  their  own 
atiairs,_and,  when  left  to  itself;  will  generally  lead  to  measures 
the  most  benelicial,.  both  to  themselves  and  the  publick. 

Frequent  alterations  of  the  law  are  likewise  attended  with, 
incr-nvcniencc,  as  they  sometimes  produce  effects  which  wcro 
Xiot  foreseen,  and  occasion  greater  evils  than  they  were  design- 
ed to  remedy.  '1  hey  tend  to  weaken  the  government  by  di-. 
iTiinidiing  the  connJence  of  the  people  in  iba  stability  of  it» 
councils  ;  iorunitorni  measures  alone  can  preserve  its  reputa- 
Uon,  or  procure  durable  advantages  to  the  Stata.  It  is  of  im- 
portance  too,  that  the  law^  should  be  understood  by  the  citi- 
zens; but,  if  they  are  often  changed,  they  will  not  be  under-, 
*tood,  nor  indeed  will  their  real  tendency  be  always  knovvn  ; 
the  most  jadicious  plans  of  improvement  may  require  a  num- 
ber of  years  to  producv^  their  beneficial  elTects,  and  the  want  of 
consistency  in  the  measures  of  government  v/ould  defeat  the 
.pur))oses,  which  they  are  intended  to  accomplish.  It  would^ 
therefore,  be  unwise  to  substitute  new  and  opposite  systems, 
until  experience  has  proved,  that  those  which  are  already  iiv 
"Hse  are  manifestly  inconvenient. 

But  changes  m  the  constitution  of  governmont  are  more 
injurious  than. in  the  systei.f  of  lawrs  ;  even  a  small  innovation 
may  destroy  its  principles.  The  framers  of  the  national  con- 
stitution had  before  them,  not  only  the  forms,  which  had  been 
preferred  by  the  several  States,  but  those  also,  which  before 
that  time  had  been  devised  in  other  ages  and  nations;  and, 
tiiough  the  repeated  experiments,  which  have  since  taken  place 
in  Europe,  may  sugc^cst  matter  for  warning,  they  afford  nothing 
for  imitation.  If,  notwithstanding,  it  is  found  by  experience, 
tiiat  the  constitution  operates  very  unequally,  or  the  con- 
itrwction  of  -^ny  part  isdouJbtfulj  amendments  may    be  nccQ&^ 
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iary,  to  alter  or  explain  it.  But  It  is  in  vain  to  expect  tiiat  all" 
will  be  satisfied.  Free  governments  admit  of  an  endless  varie- 
ty of  modifications,  and  the  opinions  entertained  of  their  res- 
pective merits  arc  equally  various.  When  the  constitution  was 
established,  perliaps  no  man,  that  became  subject  to  it,  was 
perfectly  pleased  with  every  part.  It  wa^  the  result  of  mutual 
concession,  and  such  indeed  must  always  be  the  case,  when 
a-  form  of  government  is  voluntarily  accepted  by  a  commu- 
nity. 

Almost  every  nation,  at  some  period  of  their  existence, 
have  enjoyed  the  privileges  of  a  free  Stale  ;  but  how  few  have 
preserved  them  !^ — they  have  been  lost  by  the  iisconstancy  of 
the  citizens,  or  forfeited  by  their  vices.  In  many  republicks, 
repeated  variations  in  the  modes  of  government  have  taken 
place,  as  different  parties  happen  to  predominate,  until  the  peo- 
ple became  weary  of  changes,  and  preferred  the  quiet  of  abso- 
lute power,  to  the  tumults  of  perpetiuil  revolution.  In  the 
minds  of  some  men,  there  seems  to  be  a  restlessness  which  ren- 
tiers them  dissatisfied  v,'ith  any  uitiform  course  of  ihingj^,  and 
makes  them  eager  in  the  pursuit  of  novelty;  they  abound  in 
projects,  and  are  ever  meditating  some  fanciful  change  in  llit- 
plan  of  government,  which  their  imaginations  represent  as  use- 
ful. But  men  of  great  ambition  ai'.e  still  n"iore  dangerous;, 
they  commonly  make  the  fairest  pretences  to  principle',  though 
they  are  actuated  ©nly  by  self-interest.  If  the  constitution  or 
laws  of  their  country  present  obstacles  to  the  accoinplishmerit- 
of  their  wishes,  they  employ  every  a,rtifice  to  alter  or  abolish 
them;  and,  if  individuals  oppose  their  attempts,  they  arc  e- 
qually  artful  and  solicitous  to  destroy  their  iatluence,  and  ren- 
der them  odious  to  their  fellow-citizens. 

Few  men,  even  in  a  prosperous  community,  are  fully  sat- 
isfied with  their  condition  ;-  a  great  part  are  easily  induced  to 
beljeve,  tliat  thore  is  soirjetiiing  wrong  in  liie  novernniont  or 
laws,  which  nu^ht  bo  rectiii(>d  to  their  advanljige  ;  they  there- 
fore readily  embrace  any  specious  prono?al  to  ii!t]\^et  an  altera- 
tion. The  crafty  and  ambitious  know  how  to  avail  ihembelve:^ 
of  this  disposition  to  change,  and  encourage  their  followers  to 
expect,  that  the  amendments  they  [.-ropose  will  perfectly  suit 
their  case,  and  produce  the  very  blessirigs  they  wi^h  ;  in  this- 
^fv^v,  rhey  not  only  effect  their  iiiimcdiute  obiect,  but  acauire. 
Ml 
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ftiv  ihflaence  which  enables  them  afterwards  to  aecorcplish  th» 
most  destructive  innovations.  Such  persons  encourage  hopes, 
that  can  never  be  realized,  and  excite  complaints,  which  the 
most  wise  and  benevolent  administration  is  unable  to  remove. 

Indeed,  we  are  <^enerally  apt  to  ascribe  too  much  to  the 
eflPxacy  of  laws  and  government,  as  if  they  alone  could  secure 
the  luippiiiess  of  the  people  ;  but  no  laws  will  be  sufficient  to 
counteract  the  influence  of  manners  which  are  corrupted  by- 
vice  and  voluptuousness  ;  and  it  is  beyond  the  power  of  any 
government  to  render  the  circumstances  of  the  citizens  easy 
nnd  prosperous,  if  they  want  the  habits  of  industry  and  frugal- 
ity.— Government  is  necessary,  to  preserve  the  public  peace, 
the  persons  and  property  of  indivirUials  ;  but  our  social  happi- 
ness must  chiefly  depend  upon  other  causes  ;  upon  simplicity 
and  pvirity  of  manners  ;  upon  the  education  that  we  give  our. 
chihlren  ;  upon  a  steady  adherence  to  the  customs  and  institu- 
tions of  our  ancestors  j  upon  the  general  diflusion  of  know- 
ledge, and  the  prevalence  of  piety,  aad  benevolent  atfections- 
anions  the  people'. 

Our  forms  of  government,  are,  doubtless,  like  all  other 
institutions,  imperfect ;  but  they  will  ensure  the  blessings  of 
freedom  to  the  citizens,  and  preserve  tlieir  tranquillity,  as  long 
as  they  are  virtuous  ;  and  no  constitution,  that  has  been,  or 
€an  be  formed,  will  secure  those  blessings  to  a  depraved  and 
"vicious  people. 

The  unanimity,  which  appeared  in  both  branches  of  th« 
legislature,  when  a  proposed  amendment  to  the  national  consti- 
tution was  disapproved  by  you  at  the  last  f^ession,  may  seem  to 
render  these  remarks  superfluous  ;  but  as  the-  constitution  of 
this  State  does  not  require,  that  such  amendments  shall  be  laid 
before  the  executive,  for  approbation;  and,  as  other  questions 
of  this  kind  are  likely  to  arise,  I  trust,  there  is  no  in>propriety 
in  suggesting  these  reflections,  or  in  a;!ding  my  testimony  in  fa- 
vour of  the  prmciples  you  adopted,  in  the  instance,  to  which 
1  refer. 

You,  gentlemen,  I  presume,  will  do  all  in  your  power, 
*o  preserve  and  perpetuate  the  advantages  enjoyed  by  our  fel- 
low-citizens ;  by  supporting  the  good  order  of  society,  and  in- 
creasing the  influence  of  virtuous  manners ;  and  by  cherish- 
ing scQQoh  ajid  seminaries  of  learning,,  where   our  youth  may 


be  instructed'  in  the  rights  and  benefits  of  equal  gov^rnnifni^' 
and  strengthened  in  their  abilities  to  assert  and  pre-^erve  thoin. 
As  the  university  of  Harvard  college  is  placed  by  the  consti- 
tution under  the  peculiar  patronage  of  government  ;  and  as  it 
is  made  the  special  duty  of  the  legislatures  and  magistrates  of 
the  State,  at  all  times  to  cherish  it,  you  will  in  a  particular 
manner  be  disposed  to  afford  that  institution  such  encourage- 
^jnent  and  support,  as  its  circumstances  may  render  necessary. 
The  spirit  of  candour  and  of  mutual  deference,  which 
were  manifested  in  both  Houses  at  your  former  session,  afford 
the  best  assurance,  that  your  views  will  continue  to  be  direct- 
ed to  the  common  good.  If,  from  the  state  of  the  public 
mind,  there  is  danger  of  the  impulse  of  party  spirit,  you  will 
be  convinced,  that  every  unnecessary  dispute,  which  would 
have  a  tendency  to  inflame  that  passion,  should  be  avoided  ; 
and  I  hope,  and  trust,  that  such  proofs  of  justice  and  impar- 
iiality  will  appear  in  all  your  measures,  as,  the  most  dissatisfied 
^'ill  be  forced  to  respect. 

CALEBSTRONG. 


ANSWER  OF  THE  SENATE, 


Mai/  it  phase  your  Excdhjicy, 

WE  acknowledge,  with  gratitude  to  the  Supreme  Dispos- 
tv  of  events,  those  circumstances  of  publick  prosperity,  under 
which  we  are  now  assembled,  and  are  deeply  impressed  with 
a  s(?nse  of  his  goodness,  the  past  year,  in  supplying  abundantly 
the  wants  of  the  people,  and  exempting  them  Irom  that  fatal 
sickness  which  has  vissited  several  cities  of  the  United  Slates. 
We  feel  it  to  be  our  duty,  relying  upon  the  blessing  of  the 
Almighty,  to  use  all  the  precautions,  which  experience  or 
science  may  suggest,  to  prevent  the  return  of  this  desoUuing- 
disease. 

The  skill  and  intrepidity  displayed  by  a  citizen  of  this 
Cjommonweultb,  which  contributed  so  largely  t©  the  concluiion. 
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crfi  tfeaty  with  Tripoli  and  the  emancipation  of  our  country-^- 
men,  have  reflected  honour  upon  tlie  individual,  and  increased 
the  glory  of  our  nation.  These  and  other  acts  of  heroism  re- 
cently exhibited  by  our  fellow-citizens,  together  with  the  well  ' 
equipped  and  organized  state  of  our  militia,-,  are  sources  of 
high  satisfaction,.at  a  time  when  we  are  informed  by  the  chief 
magistrate  of  the  United  States,  that  the  employment  of  force 
may  be  necessaiy  in  conse<:[uence  of  injuries  received  from 
some  of  the  nations  of  Europe. 

It  gives  us  pleasure  to  be  informed  that  the  State  Prison 
is  completed.  -  The-  necessary  arrangements,  concerning  the 
regulation  and  management  of  it,  claim,  and  will  receive,  our 
early  atrention. 

To  redress  grievances,-Correct,  strengthen  and  confirm  the 
laws,  and  to  make  such  new  laws,  as  the  common  good  may 
require,  is  a  duty  enjoined  upon  us  by  the  constitution. 
"While  we  make  it  our  constant  aim,  to  discharge  this  duty 
witlv  fidelity,  and  to  adopt  such  measures  as  the  publick  good* 
may  require,  we  shall  be  mindful  of  the  suggestions  made  by 
your  excellency,  that  the  laws  may  be  too  numerous,  and  that 
frequent  alterations  in  them  sometimes  occasion  greater  evils,. 
than  they  were  designed  to  remedy. 

We  are  cor/vinced,  that,  in  order  to  accomplish  any  valua- 
ble purpose,  the  measures  of  government  should  be  unifoi-ra- 
and  consistent  ;  that  the  laws  should  be  well  understood  by, 
the  citizens,  and  their  real  tendency  always  known.  Instead^ 
therefore  of  adopting  visionary  schemes,  we  shall  listen  to  the 
voice  of  experience,  and  only  apply  substitutes  for  such  exist' 
ing  regulations,  as  appear  to  be  manifeistly  opposed  to  the  pub- ■ 
lick  welfare. 

We  shall  look,  with  a   still .  more   cautious   eye,    upon' 
every  innovation  attempted    to   be    made   upon   our  national- 
constitution.     The  integrity,  experience  and    extensive   infor- 
mation discovered  by   the   illustrious   characters    who  framed^ 
that  valuable  instrument,  and  the  series  of  publick   prosperity 
enjoyed  under  it,  entitle  it  to  our  highest  veneration.     Its  ex-- 
cellence  appears   with    still    greater   lustre,   when   compared 
wtth  the  ephemeral  constitutions  of  many  nations,  which    have- 
fritted  across  the  eye  in  rapid  succession",  and   then   sunk   into 
t&tal  oblivion.     We  are  not  insensible^  that  our  form,  of  go- - 
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vfrnment  must  be  irnferlect^  as  was  tlie  nature  of  its  authors;^ 
but  we  recolJcct  at  the  same  time,  that  any  proposed  alteration, 
under  the  name  of  amendment,  is  liable  to  the  saoie  imperfec- 
tion. 

Believing,  therefore,  that  the  principles  of  the  constitution 
ire  as  well  adjusted,  as  hun^an  infirmity  will  permit^,  and  that 
a  small  innovation  may  essentially  pervert  its  original  tenden- 
cy, we  shall  exert  omsdves  to  preserve  it  in  its  present  form», 
except  in  cases,  where  its  operation  shall  be  found  to  be  ex- 
tremely unequal  and  oppressive. 

The  testimony,  which  your  excellency  h»s  expressed  io 
favour  of  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  legislature,  when  a 
proposed  amendment  in  the  national  conjtitution  was  di-^ap- 
provcd  by  them  the  last  session,  proceeding  from  a  stateseman 
of  great  experience,  and  one,  who,  having  been  a  ^member  ot' 
the  general  convention,  must  have  known  the  principles,  on 
which  the  constitution  was  formed,  is  hi<^hly  pleasing  tu  ih© 
senate.  The  recollection,  that  so  few  among  the  nations,  onc» 
enjoying  the  blessings  of  freedom,  have  retained  their  privi* 
leges,  is  calculated  tQ  excite  our  attention  to  those  cause* 
which  produced  their  destruction.  Inconstancy  and  vice  among 
the  people  are  undoubtedly  the  prominent  sources  of  this  ca- 
lamity, i'he  specious  and  restless,  and  still  more  frequently, 
the  unprincipled  and  ambitious,  are  ever  ready  to  avail  them^ 
selves  of  the  common  ardour  for  novelty,  and,  by  exhibiting 
false  allurements  to  the  thoughtless  a;id  uniformed^  are  fre-^ 
quently  enabled  to  subvert  the  best  established  system  of  gov- 
ernment. Disappointed  and  bewildered  in  the  pursuit  of  fan- 
cied improvements,  which  can  never  be  obtained  ;  finding  that 
substantial  good  has  been  abandoned,  to  pursue  an  illusive 
phantom  ;  chagrined  and  exausted  by  fruitless  exertion,  the 
mind  at  length  relaxes  its  efforts,  and  submits  to  that  absolute 
power,  wiiich,  although  it  dissipates  the  visions  of  hope,  at  the 
same  time  relieves  from  the  distress  of  anxiety.  To  prevent 
these  evils,  it  is  necessary  that  knowledge  should  be  generally 
diffused,  industrious  and  frugal  iiubits  tonned,  and  pious  and 
benevolent  afl'ections  cultivated,  among  the  j)eople. 

That  the  advantages  enjoyed  by  our  fellow-citizens  may 
be  perpetuated,  we  shall  do  all  in  our  power,  to  increase  th^ 
i^iiluencc  of  virtuous  manners ;  and,  that  the   abilities   of  ouu 
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youth  to  understand  and  assert  their  rights  may  be  strengthen* 
€^,  we  shall  cherish  schools  and  seminaries  of  learning.  The 
i>n:versity  of  Harvard  college,  placed  by  the  constitution  under 
the  peculiar  patronage  of  government,  and  endeared  to  us  by 
the  recollection  of  its  great  utility  and  the  number  of  illustri- 
ous legislators  and  statesmen,  whose  names  are  enrolled  among 
its  sons,  we  shall  consider  as  entitled  to  ample  support  and  en- 
couragement. 

In  the  present,  as  in  our  former  sessions,  we  shall  endeav* 
our  to  avoid  all  disputes  tending  to  inflame  the  passions,  and 
direct  our  views-  to  the  promotion  of  the  publick  welfare. 
And,  so  long  as  we  follow  the  dictates  of  justice  and  imnartial- 
ity,  we  hope  to  command  the  respect  of  those,  w  hose  interested 
views  or  dissappointedexpectatioiis  may  render  them  most  dis«- 
iatisfied  witii  our  measurei. 


ANSWER  OF  THE  HOUSE. 


J/oy  it  please  your  Excellency^ 

WE  readily  acknowledge,  that -we  are  bound  to  entertaitt- 
the  most  grateful  emotions  for  the  prosperity  of  our   country,., 
especially  when  we  compare  our  condition  with   that  of  most 
of  the  christian  nations  of  the  earth. 

We  enumerate,  among  the  causes  of  our  gratitude,  the 
peace  with  Tripoli.  By  this  event  our  comm.erce  in  the  Medi- 
terranean is  rendered  more  secure,  and  a  number  of  our  valua- 
ble citizens,  languishing  in  ignominious  slavery,  have  been  re- 
stored to  liberty,  to  their  friends,  and  to  their  country.  Id 
the  course  of  the  operations  which  have  led  to  this  desirable  ob- 
ject, we  recognize,  with  pleasure,. the  undaunted  bravery  of  our 
seamen, and  the  skill  and  enterprise  of  their  officers;  we  have  seen 
them  unappalled  by  the  danger,  and  even  certainty  of  death. 
These  elforts,  seconded  by  the  co-operation  of  a  land  force, 
conducted  by  the  distinguished  courage  and  persevering  exer- 
llQajS,Qfoa<J  of  QUE  ciuzensj  liavy   undoubtedly   contribated    t«. 
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.  accelerate  the  pleasing  event.  We  hope,  when  all  the  circuin*- 
stances,  which  attended  the  pacitication,  shall  have  reccive«l 
publicity,  it  will  be  found  to  have  been  as  honourable  and 
beneficial,  as  the  state  of  things  would  permit. 

Allied  to  the  ocean  by  our  agricultural  industry,  by  our 
fisheries  and  by  our  commercial  genius,  we  cannot  but  feel  th« 
liveliest  sensibility  on  the  subject  of  our  European  relations. 
We  know  that  rights  which  can  be  promptly  and  effectually  de- 
fended, are  rarely  assailed.  With  a  respectable  navy,  (which 
can  never  be  inimical  to  freedom)  we  connect,  in  oui  imagina- 
tion, necessary  protection  to  individual  property  and  the  most 
■desirable  national  importance  ;  with  its  absence  we  connect 
sufferings,  losses  and  humiliation.  The-  aggressions,  w'hich  have 
occurred,  may,  we  are  officially  informe<l,  compel  the  Ameri- 
can nation  to  sacrifice  their  laudable  love  of  peace  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  vindicating  their  rights  by  force.  On  such  an  oc- 
casion, we  confidently  trust,  that  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  would  have  but  one  opinion  ;  and,  should  the  govern- 
ment find  it  necessary  to  commence  the  unpleasant  contest 
with  any  foreign  nation,  all  difference  of  political  sentiment 
will  be  lost  in  the  unity  of  the  American  character,  and  in  the 
efforts  of  «//  to  support  the  measures  of  the  existing  adminis- 
tration, in  the  vindication  of  the  national  rights  and  the  inde- 
pendence of  our  common  country. 

The  State  prison  is  a  subject  demanding  serious  attention, 
less  because  of  the  great  expenditures  involved  in  that  institu- 
tion, than  because  of  its  effects  and  consequences  in  the  com- 
munity. It  would  be  a  source  of  just  pride  to  the  State,  if  the 
practicability  of  removing  turpitude,  during  the  process  of  pun- 
ishment, could  be  proved  :  and  also  that  individuals  can  be 
returned  to  society  as  good  subjects,  who  had  been  secluded 
from  it  for  having  forfeited  their  title  to  its  privileges. 

We  concur  with  your  excellency  in  the  nature  and  im- 
portance of  the  duties  which  devolve  on  tlie  legislature,  and 
in  the  mistaken  policy  of  a  frequent  change  in  the  laws.  We 
are  persuaded  that  the  legislative  power  of  a  sovereign  State 
should  be  exercised  only  of  necessity  ;  and  that  the  most  per- 
nicious exercise  of  it,  is  such  as  must  be  immeiliately  followed 
by  statutes  of  substitution  or  repeal. 
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It  is  a  cause  of  regret,  that  so  many  laws  liave  Idc^ 
thought  expedient  concernmg  the  judicinry  ;  and  of  greater 
regret,  that  still  further  provisions  are  indispensable.  Touch- 
ing this  highly  in^portant  branch  ol  the  government,  vshich  is 
**the  immediate  and  invisible  guardian  of  property, character  and 
life,"  we  trust  we  are  assembled  with  new  experience,  and  with 
the  most  patriotick  dispositions.  It  is  confidently  believed, 
that  the  session  will  not  close,  without  an  liarmonious  and  ar*- 
dent  endeavour  to  remove  the  evils,  which  attend  the  adminis- 
tration ofjustice  under  the  present  sj^stem,  and  to  relieve  th« 
publick  from  the  excessive  burthens,  which  accompany  an  ap- 
peal to  the  laws  for  their  remedial  influence. 

Wc  are  gratified  in  finding,  that  your  cxcellency^'s  opin- 
ion on  the  late  proposed  amendment  of  the  federal  constitutioa 
comports  with  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  legislature.  The 
changes,  which  are  wrought  by  the  lapse  of  time,  in  the  state 
of  the  nation,  may  iiiake  amendments  unavoidable  in  that  in- 
instrumenr,  if  a  reciprocity  in  its  benefits  is  to  be  secured  to  the 
union.  The  commendable  jealousy  of  republicans  justifies 
the  belief,  that  proposals  to  amend,  not  grounded  on  such 
changes,  are  intended,  not  to  perpetuate,  but  to  destroy.  Such 
proposals  must  be  regarded  as  waheing  designs^  which  the  au- 
thors of  them  dare  not  avow  ;  and  as  aiming  at  the  existence 
of  our  liberties,  however  fascinating  and  grateful  may  be  the 
forms,  in  which  they  approach. 

It  will  occasion  mingled  regret  and  astonishment  to  those 
who  shall  read  the  histary  of  our  country,  if  they  do  not  find 
in  it,  that  our  political  liberty  was  preserved.  The  fact  of  our 
having  had  the  power  to  choose  our  own  government;  our 
location  on  the  globe  ;  our  means  of  information  ;  our  abun- 
dant resources  ;  our  religious  toleration  ;  our  attachment  to 
habits  of  virtue  and  piety  ;  if  these  will  not  avail,  there  can 
be  no  hope  of  rational  freedom.  The  history  of  our  species 
has  prepared  us  to  expect,  that  in  this  country,  as  in  oihers, 
which  have  been  in  the  fruition  of  all  the  blessings,  of  which 
hiiman  nature  is  susceptible,  there  would  be  men  restless,  dis- 
satisfied, or  dangerously  ambitious.  But  we  are  not  prepared 
to  believe,  that  such  men,  by  themselves,  or  their  agents,  can 
permanently  incline  us  to  listen  to  calumnies  against  the  widest 
and  worthiest  patriots  ;  nor  engage  us  to  neglect,  to  abandon, 
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'ancl 'to  Tevile  tlie  authors  of  our  country's  felicity.  It  is  a 
melancholy  truth,  that  the  success  ofsuch  designs  has  convert- 
ed every  republick,  that  we  have  known  of,  into  a  frightful 
despotism.  But,  as  our  institutions  "are  ditlerent  from  all, 
which  have  preceded  ihom  ;  as  our  citizens  are  ditferent  from 
all,  wdio  have  lived  under  similar  govenmienls  ;  we  feel  an 
assurance,  that  the  result  of  our  political  experiment  will  also 
lDe  difi'erent.  If  we -are  deluded  in  these  hopes;  if  the  great 
body  of  the  tommunity  will  not  be  influenced  by  sucli  eviden*- 
ces,  on  this  momentous  subject,  as  govern  them  in  all  the  com- 
mon concerns  of  life  ;  if  it  be  their  inclination  to  be  deceived 
by  those,  wiio  covet  dominion  over  them  ;  the  patriotick  and 
the  virtuous  cannot  avert  their  destiny.  A  continued  exertiot\ 
for  the  publick  benetitis  nevertheless,  an  imperious  duty.  If 
it  should  be  without  avail,  consolation  will  be  derived  fiK)m  the 
reflection,  that  posterity  will  form  an  impartial  tribunal,  and 
from  the  records  of  history  will  pronounce  an  unerring  judg* 
mont  on  merit  and  demerit.  A  far  higher  consolation  may  ha 
derived  frOm  feeling  conscious  that  the  actions  of  men  are  t9 
be  scanned,  where -they  will  be  had  in  remembrance,  as  testi- 
monials of  title  to  unchangeable  approbation  or  reproach. 

We  are  deeply  impressed  with  the  inseparable  connexion 
of  free  governments  with  learning,  piety  and  virtue  ;  and 
shall  feel  it  an  indispensable  obligation  to  spare  no  exertions, 
individually  and  collectively,  which  may  tend  to  their  promo- 
tion. The  universky  is  especially  under  the  patronage  of  tho 
legislature  ;  and  we  entertain  an  expectation,  that  the  present 
ofificial  vacancy  will  be  so  filled,  as  to  increase  its  celebrity, 
and  give  occasion  for  the  exercise  of  illustrious^  virtue  and  tal- 
ents. 

We  doubt  not,  a  spirit  of  candor  will  govern  during  the 
session,  and  that  we  shall  feel  tiiut  our  mission  is  to  legislate, 
and  not  to  inflame  party  animosity. 

The  tenour  of  your  excellency's  life,  and  the  uniform  ex- 
ertions of  your  abilities,  while  you  have  sustained  a  political 
relation  to  this  people,  assure  us,  that  we  shall  have  your  con- 
currence in  every  measure,  which  will  be  conducive  to  the 
.publick  welfare. 

-N 
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BY    HIS    EXCELLENCY    CALEB    STRONG,     ESQUIRf^ 

Ouxeruour  of  the  Ccmmonvsiealth  of  Massachusetts. 
A  PROCLAMATION 

For  a  DAY  of  PUBLICK  FASTING  a,id  PRAYER. 


REV'ERLNCE  for  tho  Divine  Being,  who  extends  His 
care  over  all  His  works,  and  whose  regulations  are  calculated 
for  the  general  benefit  of  His  creatures,  though  they  continual- 
ly offend  Him  ;  and  a  consciousness,  that  we  are  inek^bted  to 
His  mercy  for  all  the  public  and  private  blessings  we  enjoy  ; 
should  dispose  us,  when  we  begin  the  employments  of  the  year, 
agreeably  to  the  practice  of  our  forefathers,  to  humble  our- 
selves before  Him,  as  a  people  ;  to  acknowledge  our  depen- 
dence ;  and  beseech  Him,  that  He  would  awaken  in  us  a  sense 
of  our  unworthiness,  and  the  guilt  we  have  contracted  ;  (hat 
by  humiliation  for  our  offences,  and  by  penitence  and  prayer, 
we  may  obtain,  through  the  merits  of  the  Mediator,  the  for- 
givene-         1  favour  of  Heaven. 

Th  4e,with  the  advice  and  consent  of  th-e  council,  I  ap- 
ipo\ntThuys(Iai;,{he  third  day  of.t//'?i/  next, to  be  observed  in  this 
State,asaday  of  public  fasting  and  prayer; — ^^and  ^he  difierent  re- 
ligious societies  are  requested  to  meet  to2;ether  for  public  worship 
on  that  day,  that  we  may  join  to  supplicate  for  the  peace  and 
prosperity  of  our  country  ;  and  to  commend  ourselves  to  the 
protection  of  that  Almis^hty  Being,  who  directs  the  conduct 
of  the  Universe,  and  gives  life  and  support  to  all  His  creatures  ; 
and  beseech  Him,  that  IW  would  forn;ive  our  sins,  and  be  mer- 
ciful to  us,  as  He  ever  has  been  to  those,  that  love  His  name  ; 
and  that,  in  answer  to  our  request, He  would  grant  us  whatever 
shall  be  subservient  to  our  private  happiness,  or  conducive  to 
the  public  good. 

That  He  would  prosper  the.  United  States,  and  pre^^erve 
them  from  external  enemies,  and  from  discord  and  division  a- 
mong  themselves  ;  that  the  citizens  may  duly  estimate  and 
cherish  the  rights  secured  to  them  by  their  Constitution,  an<] 
be  saved  from  the  baneful  influence  of  licentiousness  ;  and 
that  the  president  and  congress,  by  a  wise  and  faithful  per- 
formance of  their  respective  duties, may  advance  the  honor  and 
happiness  of  the  nation. 

That  the  people  of  this  Stjite  may  be  of  one  mind  and  live 
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m  pcare  ;  and  that  all  bitterness  and  wrath  and  clamour  may 
be  put  away  from  us,  with  al!  malice;  and  that  we  may  speak 
every  man  the  truth  to  his  neighbour.  'I'hat  a  conviction  of 
our  own  failings  may  teach  us  candour,  and  a  sense  of  our 
constant  dependence  on  the  Divine  bounty  incline  us  to  hab- 
iiaal  and  diO'usive  benevolence  to  our  fellow  creatures.  That 
the  gospel  may  be  attended  with  conxTncing  evidence  of  its  Di- 
vine authority,  and  with  efficacy  and  succel^s  in  reforming  the 
lives,  and  purifying  the  hearts  of  men.  And  that  He  would 
grant  us  the  influences  of  His  Spirit, to  assist  and  animate  us  in 
all  the  services,  and.  to  sup})ort  us  under  all  the  sutivriivgs  of 
life  ;  that,  in  every  period  of  trouble  and  danger,we  may  con- 
fide in  His  wisdom  and  goodness,  and  look  to  llim  for  our  de- 
fence and  safety. 

Thar,  in  the  course  of  this  year,  He  would  give  us  rain  in 
due  season,  and  abundantly  bless  our  pn^vision,  and  satisfy  the 
poor  with  bread.  That  He  would  continiu'.  to  us  the  enjoy- 
ment of  peace  and  health.  That  He  would  jirotect  our  com- 
merce, and  prosper  our  manufactures  and  fisheries  ;  and  that, 
by  His  blessing  on  the  instructions  and  government  of  our  col- 
leges and  schools^  the  minds  of  our  youth  may  be  enlightened 
and  cultivated,  and  formed  to  habits  cf  virtue,  industry  anj 
subordination. 

That  He  would  humble  the  pride  and  arrogance  of  those  en- 
emies of  mankind  who  delight  in  war,  and  who  sacrifice  the 
peace  of  nations  to  their  ambition.  I'hat  the  cause  of  truth 
and  righteousness  may  triumph  over  all  opposition,  and  be 
universally  established  in  thet^arth  j  and  that  the  christian 
church  may  be  purified  and  enlarged,  and  made  an  eternal  ex- 
cellency, a  joy  of  many  genemtions. 

And  the  people  of  this  State  are^'equested  to  abstain  from 
unneceasary  labour  and  recreation  on  said  day. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  liostoH,  this  seven- 
teenth day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six  ;.and  in  the 
thirtieth  year  of  the  independence  of  tlie  United 
States  of  America.  CALEB  STRONG. 

Bi/  his  Excellency's  commamly  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  Council. 

JOHN  AVCRY,  Sccrctarij. 
GOD  save  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
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SPEECH 

BELIVERED  JUNE  17,  1806- 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  tjie  House  of  Representatives, 

TliF- constitution  makes  it  necessary  for  the  legislative^ 
body  to  assemble  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  May,  that  the  two 
houses  may  judiie  of  the  election  of  their  own  meml)ers,  appoint 
their  officers,  and  detennifte  their  rules  of  proceeding  ;  and,  ill 
case  the  fuli  number  of  senators  is  not  elected  by  a  majority  of 
all  thevx>tes  returned,  to  supply  the  deficiency;  and  to  make 
choice  ot  a  council  to  advise  inthe  executive  part  of  govern- 
ment. Having  performed  these  several  duties,  you  will  pro- 
ceed to  make  and  establish  such  reasonable  laws,  as  you  shall 
judge  expedient  for  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  commonwealth, 
and  the  necessary  support  and  defence  of  the  government*. 
But  it  has  been  found  inconvenient  for  the  members  of  the 
general  court  to  be  long  employed  in  the  public  service  at  this 
season  of  the  year,  and  therefore  they  have  usually  postponed 
to  the  winter  session  such  business,  as  did  not  require  their 
immediate  notice. 

The  secretary  will  deliver  yoU  a  communication,  whick 
I  have  received  from  the  governour  of  ^laryland,  relativ^e  to 
an  amendment  of  the  federal  constitution;  and  also  a  letter 
from  William  Eaton,  esq.  expressing  his  acknowledgments  to 
the  legislature  of  this  State  for  the  testimonial,  which  they  pre- 
sented him  at  the  last  session,  of  their  approbation  of  his  ser- 
vices. 

He  will  also  deliver  (oyoua  letter  from  the  superintendent 
of^  the  State  prison,  representing  that  a  sea  wall  will  be  neces- 
,sary,  to  pi-event  the  earth,  which  is  taken  from  the  prison 
yards,  from  being  washed  away,  and  proposing  some  regula- 
tions for  the  security  of  the  prison,  which  cannot  be  adopted, 
without  the  sanction  of  legislative  authority. 

The  treasurer  has  transmitted  to  me  a  state  of  the  treasu- 
ry on  the-  first  day  of  this  month,  with  a  request  that  I-  woulcli 
communiiy?.te  the  san?.e  to  the  general  court. 
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PertTjit  me  also  to  recomnwrnd  to  your  consideration  the 
contents  of  a  letter  addressed  to  nie  by  Theopliiliis  l*arsons,esq. 
chiefjustice  of  the  supreme  judicial  court,  riJatiiig  to  the 
compensation  allcHved  to  the  justices  of  that  court,  and  partic- 
ularly to  the  grants  made  by  the  legislature  in  part  of  it,  which  " 
are  not  permanent. 

By  a  message  to  the  general  court  of  the  6'th  of  June.  1 804, 
they  were  informed,  that  I  should  readily  acquiesce  in  such 
resolution  for  disposing  of  the  province-house,  as  they  might 
think  proper  to  adopt.  But  1  have  not  heard  that  any  mea- 
sures were  afterwards  taken  by  the  two  bouses  on  that  subject, 
TBe  family,  who  have  lived  in  the  house,  for  several  years,  and 
whh  whom  I  resided,  when  lu  town,  have  left  it  since  the  last 
session,  and  it  remains  unoccupied. 

1  have  received  a  letter  from  Charles  Turner,  jun.  esq. 
who  was  appointed  by  the  agents  of  the  commonwealth,  and  of 
the  PlyiTTouth  company,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolve  of  the  27th 
of  last  February,  to  perform  the  duties,  which  had  been  as- 
signed toLathrop  Lewis,  esq,  by  a  resolve  of  the  I5th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1804,  stating,  that  in  March  last,  he  attempted  to  run  the 
boundary  line  of  the  Plymouth  company^s  land  on  the  river 
Kennebeck,  as  far  as  the  land  of  the  commonwealth  and  that  of 
the  Plymouth  company  joined  each  other,  and  that  he  met 
with  such  opposition  from  the  people  in  that  vicinity,  as  indu- 
ced him  to  desist,  before  the  business  was  accomplished. — This 
letter  will  ajso  belaid  before  you. 

The  treasurer  informs  me,  that  the  directors  of  several  of 
the  incorporated  banks  in  this  State  neglected  last  year  to  have 
the  weights  used  in  their  respective  banks  compared,  proved 
aud  sealed  by  the  Treasurer,  or  by  a  person  specially  author- 
ised by  him,  in  the  manner  required  by  the  additional  act  for 
the  due  regulation  of  weights  and  measures,  passed  on  tha  ()th 
of  March,  18()4'.  If  those  requisitions  are  unnecessarily  bur- 
densome, you  will  doubtless  amend  the  act  :  but,  if  they  are 
"useful  and  important,  you  will  probably  take  measures  for  car- 
rying it  into  full  execution. 

In  a  letter  directed  to  me    by  the  inspector   of  beef  and 

pork,  he  suggests, that  the  inspection  laws  of  this  State  are  very 

imperfect  ;  and  that  some  of  the  additional  acts,    v/hich    have 

been  made  to  regulate  the  system;  have  teudtjd  ratb«r    to   per- 

N.2 


150  , 

•-  •  •  • 
plex  and  embarrass,  than   to   improve  and    explain   it.     This- 
subject,  I  presume,  will  receive  from  you  that  degree  of  atten- 
tion, which  is  due  to  its  importance. 

In  free  States,  where  the  mind  is  neither  subdued  by  force 
nor  awed  by  terror,  even  the  appearance  of  unanimity  is  not 
to  be  expected.  But,  whatever  differences  of  opinion  may  pre- 
Tail  among  our  fellow-citizens,  we,  as  agents  of  the  common- 
wealth,have  one  and  the  same  interest  to  pursue,  and  are  bound 
by  the  most  solemn  obligation  to  pursue  it  invariably.  Our 
constituents  have  a  right  to  expect  our  warmest  zeal,  not  for 
the  success  of  a  party,  but  for  the  public  good.  You,  gentle- 
men, I  trust  will  have  this  object  constantly  in  view,  and  in- 
stead of  consulting  private  interest,  or  gratifying  partiality  or 
resentment,  will  be  ready  to  agree  in  ail  cases^  w  here  the  gene- 
ral welfare  of  the  State  is  concerned.  Sueh  an  example  in  the 
legislature  will  have  the  happiest  tendency  in  every  part  of 
the  commonwealth  to  abate  the  fervor  of  political  dissensions, 
and  prevent  or  repress  those  internal  feuds,  w^,!ch,  if  long  con- 
tinued, admit  of  no  reconciliation  ;  and  vi^hich  in  other  coun- 
ties have  proved  fatal  to  almost  every  free  government. 

CALEB  STRONG.. 


A.NSWER  OF  THE  SENATE.  ., 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

THE  senate  have  received  the  address,  which  your  ex- 
cellency has  been  pleased  to  make  to  both  branches  of  the  le- 
gislature, with  that  respect  and  consideration,  which  is  due  to, 
the  first  magistrate  of  a  free  people. 

Having  organized  the  government,  according  to  the  con- 
stitution, we  believe  it  will  not  be  expected  by  our  constituents 
that  we  should  continue  longer  in  session,  than  may  be  found 
necessary  to  complete  such  laws^  as  their  immediate  welfare. 
shall  require. 
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In  a.  State  like  our  own,  where  free  discussions  of  publick  . 
measures  are  cherished  by  the  constitution,  perfect    unanimity 
is  not  to  be  expected  ;  but,    if   such  discussions    have   at  any 
time  been  directed  by  party  zeal,  or  selfish  motives,    we    Nave 
the  satisfaction   to   believe,    that  even    these    have    tended  to  . 
prove  the  correctness  of  its  i»inciples. 

While  we  agree  with  your  excellency,  tliat  "  whatever 
differences  of  oj)inion  may  prevail  among  our  fellow-citizens,  , 
we,  as  agents  of  the  commonwealth,  have  one  and  the  same  in- 
terest to  pursue,"  we  cannot  for  a  moment  relinquish  the  fond 
hope  that  no  consideration  of  party  politicks  will  swerve  the 
legislature  of  INIassachusetts  from  that  path,  which  leads  to 
the  perpetuation  of  our  constitution  and  the  confidence  of  our  ■ 
fellow-citizens. 

The  several  subjects  mentioned  in  your  excellency's  com- 
munication shall  receive  our  particular  attention,  and  we  shall 
cheerfully  co-operate  in  affording  that  dispatch  to  the  business 
of  the  session,  which. the  publick  good  requires. 


ANSWER  OF  THE  HOUSE. 


Mmj  it  please  your  Excellency ^  . 

THE  house  of  representatives  have  received  with  plea- 
sure the  communications  of  your  excellency,  and  will  give 
them  a  prompt  and  deliberate  consideration.  The  present 
session  has  been  hitherto  chiefily  devoted  to  the  organization 
of  the  governmentj  and,  this  being  accomplished,  it  seems  in- 
expedient to  prolong  it, unless  the  pressure  of  publick  service  re- 
quires. In  the  exercise  of  the  coristitutional  power  of  the  two 
branches  of  the  legislature,  respecting  the  returns  and  election 
ofa  chief  magistrate, various  cfuestions  of  great  importance  have 
arisen,  and  occasioned  much  deliberation,  in  order  that  such  de- 
cisions might  be  made  to  comport  with  the  true  principles  of 
•ur  government,  and  the  permanent  interests  of  the  people. 

Diffeiences  of  political  opinion  unavoidably  flow  from  th* 
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free  exercise  of  the  understanding,  and  arc  intimately  connect- 
v^ith  the  nature  of  republican  institutions.  When  coniinect 
within  the  boundary  of  reason,  they  may  be  considered  as  salu- 
tary, by  awakening  a  spirit  of  inquiry ,and  diffusing  a  sentiment 
of  toleration.  But  the  interest  and  tranquillity  of  every  gov- 
ernment require,  on  the  part  of  the  people,  a  respectful  atten- 
tion to  the  constituted  authorities,  \vhich  shall  resist  the  im- 
putation of  improper  motives  of  conduct,  and  on  the  part  of 
those  authorities,  an  elevated  ambition  for  the  public ^oodj 
which  shall  bury  party  animosities  and  private  resentmentsi 
By  a  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  prescribed  by  the  consti- 
tution, by  an  endeavour  to  promote  harmony  in  the  moment 
of  political  dissensions,  and  by  a  sincere  determination  to  act 
for  the  public  welfare,  we  hope  to  merit  the  confidence,  and  to 
promote  the  felicity,  of  our  fellows  citizens-. 

Blest,  as  we  are,  with  a  constitution,  formed  upon  tlie 
principles  of  political  wisdom,  and  with  a  national  adminis- 
tration, whose  measures  are  directed  to  the  honour  and  pros- 
perity of  our  country,  we  caimot  fail  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of 
liberty,  if  we  are  not  insensible  of  our  duties,  or  careless  of 
our  privileges.  Removed  from  the  contentions  and  miseries  of^ 
foreign  nations,  may  we  support  the  dignity  of  freemen  by  a 
generous  confidence  in  our  rulers,  and  by  an  exalted  sense  of. 
national  character.   . 


KY  iirs  EXCELLENCY  CALEB  STRONG,  esquirs; 

Guver.-iour  and  Commander  in  Chief  in  and  oxer  the  CommonwtaltU 

of  Massachusetts. 

A  PROCLAMATION, 

Ton  A  DAY  OF  FUBLJCK  THANKSGIVING  AND  FRAIST, 

TO  impress  our  minds  with  veneration  for  theSupreme Being, 
find  awaken  them  to  pious  and  devotional  gratitude  for  the 
publick  blessings  we  enjoy  ;  it  becomes  us,  at  this  season  of  the 
year,  agreeably  to  the  practice  of  our  forefathers,  to  set  apart 
a  day  for  religious  and  social  worship  :  That  we  raay  join  to 
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f^ev  up  OUT  snxriffce  of  thanksgiving  to  the  Father  of  Mercies,, 
in  whom  we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being,  and  ascribe 
tlie  praise  of  all  our  peace  and  prosperity  to  His  care  and  fa- 
vour ;  and  beseech  llim,  that  He  v/ould  continue  to  us  his  gra- 
cious protection,  and  enable  us  to  yield  Him  that  faithful  and 
constant  obedience,  which  his  perfections  and  our  increasing 
obligations  to  him  concur  to  demand. 

Therefore,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  I 
appoint  Thursday^  the  twenty-seventh  ^?iy  oi  November  next,  to 
be  observed  in  this  State,  as  a  day  of  publick  thanksgiving  and 
praise  ;  and  the  ministers  and  people,  of  every  denomination  of 
christians,  are  requested  to  assemble  in  their  respective  places 
of  publick  worship  ;  that,  with  a  solemnity  suited  to  this  religi- 
ous and  joyful  festival,  we  may  unitedly  pour  out  the  devotfft 
emotions  of  our  hearts  in  gratitude  to  our  common  Benefactor^ 
for  all  the  bounties  of  Providence,  which  he  has  conferred  up- 
on us.  For  the  inestimable  blessings  of  civil  and  religious  lib- 
erty ;  for  the  maintenance  of  publick  peace  and  order,  and 
the  security  of  individual  rights  ;  for  His  blessings  on  the  la- 
bours of  the  husbandman  ;  that  the  fields  have  been  loaded 
with  plenty,  and  the  year  crowned  with  its  fruits  ;  for  the  suc- 
cess which  he  has  vouchsafed  to  our  trade,  manufactures  and 
fisheries  ;  and  that  notwithstanding  the  obstructions,  to  which 
commerce  is  exposed,  our  country  fl  .urishes  in  wealth  and  in- 
dustry ;  for  his  goodness  in  continuing  to  us  so  great  a  measure 
of  health,  and  j»rescrving  us  from  contagious  and  desolating 
sickness  ;  and,  above  all,  for  the  gospel  of  his  Son,  which  has 
clearly  manifested  the  purposes  of  his  mercy;  and  which,  while 
it  points  out  to  mankind  the  way  to  liappiness,  inspires  them 
with  the  most  benevolent  sentiments,  and  recommends  the  most 
amiable  qualities. 

And,  while  we  praise  him  for  past  benefits,  let  us  suppli-? 
cate  the  continuance  of  His  favour,  and  coinmit  all  our  con- 
cerns to  the  care  of  His  wise  and  gracious  Providence  ;  and  en- 
treat Him,  that  He  would  forgive  our  multiplied  oflences,  and 
incline  our  hearts  to  walk  in  His  v/ays,  and  to  keep  all  His 
statutes,  which  He  has  commanded  us.  That  by  His  grace  He 
would  subdue  the  pride  of  our  hearts,  and  banisb  every  impure 
and  malignant  affection  from  them  ;  and  that  we  may  serve 
him  with  fidelity  and  cheerfulness  in  the  abundance  of  the  good 
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things  he  has  given  us,  so  that  when  we  can  no  longer  be  fed 
with  the  gifts  of  His  providential  bounty,  we  may  be  filled  witb 
the  fruit  of  the  Tree  of  Life. 

That  our  national  and  St-ate  governments  maybe  under 
the  guidance  and  direction  of  His  Spirit,  and  be  led  into  sucli 
measures  as  shall  conduce  to  publit^  tranquillity  and  happir 
ness.  That  the  means  employed  for  the  moral  and  religious 
instruction  of  the  people,  and  for  the  education  of  youth, 
may  be  succeeded.  That  he  would  preserve  us  from  animosity 
and  disscntion  in  our  political  concerns,  and- from  a  censorious 
and  inroleraut  spirit,  under  the  pretence  of  zea4  for  that  reli- 
gion which  consists  in  love  to  God  and  charity  to  man. 

Thai  He  would  grant  peace  and  safety  to  the  nations  of 
Europe,  and  protect  the  helpless  and  weak  from,  the  insolence 
Knd  cruelty  of  unrestrained  power.  That  the  gospel  may. 
speedily  have  that  universal  triumph,  which  we  a,re  encouraged 
by  the  oracles  of  truth  to  expect  ;  and  that  all  nations  may 
tome  and  worship  before  Him,  who  only  is  holy. 

And  the  people  ot  this  State  are  requested  to  abstain  from^ 
such  labour  and  recreation,  as  are  inconsistent  with  the  religi- 
ous services  of  the  said  day. 

Given  at  the  Council-Chamber,  in  Boston,  this  twenty- 
second  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  and  in  the  thirty- 
first  year  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

CALEB  STRONG, 

Bi/  /lis  ExecUenn/s  command,  with  the ") 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Council.     3 

JONATHAN  L.  AUSTIN,  Secretari,^ 

Qnd  save  the  Common wealxh  of  Massachusetts.. 
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SPEECH 

DELIVERED  JANUARF  8,   1804. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives ^ 

THROUGH  the  favour  of  Providence,  we  are  again  as*- 
^sembled  to  perform  those  public  services,  to  which  we  hare 
bt^en  respectively  deputed  ;  and  we  owe  to  the  confidence 
which  our  constituents  have  reposed  in  us,  our  constant  endea- 
vours to  employ  the  authority,  with  which  we  are  entrusted,  in 
promoting  the  honour  and  safety  of  the  State, and  the  improve- 
ment and  happiness  of  our  fellow-citizens.  Permit  me,  gentle- 
men, to  assure  you,  that  no  care  shall  be  wanting  on  my  part, 
to  contribute,  as  far  as  possible,  to  the  attainment  of  these  es- 
sential objects. 

The  board  of  visitors  of  the  State  prison  have  lately  pub- 
lished an  account  of  that  institution,  containing  the  law  of  the 
State,  providing  for  the  regulation  of  the  prison  ;  the  rules  pre- 
scribed by  the  governour  and  council  for  its  superintendence 
-and  management,  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  given  them  by 
law  ;  the  orders  established  by  the  board  of  visitors,  for  the 
support  and  employment  of  the  prisoners  ^  and  a  general  view 
of  the  present  state  of  the  prison.  The  members  of  the  legis- 
lature will  be  furnished  with  copies  of  this  publication.  A  par- 
ticular statement  will  also  be  laid  before  the  general  court  of 
all  the  expenses  and  disbursements  attending  the  establishment, 
the  account  of  monies  received,  and  of  articles  manufactured 
and  sold  ;  and  the  amount  of  labour  and  expense  in  each  de- 
partment, with  the  quantity  and  value  of  stock,  tools  and  ma- 
terials on  hand.  From  these  documents  the  legislature  will 
be  fully  informed  of  the  manner,  in  which  the  at^airs  of  the 
prison  have  been  conducted,  and  will  be  able  to  point  out  any 
alterations,  which  may  have  a  tendency  to  promote  the  design 
of  the  institution. 

The  agents,  appointed  by  an  order  of  the  two  houses,  of 
the  20th  of  last  June,  to  settle  and  adjust  the  accounts  of  the 
late  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth,  and  to  transfer  the  book* 
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flnd  property  of  the  publick  in  that  office,  to  tlie  present  trea* 
surer,  have  accordingly  made  a  settlement ;  and,  in  compliancg 
\vith  the  order,  have  reported  a  statement  thereof  to  the  gover- 
Hour  and  council,  which  will  be  laid  before  you  by  the  secre- 
tary. 

He  will  also  delTver  you  the  annual  return,  from  the  ad- 
jutant-general, of  the  militia  of  tire  commonwealth  ;  and  the 
■quarter-master«.gcnerars  returns  of  the  ordnance  and  military 
stores  belonging  to  this  State. 

You  will  perceive,  by  the  treasurer's  account,  which  will 
be  laid  before  you  in  a  few  days,  that,  a  vigilant  and  frugal  ad- 
ministration of  the  publick  revenue  is  necessary,  to  .defray  the 
•expenses  of  the  commonwealth,  and  discharge  what  remains 
due  to  its  creditors.  Notwithstanding  the  frequent  reductions 
of  our  State  debt,  since  the  close  of  the  war,  in  ..which  it  was 
incurred,  it  still  amounts  to  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six  thru- 
sand  dollars  ;  the  interest  of  which  at  five  per  cent,  has,  for  a 
number  of  years,  been  regularly  paid.  I  think  you  will  en- 
deavour to  provide  for  the  principal,  as  soon  as  conveniently 
may  be  ;  and  that  you  will  be  solicitous  to  effect  this  object 
without  increasing  the  usual  publick  taxes.  The  same  ac- 
count from  the  treasury  will  exhibit  the  jdemands  in  favour  of 
the  commoriwealth,  and  the  other  means  we  possess  of  discharg- 
ing the  debt.  Unless  the  creditors  prefer  a  continuance  of  the 
loan,  at  the  rate  of  interest-,  to  which  they  are  now  entitled,  the 
policy  as  well  as  justice  of  delaying  to  make  payment,  when* 
•ever  it  is  in  our  power  to  do  it, may  be  doubted.  A  wise  gov- 
•ernment  will  always  consider  probity  and  good  faith  in  perform- 
ing their  engagements  as  the  most  valuable  treasure  they  pos- 
sess, and  the  most  certain  resource  in  all  the  exigencies,  to 
which  a  community  is  exposed. 

The  strength  of  a  republick  consists  in  the  mutual  depen^ 
dence  and  agreemenc  of  its  several  parts.  A  consciousness  of 
their  individual  wants  and  weakness  unites  the  mem  hers  among 
themselves,  in  the  bond  of  common  interest -•  and,  so  long,  as 
a  firm  and  sincere  regard  to  the  common  good  prevails,  it  ren- 
ders the  republick  invincible,  and  enables  it  to  maintain  it<« 
liberty  and  independence  against  all  its  enemies.  If  the  State, 
while  in  this  condition,  is  threatened  with  any  injury  from  a- 
broad,  the  private  quarrels  and  paity  disputes   of  citizens  are 
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suspended  by  tliejoveof  their  country  and  tlie  fear  of  common 
danger  ;  they  immediately  unite,  and  are  eager  to  ^perform  the 
duty  of  their  respective  functions. 

It  is  evident, therefore,  that  the  security  of  every  free  State 
depends  on  the  virtue  of  flie  individuals  who  compose  it  ;  and 
every  individual  is  concerned,  and  may  be  useful,  in  promot- 
ing the  general  safety.  Let  it  then,  gentlemen,  be  our  care  to 
do  all  that  is  incumbent  upon  us.  Let  us  attend  to  the  organ- 
ization and  discipline  of  the  militia,  so  far  as  these  duties  are 
assigned  to  the  several  States.  Let  us  guard  against  those  di- 
visions and  that  foreign  influence,  which  has  proved  fatal  to  all 
other  republicks.  Let  us  endeavour  to  unite  the  people  in 
friendship  and  mutual  confidence  ;  and  shew,  by  our  example, 
the  same  moderation  and  candour,  and  the  same  reverence  for 
the  laws,  which  we  expect  from  our  fellow-citizens  ;  and  let  us 
cheerfully  contribute  whatever  the  national  government  may 
think  necessary,  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce,  and  the 
complete  defence  of  our  territorial  rights. 

CALEB  STKONG. 


ANSWER  OF  THE  SENATE. 


May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

GOVERNMENT  being  instituted  for  the  common  goad; 
.or  the  protection,  safety,  prosperity  and  haj)piness  of  the  peo- 
ple, our  constituents  have  a  right  to  expect,  that  the  authority, 
with  which  they  have  entrusted  us,  should  be  employed  in  pro- 
moting these  efcsential  objects.  In  the  discharge  of  this  duty, 
the  senate  receive  v/iih  p'cuburc  your  excellency's  assurance  of 
co-operation  and  support. 

The  State  prisoii. being  an  institution  intimately  connected 
with  the  safety  and  happiness  of  the  people,  we  shall  promptly 
attend  to  such  proposed  alterations  as  ir.ay  tend  to  promote 
Jb  usefulness.  i; 

O  1,1     ■ 
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Strongly  impressed  with  the  importance  of  publi<k  credit, 
and  establishing  a  conridcnce  in  the. probity  and  good  faith  of 
the  ccmnnonwcalth,  «e  i^hall  |^.y  such  attention  to  its  fiscal 
concerns,  as  tliat  interesting  subject  will  at  all  times  require. 

The  strength  of  a  repubhck  consisting  in  the  mutual  de- 
pendence and  cigreement  ot.its  several  parts,  it  becomes  the  du- 
ty of  the  publick  functionaries  to  cherish  this  important  prin- 
ciple ;  and  permit  ps  to  assiire  your  excellency,  that  nothing 
shall  bewanting  on.  our  part  to  cultivate  harmony,  not  only 
between  the  several  departments  of  our  State  government,  but 
also  to  promote  it  in  all  our  relations  to  that  of  the  nation  and 
our  sister  States. 

The  United  States,  placed  at  a  great  distance  from  the 
powerful  nations  of  Europe,  have  wisely  resolved  to  take  no 
part  in  their  contentions;  and,  when  united  at  home,  can  have 
little. cause  to  fear  either  their  force  or  their  influence.  It  is, 
nevertheless,  the  pitrt  of  a  wise  government  to  guard  against 
them.  If,  however,  from  the  operation  of  the  one  or  the  oth- 
er, eur  rights,  commercial  or  territorial,  are  at  any  time  me- 
naced, the  general  confidence  uhich  is  placed  in  the  wisdom 
and  integrity  of  the  national  administration,  is  a  feafe  pledge 
of  that  hearty  assistance  i.nd  co-operation,  which  will  i^nsuje 
their  complete  protection  and  defence. 


ANSWER  OE  THE  HOUSE. 


Ma  J  it  phase  your  ExceHenci/, 

IN  convening  again  for  the  exercise  of  constitutional  func- 
tions, the  house  of  representatives  receive  with  satisfaction  the 
address  of  your  excellency,  and  congratulate  you  on  the  gene- 
ral health  and  prosperity.  Organized  by  the  publick  will,  and 
sustained  by  the  publick  confidence,  we  feel  the  deep  respon- 
sibility devolved  on  us,  and  proceed  in  oiir^iuties  with  mingled 
difiidence  and  zeal.  We  tru^t  \\ith  a  free  and  generous  people 
the  fair  interpretation  of  our  conduct,  and  are  encouraged  by 
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tiie  assurance,  that  the  executive  department  will  ro-operate 
in  measures  calculated  to  secure  the  dignity  and  iiap})incss  of" 
the  commonwealth. 

In  a-republican  government,  where  the  popular  opinion  is 
distinctly  lelt  in  every  (iepartment,.  vigour  and  prudence  in  the 
exercise  of  its  delegated  ]H)wers  can  never  be  cxpcctetl,  unless 
luiion  and  candour  prevail.  In  vain  shall  the  arm  of  power 
be  raised  to  crush  domestic  conspiracy,  or  vq\)v\  forei;;n  ag- 
gression, if  the  wisdom  of  the  council  be  not  seconded  by  the 
virtue  of  the  citizen.  A  zeal  in  defence  of  national  rights,  a 
reverence  for  civil  authorities,  and  an  honourable  obedience  to 
the  laws,  are  the  rudiments  of  real  patriotism,  llicy  alone 
can  insure  to  us,  at  home,  harmony  and  happiness  ;  and,  a^ 
broad,  respectability  aiid  confi<lence  ;  in  peace,  the  undi^stur- 
bed  possession  of  liberty,  reputationand  property  ;  and,  in  war^ 
the  successful  defence  of  our  families  and  our  altars.  With 
these  sentiments,  we  shall  devote  ourselves,  in  concurrence  with 
your  excellency,  to  the  promotion  of  all  measures,  necessary, 
in  aid  of  the  national  government,  to  protect  our  lawful  coni^ 
merce  and  territorial  rightsj 

The  various  subjects,  relative  to  the  State  prison,  the  pay- 
ment of  the  publick. debt;  and  the  organization  and  discijjline 
of  the  militia,  shall  receive  an  early  attention.  Their  intrinsic 
importance,  and 'the  recommendation  of  your  excellency  at  the 
present  moment,  entitle  them  to  the  deliberate  considerHtioa.of 
ihe  lesislature. 
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lY  III5  EXCELLENCY  CALEB  STRONG,  ESQUIRiv 

Goicniour  of  the  Commoniveakh  of  Massachusetts. 

A  PROCLAMATION 

Kcr  a  BAY  of  P U£ LICK- FASTI}: G  and  PRAYER,. 


AS  we  are  now  approaching  the  season,  in  which,  accord- 
liig  to  the  primitive  usage  in  this  State,  we  Itave  been  accus- 
lonied  to  set  apart  a  day  for  the  parpose  of  confessing  our  dis- 
obedience and  ingratitude  to  our  Almighty  benefactor  ;  of  in- 
treaiing  iiis  pardon  and  the  assistance  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  of  inw 
ploring  his  blessing  upon  us  in  the  course  of  the  eni.uing  year  • 
ihat  f:lc  would  grant  us  publick  and  personal  prosperity,  and 
supply  our  wants  with  a  com.petent  provision  of  the  necessaries 
and  comforts  of  life  ;  and  that  He  would  preserve  us  from  trou- 
bles or  give  us  patience  under  them,  and  advantage  from  them  : 

I  do,  therefore,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  coun- 
cil, appoint  Thxtrsdai/y  the  ninth  day  oi  April  next,  to  be  obser- 
ved in  this  State,  as  a  dny  of  publick  fasting  and  prayer  ;  and 
the  religious  societies  of  every,  denomination  are  requested  to 
meet  together  in  their  reiij)octive  places  of  worship  on  that  day  ; 
that  with  humility  and  repentance  we  mny  confess  our  numer- 
ous and  aggravated  transgressions  ;  and  refer  ourselves  and  all 
our  concerns  to  the  care  of  that  m^'rciful  and  gracious  Being, 
who  is  long-sufferinj  and  abundant  in  goodness  and  truth  ;  and 
who  was  the  guide  and  defence  of  our  forefathers,  and  has  of- 
ten delivered  us,  wjien  we  have  been  in  danger  ;  and  beseech 
llim  that,  in  our  solemn  worship.  He  would  teach  and  enable 
us  to  pray,  and  give  us  an  answer  of  peace  to  what  we  are  en- 
couraged to  ask  ;  and  that  our  supplications  may  be  animated 
with  he  united  ardour  of  devotion  and  patriotism. 

'i'hat  Me  would  prosper  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  per))etuate  the  bench  is  derived  to  them  from  their  consti- 
tution of  government  ;  and  that  the  president  and  congress 
may  be  directed  to  such  measure's  as  shall  most  effectually 
prenjote  our  national  security  and  happinoss.     'ihat  He  would 
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bl^ss  the  inhabitants  of  this  State,  and  choose  us  to  be  a  pccu- 
iiar  people  to  himself;  that  our  magistrates  may  be  just  men, 
and  support,  as  far  as  they  are  able,  the  authority  of  the  laws, 
and  the  influence  of  good  morals  and  virtuous  manners  ;  and 
that  all,  who  are  friends  to  the  religion  of  Christ,  may  be  uni- 
ted in  the  bonds  of  charity,  and  love  one  another,  as  he  has 
loved  them. 

That  He  would  bless  the  spnnging  of  the  earth,  and  cause 
it  to  yield  its  increase,  that  in  due  season  the  pastures  may  be 
clothed  with  flocks,  and  the  vallics  cuvered  over  with  com,  and 
that  we  may  long  continue  to  cultivate  the  land  without  fear, 
and  enjoy  abundant  and  uninterrupted  peaco-  ai»d  tranquillity. 
That  He  would  preserve  us  from  contagious  and  wasting  sick- 
ness ;  that  He  would  protect  oui-  comme^Tc  and  fisheries,  and 
prosper  all  the  work  of  our  hamls  ;  that  the  instructors  in  our 
colleges  and  schools  may  be  eminently  qualiiied  for  their  im- 
portant offices,  and  oui-  youth  be  diligent  and  virtuous,  and 
have  proper  sentiments  of  respect  for  those  to  whom  their  e- 
ducation  is  entrusted^  Tiiat  He  would  disappoint  the  devices 
of  ambitious  and  unprincipled  men,  who  have  no  sense  of  the 
calamities  of  others-,  and  acknowledge  no  other  rule  of  action 
but  their  own  interest,  and  that  all  nations  may  he  saved  from. 
the  convulsions  of  anarchy, -and  the- cruelties  of  despotism; 
that  He  would  remove  out  of  the  way  every  thing  th:it  oppo- 
ses the  Redeemer's  kingdom  and  interest,  and  that  all  the  chil- 
dren of  men  miiy  become  holiness  to  the  Lord,  and  the  wliole 
earth  be  filled  with  His  glory.  And  the  people  of  this  State 
are  requested  to  abstain  from  unnecessary  labour  on  the  said 
day. 

Given  at  the  council  chamber  in  Boston,  this  thir- 
teenth day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  ouf  Lord, 
one  thousand  evght  hundred  iind  seven,  and  in  the 
thirty-first  year  of  the  independence  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  ol'  America. 

CALCB  STllONG. 
B'j/  His  Eiccllcncjfs  command,  uith  ih?  7 
advice  and  consent  uf  Council.        3 

JONATHAN  L.  AUSTIN,  Secrdur, 

OOD  save  the  CommonMcalth  of  Massai^husctts,  • 
02 
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MESSAGE 

OF  JANUARY  8,  1807. 


Gentleyn en  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

A  BILL,  entitled  "  an  act  in  addition  to  the    general  act 
res^uUiting  elections,"  was  laid  before  me  on  the  hibtday  of  your 
former  session,  which  had  passed  both  houses  on  the  same  day, 
inaking  it  theduty  of  the  selectmen,  and   the  town    and  district 
clerks  in  the  several  towns  and  districts,  and  of  the  assessors  of 
plantations  which  are  entitled  by  the  constitution    to  the  privi- 
lege of  voting  for  governour  and  lieut.  governour,  and  for  sen- 
ators and  counsellor?,  to  make  an<l  seal  up  a  separate    list    of 
the  persons  voted  for  as  governour  an<l  lieut. gpvernour,  in  the 
several  towns,  districts   and  plantations,  and  transmit  the  same 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  constitution.  And  on  the  same 
day,  a  resolve  which  had  passed  both  houses  of  the    legislature 
was  laid  before  me,  which  referred  to  the  act  above  mentioned, 
and  in  which  the  right  of  the  inhabitants  of  plantations  to  vote 
lor  governour  and  lieut.  governour,  was  recognized.     As  I  had 
some  doubts  of  the  existence  of  this    right,    and  had   then   no 
leisure  to  examine  the  question,  I  ornitted  to  approve  both    the 
bill  and  resolve. 
'  i'        After  the  session  was  closed,  I  wrote  to  the  justices    of  the 
supreme  judicial  court, requesting  their  opinion  upon  this  ques- 
tion—  Whether  the  constitution  of  this   co^wion-uealth    authorizes 
the  inhabitatnvts  of  any  of  the    niuncovporated  plantations  in  the 
State  to  give  their  votesfor  governour  and  lieut.  governour  ? 

I  have  lately  received  an  avisvver  from  four  of  the  justices 
of  that  court  which  is  a  part  of  this  communication  and  serves 
to  confirm  the  doubts  above  mentioned. 

From  a  deliberate  consideration  of  this  subject  I  am  in- 
duced to  believe  that  the  inhabitants. of  unincorporated  plan- 
tations are  not  authorized  by  the  constitution  to  vote  for  gov- 
ernour and  lieut.  governour  I  am  therefore  under  the  necessity 
of  withholding  my  approbation  of  the  said  bill  and  resolve — 
and  I  now  return  them  to  the  house  of  representatives  in  which 
iH)tk  oriCTmateJ  for  recoDbideration.       CALEB  STKOisG. 
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Tlie  following  is  the  opinion  of  the  Judges  of  the  SupremeTu- 
Jicial  Court  rf erred  to  in  the  preceding  message  of  his  excellency  - 
the  Governoiir  : 

May  it  please  your  Excdlenci/f  . 

WE  have  received  your  letter  requesting  of  tlie  justices  of 
the  supreme  judicial  court,   agreeably  to  the  provision  of  the  • 
constitution,  their  opinion  on  the  following  question  : 

"  Whether  the  constitution  of  this  commonwealth  authorizes 
**  inhabitants  of  any  of  the  unicorporated  plantations  in  the  State 
•^  to  give  in  their  votes  for  governour  and  lieut.  goternour  f 

Jlaving  considered  that  question,  we  now  transmit  to  your 
excellency  the   best  opinion  we  have  been  able  to  form. 

The  constitution  of  the  commonwealth  is  an  original  com- 
pact, expressly,  solemnly,  and  mutually  made  between  the 
people  and  each  citizen.  On  this  compact  is  founded  not  only 
the  powers  and  duties  of  the  several  magistrates  and  offi- 
cers of  government,  as  the  sut^titutes.  and  agents  of  the 
people  ;  but  also  the  political  rights  and  privileges  of  each  cit- 
izen. Tlie  answer  to  that  question  must,  therefore,  solely  de- 
pend on  the  construction  of  the  constitution. 

As  to  the  description  of  the  qualified  voters  for   represen- 
tatives and  senators,  it  is  necessary  to    consider  those    parts    of 
tha  constitution  which  respect,  as  well  the  election  of  the   two 
branches  of  the  legislature,  asof  the  lirst  executive  magistrate. 
'  In  the  fourth  article  of  the  third  section  of  the  first  chap- 
ter, the  citizens  having  a  right  to  vote  in  the  choice  of  a  repre- 
sentative, are  very  accurately  described.     This  right  is   vested 
in  every  male  person — twenty  one  years   of  age — resident   in 
the  town  for  whose  representative  he  shall  vote  for  one  year  next 
preceding — and  possessing  the  estate  in  that  article  mentioned. 
The  qualifications  of  the  voters  for  senators  are    described 
in  the  second  article  of  the  second  section  of  the    same  chapter. 
In  the  fir«t  paragraph,  It  is  declared,  that  at  a  meeting   of   the 
inhabitants  of  each  town  in  the  commonwealth,  every  male  in- 
habitant of  the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  having  the  estate  there 
mentioned,  shall  have  a  right  to  give  in  his  vote  for  the  senator 
of  the  district  of  which  he  is   an  inhabitant.     By   the  second 
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T5aragrapb,  the  selectmen  of  the  several  towns  are  obliged  t6  > 
jireside  at  sucli  meetings,  and  to  receive  the  votes  of  all  the  inhab- 
itants of  such  town  present  and  qualified.  And  provision  is 
made  for  the  counting  of  the  votes  by  the  selectmen,  in  the 
presence  of  the  town  clerk  ;  for  recording  the  same  in  open 
town  meeting,  by  the  town  clerk,  in  the  presence  of  the  select- 
men— and  for  the  transmission  to  the  secretary's  office  «f  the 
lijit  of  votes,  by  the  delivery  to  the  sheriff,  by  the  town  clerk,  of 
a  copy  of  a  record  attested  by  him,  and  by  the  selectmen  sealed 
up  and  superscribed  to  the  secretary  ;  or  by  a  delivery  of  a 
copy  of  that  record  at  his  office. 

If  the  constitution  had  given  no  further  description  of  any 
otherpersons  whomight  vote  in  the  choice  of  either  representa- 
tives or  senators,  the  conclusion  is  manifest,  that  no  citizen 
unless  an  inhabitant  of  some  town,  could  be  deemed  a  legal 
voter. 

As  early  as  the  y^^ar  one  thousand  seven  huTid  red  and  six- 
ty one,  an  act  was  passed  providing  for  the   levying   and   col- 
lecting province  and  county  taxe^  on  plantations    notincorpo-  ■ 
rated  ;  and  for  this  purpose  obliging  the  inhabitants  of  planta-  - 
tions  thus  taxed,  to    choose    clerks,   assessors    and    collectors. 
This  act  was  in  force  when  the  constitution   was  formed  ;  -and  < 
a  practice  had  existed  of  levying  publick  taxes  on  certain  unin« 
corporated  plantations^ 

The  twenty  third  article  of  the  declaration  of  rights  had 
provided,  that  no  tax  oivght  to  be  levied,  under  any  pretext' 
whatever,  without  the  consent  of  the  people,  or  of  their  repre- 
sentatives in  the  legislature.  The  operation  of  this  article^ 
v/Guld  control,  not  only  the  method  then  existing  of  levying 
county  taxes,  by  rendering  the  consent  of  the  legislature  neces- 
sary to  the  assessment ;  but  would  also  exempt  from  the  pow- 
er of  taxation  by  the  general  court,  all  unincorporated  pla4ita- 
tions  unless  some  further  provision  should  be  made. 

It  was  therefore  thought  necessary,  either  to  provide  some 
representation  in  the  legislature  for  the  unincorporated  planta- 
tions on  whom  publick  taxes  had  been,  or  were  to  be  levied  ; 
or  to  abandon  the  usage  of  taxing  them.  To  give  them  rep- 
resentatives in  the  houiie  would  be    inconvcnieiil  if  practicable. 
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But  to  admit  them  to  a  representative  in  the  settate  was  a  pro- 
vision easy  to  make,  and  the  right  to  tax  them  weuld  remain. 
Oil  this  ground  the  third  paragraph  was  introduced  extending 
totw(>  classes  of  unincorporated  plaiitations.  One  class  com- 
prehends the  plantations,  who  were  assessed  to  the  support  of 
government  by  the  assessors  of  adjoining  towns.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  these  plantations  having  the  necessary  qualifications  of 
age  and  estate,  were  authorized  to  meet  and  vote  for  senators, 
with  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns,  by  whose  assessors  they  were 
assessed.  The  otiier  cla?s  comprehends  the  plantations  who 
were  empowered  to  assess  themselves.  The  inhabitantii  of  these 
plantations  duly  qualified  as  to  age  and  estate,  were  authorisecl 
to  meet  and  vote  for  senators  within  their  plantations.  And' 
for  the  ;Hirpose  of  receiving,  cormtinn;,  declaring  and  returning  >; 
the  votes,  their  assessors  were  substituted  in  the  places  both  of: 
the  selectmen  and  clerks  of  towns. 

No  provision  was  necessary  for  plantations  on   whose  in- 
habitants publick  taxes  were  not  levied. 

We  shall  now  advert   to  those   parts  of  thjB,  constitution, 
which  have  a  more  express  relation  to  the  proposed    question  ;.. 
and  they  are  contained  in  the  first  section  of  the  second  chap- 
ter. 

The  3d  article  declares,  that  those  persons  who  shall  be 
qualified  to  vote  for  senators  and  representatives  within  the  sev- 
eral towns,  shall,  at  a  meeting  to  be  called  for  tliat  purpose,, 
give  in  their  votes  for  a  governour,  to  the  selectmen,  who  shall 
preside  at  such  meetings  ;  and  the  town-clerk,in  the  presence, 
and  with  the  assistance  of  the  selectmen,  shall,  in  open  town 
meetings  sort  and  count  the  votes — form  a  list  of  the  persons 
voted  for,  with  the  number  of  votes  for  each  person,  against 
his  name — make  a  fair  record  of  tlie  same  in  the  town  books, 
and  a  publick  declaration  thereof  in  the  same  meeting; — and. 
shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  inhabitants,  seal  up  copies  of  the 
said  list,  and  transmit  the  same  to  the  sheriff — or  the  selectmen 
may  cauue  returns  of  the  same  to  be  made  to  the  office  of  the 
secretary. 

From  the  language  of  this  article,  it  very  deary  appears  to 
us,  that  no  person,  although  qualified  by  his  age  and  estate, can  . 
legally  vote  for  governour,unlcbS  he  be  an  inhabitant  of  some  towu^. 
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o^rof  some  corporation  having  all  the  powers,  privileges  and  itiL- 
munitiesof,  and  by  law  deemed  to  be  a  town,  so  far  as  may  re- 
late to  the  subject  of  this  article.  For  his  vote  must  be  given  at  a 
toion  meetings  (which,  from  the  force  of  the  term»  must.'be  an 
assembly  of  town-inhabitants)  tobecalled  for  that  purpose;  and. 
to  the  presiding  selectmen — and  thelistof  votes  must- be  recorded 
by  a  town-clerk,  in  the  town  books,  in  open  town  meeting — 
and  a  copy  of  it  sealed  np  in  the  presence  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  consequence,  therefore,  is  irresistible,  that  the  inha- 
bitants of  unincorporated  plantations,,  not  being  able  to  assem- 
ble-in town  meeting — bavins;  no  selectmen  topreside — nor  town 
clerk  to  form  a  list  of  votes — or  to  record  it  in  open  town  meet- 
ing— or  seal  up  a  copy  of  it,  in  the  presence  of  the  ii>habitants, 
are  not  included  in  the  description  of  the  persons  qualilied  to 
give  in  their  votes  for  a  governour. 

If  there  be  any  pai't  of  the  constiution  which  can  excite  a. 
colour  of  doubt  on  the  subject,it  must  be  the  section  describing 
thequalifications  of  voting  forsenators.  In  the  third  paragraph 
of  that  section,  the  inhabitants  of  certain  unincorporated  plan- 
tations are  admitted  to  the  privilege  of  a  representation  in  the 
senate;  and  the  reason .  for  that  admission  has  already  been 
mentioned.  To  extend  the  privilege  farther  is  without  the 
letter  of  the  constitution,  and  is  required,  neither  by  the  prin- 
ciples, nor  spirit  of  it,  which  does  not  consider  a  governour  asa 
representative  of  the  people  in  their  legislature.  If  the  conven- 
tion had  intended  to  vest  this  privilege  in  the  inhabitantsof  un- 
incorporated plantations  of  an}' description,  it  was  easy  to  ex- 
press that  intention,  and  to  provide  for  its  execution  ;  for  the 
manner  of  choosing,  senators  had  already  been  defined.  And 
in  the  electi(jn  of  the  first  executive  magistrate,  it  is  difficult  to 
a.s'^ign  a  good  reason,  wh}'  plantations,  taxed  for  the  support  of 
government,  should  be  distinguished  from  all  other  plantations, 
who  are  alike  interested  in  that  election. 

If  it  should  be  supposed,  that  this  mode  of  reasoning  will 
exclude  the  inhabitants  of  districts  from  voting  for  governour, 
because  they  have  not  the  corporate  names  of  towns,  it  may  be 
observed, that  the  argument  is  not  founded  merely  on  the  name 
of  the, corporation,  but  on  the  nature  and  extent  of  its  powers,, 
privileges  and  immunities,  and  on  the  description  of  the  officers 
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/Jtis,  by  law,  competent  to  elect.  It  was  formerly  the  usage  oi 
the  legislature,  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  particular  pla- 
ces, not  only  by  the  name  of  districts,  with  ail  the  powers, 
privileges  and  immunities  of  towns,  except  th€ right  of  choosing 
a  representative,  but  also  by  the  names  of  towns,  with  the  same 
powers,  privileges  and  immunities,  and  under  the  same  ex* 
ception.  From  the  terms  of  the  incorporation  therefore,  it  ap- 
pears that  districts  are  towns,  with  the  same  officers, but  without 
the  right  of  electing  a  representative,  and  because  the  late 
province  statute  of  1  Geo.  3,  c.  2,  on  this  principle,had  enacted 
that  districts  should  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  be  considered 
•as  towns,  the  privilege  and  duty  of  sending  a  Representative  ex- 
cepted, it  was  unnecessary  in  the  constitution,  to  distinguish 
districts  from  towns.  For  the  inhabitants  of  districts,  having 
all  the  powers,  privileges  and  immunities  of  towns,  and  being, 
by  law,  to  be  considered  as  towns,  to  all  incents  and  purposes, 
except  in  the  election  of  a  representative,;  whatever  privilege, 
not  within  that  exception,  is  vested  by  the  constitution  in  th« 
inhabitants  of  towns,  may  be  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants  of  dis- 
tricts. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  consider,  distinctly,  the  qualifica- 
tions of  the  votei-s  fw  a  lieutenant-goveinour;  for  by  the  se- 
cond section  of  the  second  chapter  of  the  constitution,  that 
officer  is  to  be  elected  by  the  same  persons  and  in  the  same 
manner,  as  is  prescribed  for  the  election  of  a  governour. 

Without  detaining  your  excellency  any  longer,  we  are  o- 
't)liged,  after  full  deliberations  to  certify  as  our  opinion— --TZ/fff 
the  constitntiu7i  of  this  co7n7nouv:eaHlL.dolh  not  authorize  the  in- 
habitants of  any  of  the  unincorporated  plantations  in  the  State  t9 
^ive  in  their  votes  for  governour  and  lieutenant-gcvernour. 

We  are  with,resi>ect  your  exccllcaKy's  humble  servants, 


fSignedJ 


Boston  J  Jan.  3dy  1807. 


TIIEOP.  PARSONS, 
SAMUEL  SEWALL, 
GEO.  THATCHER, 
ISAAC  PARKER, 
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lliEGISLATURE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS/ 
.  •  •§  • 

DISSENT 

i^fered  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Common-wealth  of 
Massachusetts,  Jan.  31,   ISOf. 


THE  constitution  being  alone  the  rule  whereby  the  legis- 
lature arc  authorized  to  assemble  and  enact  laws  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  citizens,  and  being  established  by  the  people,  as 
the  fundamental  law  of  the  land,  it  necessarily  results,  that  ail 
acts,  resolves  and  votes,  of  whatever  name  or  nature,  made  in 
derogation  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  same,  are  absolutely 
void,  and  have  no  binding  eft'ect  or  influence  whatever.  And 
the  constitution  having  explicitly  established,  that 

No  bill  or  resolve  of  the  senate  or  house  of  representatives 
shall  become  a  law,  and  have  force  as  such,  until  it  shall  have 
been  laid  before  the  governour  for  his  revisal  ;  and  if  he,  upon 
such  revision,  approve  thereof,  he  shall  signify  his  approbation 
by  signing  the  same  :  But  if  he  have  any  objection  ro  the  pas- 
sing of  such  bill  or  resolve,  he  shall  return  the  same,  togeti-ier 
with  his  objections  thereto  in  writing,  to  the  senate  or  house  of 
representatives,  in  which  soever  the  same  shall  have  originated, 
who  shall  enter  the  objections  sent  down  by  the  governour,  at 
large  on  their  records,  and  proceed  to  reconsider  the  said  bill 
or  resolve  :  But  if  after  such  re-consideration,  two  thirds  of 
the  said  senate  or  house  of  representatives  shall,  notwithstand- 
ing the  said  objections,  agree  to.pass  the  same,  it  shall,  togeth- 
er with  the  objections,  be  sent  to  the  other  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature, where  it  shall  also  be  reconsidered,  and  if  approved  by 
two  thirds  of  the  members  present,  it  shall  have  the  force  of  a 
law  :  But  in  all  such  cases,  the  votes  of  both  houses  shall  be 
determined  by  yeas  and  nays  ;  and  the  names  of  the  persons 
voting  for,  or  against,  the  said  bill  or  resolve,  shall  be  entered 
on  the  publick  records  of  the  commonwealth. 


Ami  in  order  to  prevent  unnecessary  delays,  if  any  bill  or 
resolve  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  governour  witliin  five  days 
after  it  shall  have  been  presented,  the  same  shall  have  the  force 
of  law. 

Which  five  days  must  necessarily  be  intended  five  days  in 
which  the  les;ii?lature  are  in  session  ;  for  othcrwi'^e  it  would  be 
Te(iuiring  an  impossibility  from  the  ifovernour  ;  that  he  should 
return  the  bill  or  resolve  to  the  house,  where  the  same  origina- 
ted, when  no  such  house  existed.  And  by  a  different  construction, 
Joiz.  that  \.\\e  Jive  days  must  be  intended  five  calendar  days, 
uhether  the  legislature  were  in  session  or  not,  the  constitutional 
check  could  not  only  be  defeated  by  an  immediate  adjourn- 
ment of  the  legislature  after  passing  a  bill  or  resolve  by  a  mere 
majorfty  f  but,  by  a  continuance  of  the  session  until  the  day 
preceding  the  last  Wednesday  of  JMay,  in  which  the  general 
court  must  absolutely  be  dissolved,  and  passing  any  bill  or  re- 
solve on  that  day,  the  governour  would  therereby  be  depiived 
of  the  time  allowed  for  revision,  and  the  constitution  in  this 
respect  be  altogether  rendered  inoperative,  by  the  doings  of  a 
mere  majority  of  the  two  houses  ;  and  the  will  of  tlie  people 
who  formed  the  constitution,  be  thus  deteated.  And  upon  the 
principle  contended  for  by  the  majority,one  house  alone  might 
defeat  the  governour  of  his  constitutional  right  of  revision  in 
this  manner,  viz.  if  a  bill  having  passed  both  houses  should  be 
sent  to  the  governour-;  who  should  deliberate  upon  lifour  days^ 
intending  to  return  it  on  the  fifth,  with  his  objections  to  the 
*'  h«iuse  where  it  originated,"  which  house  should  adjourn  on 
thi^  fourth,  for  two  days,  (as  by  the  constitution  each  house 
may,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  other)  ihe  bill  upon  this 
principle  would  become  a  law  without  the  signature  of  the  'go- 
vernour, or  having  been  passed  by  two  thirds  of  both  houses. 

From  these  considerations — from  the  estimation  we  have 
of  the  constitution,  as  being  the  most  essential  bond  of  secu- 
rity and  harrier  against  the  lawless  power  of  man,  and  from  the 
obligations  of  our  oaths,  whereby  it  becomes  a  sacred  duty  to 
guard  with  our  utmost  vigilance  and  power  against  its  in- 
fringement ;  and  of  our  indispensable  obligation  to  bear  testi- 
mony against  any  violation  thereof;  we  hereby  most  soJemnly 
give  our  dissent  and  protest  against  a  certain  resolve  or  vote  of 
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the  house  of  rep  resent  at  ires,  wVxch  passed  by  a  majority  thereof, 
on  the  2 1st.  of  January  instant,  in  the  following  words,  te- 
wit  : — 

*'  Whereas  it  is  provided  by  the  constitution  of  this  com- 
ijionwculih,  thatif  any  bill  or  resolve  which  shall  have  passed 
the  two  branches  of  the  legislature,  shall  not  be  returned  by 
the  governour  to  that  branch  in  which  it  originated,  within  iive 
days  after  it  shall  have  been  presented  to  him  for  revisal,  tlie 
same  shall  have  the  Jorce  of  a  law: 

"  Res-ot^d,  as  the  sense  of  this  house,  that  the  bill  intitled 
*•'  Ml  act  iii  addition,  to  the  sever/il  aefs  regulating  elections^  as 
likewise  a  resolve  for  carri/ing  iNfo  effect  tJie  provisions  of  the  a- 
foresaid  bill,"  not  having  been  returned  tothis  house  by  his  ex- 
cellency the  governour  within  tl>e  time  prescribed  by  the  con- 
stitution, is  not  regularly  betbrc  the  house  ;  and  that  no  fur- 
ther order  betaken  thereon." 

It, is  asserted  in  said  vote,  or  resolve,  that  the  bill  and  re- 
, solve  mentioned  therein  .were  "  not  returned  to  this  house  uithin 
the  time  prescribed,  bi/  the  constitution j'\\\hen  in  fact  the  bill^nd 
resolve  were  returned  to  this  house  within  that  time,  for  they 
were  both  parsed  by  the  two  houses,  and  pr<^cribed  to  his  ex- 
cellency, on  the  2-ith  day  of  June  last,  and  on  the  same  dd^  both 
houses,  pursuant  to  the  constitution,  were  adjourned  to  meet 
on  the  first  Wednesday  of  January  instant  ;  and  did  assemble 
and  meet  on  that  day  ;  and  on  the  next  day  his  excellency  re- 
turned the  bill  and  resolve  to  this  house,  with  his  objections 
^thereto,  pursuant  to  the  constitution. 

^[Thise  oljections  are  given  in  the  preceding  pages."] 

•Which  return  was  made  within  three  of  the  days  prescri- 
bed b^'  the  constitution,  being  the  first  thres  legislative  days, 
after  the  bill  and  resolve  v/ere  presented  to  his  excellency. 
This  only  rational  and  proper  construction  of  the  constitution, 
ought  to  be  considered  at  this  tim.e  as  settled  and  established 
beyond  all  controversy^  for  the  following  reason  ;  that  the  con- 
stitution having  provided,  that  "  Each  branch  of  the  legislature 
shall  have  authority  to  require  the  opinions  of  the  justices  of  the 
supreme  judicial  court,  upan  irportant  questions  of  larv,  and  upon 
jolcmi.  occasions  ;"  the  senate   of  this  commonwealth,   on  the 
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14th  of  February,  ITPI,  ^'^ith  a  suitable  decorum  anct  respect 
for  the  constitution,  and  for  the  Justices  of  this  high  and  im- 
portant tribunal  (which  is  established  by  the  people  in  like 
manner  as  possessing  equal  authority,  supremacy  and  power, 
in  their  proper  departments  as  essential  to  the  publick  peace, 
security  and  happiness  ;..and  which  must  necesjarily  decide,  in 
the  last  resort,  upon  all  constitutional  questions,  aHd  laws  mad« 
in  pursuance  of  the  constitution)  proposed  to  the  justices  of 
the  supreme  judicial  court,  certain  questions  relative  to  a  pro« 
per  construction  of  the  constitution  ;  and  received  the  answer 
from  said  Jubtices,  as  lollows  : — 

THE  justices  of  the  supreme  judicial  court  in  obedie'vc« 
to-your  honour's  orders -of  the  14th  of  February  last,  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  opinions  in  answer  to  your  honour's 
questions.- 

Ftrsc,  Whether  a  bill  or  resolve  having  passed  both  bran- 
ches of  the  legibluture,.and  beiivg  laid  before  ilie  governour  for 
his  approbation,  less  than  five  days  before  the  recess  of  the  ge- 
neral con rt,  next  preceding- the  last  Wediiesday  ol  ^lay,  and 
£v"e  days  before  the  period  when  the  constitution  requires  the 
general  court  shall  be  dissolved,  but  not  acted  upon  by  hinr^ 
has  by  the  constitution  the  force  of  law  ? 

If  by  recess  in  this  question  is  meant  a  recess  after  a  pro- 
rogation or  recess  after  an  adjournment,  where  there  is  no  sub- 
sequent meeting  of  the  same  general  court  on  that  adjourn- 
ment, we  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  said  bill  or  resolve  has  not 
the  force  of  law. 

Secondlj/y  Whether  a,  bill  or  resolve  having  passed  both 
branches  of  the  legislature,  and  being  laid  beh)re  the  gi)ver- 
nour  for  his  approbation,  less  than  five  days  before  any  recess 
of  the  general  court,  other  than  such  as  is  stated  in  the  preced- 
ing question,  and  not  acted  upon  by  him,  has  the  force  of  law  ? 

If  by  the  term  recess,  in  the  second,  is  intended  a  recess 
upon  an  adjournment,  and  such  bill  or  resolve  lays  more  than 
five  days  before  the  governour  for  his  approbation,  including 
tiie  days  of  the  courts'  sitting  befo'ie  the  adjournment,  and  so 
many  days  of  the  courts'  siuing  upon  the  adjournment,  as  will 
make  up  the  full  term  of  five  days  without  the  governour's  re- 
turning the  same,  with  his  rciisons  for  not  approving  it,  we  coii- 
acjve  such  bill  or  resolve  has   the  force   of  law  ;  fur  all  the 
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days  of  tlie  courts'  sitting  are  but  07i€  sessio?i  although  an  arl- 
journment  intervenes.  When  a  prorogation  takes  place  the 
session  is  ended,  and  a  bill  or  resolve  ajter  the  sesnion  is  eiidedy 
.  cannot  acquire  the  force  of  law.  All  which  is  humbly  sub- 
Riittcd.. 

NATHANIEL  PEASLEE  SARGEANT, 
FRANCIS  DANA, 
ROBERT  T.  PAINE,      ^ 
INCREASE  SUMNER, 
N.  CLSlilNG. 

Ildiiourahh  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  CGm?nonwe<iIth  c/ 

Ma.ssGchui^etts. 

Boston^  May  9,  Ijgi. 

Here  the  question  appears  to  have  been  deliberately  set- 
tled by  the  highest  authority,  that  the  Jive  dai/s  were  Jive  days 
when  the  legislature  should  he  in  session.  And  it  may  with  pro- 
priety be  observed,  that  this  transaction  was  at  a  time,  when 
no  political  dissention  or  party  animosity  existed  in  our  coun- 
try ;  but  the  minds  of  men  were  solely  directed  to  the  inquiry 
after  truth.  And  thq  character  of  those  who  gave  this  opinion, 
oughr  to  inspire  the  fullest  confidence — their  names  are  enti- 
tled to  veneration.  And  if  the  question  had  been  previously 
doubtful,  how  can  candour  and  honesty  sutler  it  any  longer  to 
remain  so  ?  The  original  of  this  opinion  w^s  in  the  course  of 
the  debate  upon  the  expediency  of  passing  the  resolve  or  vote, 
under  consideration,  produced  and  read  to  this  house  by  a 
member. 

The  opinion  thus  given  in  17 9^^  ^^'^^  ^t  that  time  appro- 
ved by  the  senate,  as  the  true  and  proper  construction  of  ih« 
.constitution  ;  and  we  conceive  from  a  due  respect  to  these 
high  authonties,  ought  not  again  to  be  drawn  in  question.  De- 
cent respect  for  the  people,  from  whom  all  power  emanates  ^a 
regard  to  publick  tranquillity,  and  a  desire  to  prevent  strife 
and  animosity,  we  humbly  conceive  ought  to  actuate  a  wise  le- 
gislature ;  and  a  constitutional  question  so  deliberately  settled, 
ought  never  to  be  made  the  subject  of  contention.  It  there- 
fore: became  thq  coi;stitutional  duty  of  the  house,   instead  of. 


ptissing  tlie  resolve  or  n)te,  to  huve  proccedcJ  as  the  constitu- 
tion directs  to  reconsider  the  said  bill  and  resoiv«'  ; — Aiul  not 
having  so  proceeded,  but  having  by  implication  in  tl.cir  vote  or 
resolve  s»aid,  that  the  bill  aijd'  resolve  have  the  force  of  law,  the 
same  will  prove  a  stumblinj:;  block  to  the  people  of  this  com- 
monwealth, and  serve  to  mislead,  and  occasion  mi; ch  confu- 
sion and  contention,  which,  especially  in  the  present  juncture, 
is  much  to  be  regretted. — The  constitutional  question  of  the 
bill  and  resolve  were  thus  evaded,  which  upon  every  valuable 
consideration,  ought  to  have  been  explicitly  decided. 

We  profess  to  have  a  respectful  regard  for  all  constitu- 
tional acts  and  laws  of  the  legislature  j  but  having  a  superior 
and  indispensable  obligation  upon  us — the  constitution,  and  th« 
oath  of  God  truly  to  execute  our  offices  as  members  of  this, 
house  conformably  thereto: — We  do  therefore  j^oicmnly  enter 
our  dissciit  and  protest  : — And  appealin.g  to  the  All-Searcher 
of  hearts  for  the  correctness  of  our  motives  :  -we  do  aver  that 
said  bill  and  resolve  ha\"e  not,  neither  can  have,  the  force  ot 
law  :  Because  that  not  oivly  the  princi})le  attempted,  as  set 
forth  in  his  excellence's  message,  is  in  itself  unwarranted  by  the 
constitution  ;  but  is  in  contravention  thereof;  and  even  if  th^? 
legislature  had  the  authority  to  enact  the  same,  it  has  not  been 
^Gue,  as  they  were  not  paired  pursuant  to  the  constitution. 

William  Phillips,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Jabez  Up- 
ham,  Jonathan  Osgood,  Daciel  Graves,  John  Callender,  Peter 
Bryant,  Nathaniel  Chandler,  Otis-  Little,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Isaac  Clark,  Ammi  R.  Mitchell,  FJiakim  Phelps,  lliciiard 
Saars,  Elcazer  Bradshaw,  Timothy  Page,  Moses  Wright,  Thad- 
deus  Clap,  Thomas  Davis,  William  Drury,  Nathajiiel  Fair- 
banks, Timothy  Packard,  ApoUos  Tobey,  Samuel  jMoody, 
'J'homas  Perley,  Benjamin  Adams,  jun.  John  Sewal),  James 
Keyes,  William  Gregg,  James  Rogers,  Eljhu  M.iyt,  Joshua 
Green,  Samuel  Porter,  Ebenezer  Rice,  Jonas  Kendall,  Adam 
Packard,  Josiah  Stone,  Charles  Davis,  Abijah  Powers,  James 
Ilinnphreys,  Vv'illiam  Whitney,  Iknjamin  Parsons,  William 
Sullivan,  Benjamin  Whitman,  Ethan  Ely,  John  Wilson,  Jacob 
Bliss,  Samuel  Redington,  William  Dodds,  Oliver  Piimton, 
Aaron  .^larsh,  Jame?  IjDngley,  Stephen  P.  Gardner,  David 
P2 
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Payson,  Jonatlian  Gage,  Andrew  Frothingham,  John  Pearson, 
"Nathaniel  Hammond,  Daniel  Stickney,  Ebenezer  Sleeker,  . 
Edward  Little,  Nathaniel  Wade,  Benjamin  Hasey,  Josiah. 
Little,  Alden  Spooner,  Luther  Fa-rrar,  Ithamar  Ward,  Ed- 
Arard  Tuckerman,  Barnabas  Maynard,  Ephraim  Spooner, 
Matthew  Cobb,  William  Brown,  William  Jenks,  Jonas  Whit- 
ney, Isaac  Gregory,  David  Smith,  Abner  Brown,  Thomas 
Daiit'orth^  Stephen Codman,  Nathaniel  Hall,  Levi  Stearns,  John 
Bannister,  limothy  Jackson,  Cyrus  Stowell,  Zenas  Wheeler, 
Jared  Bradley,  James  Woods,  David  Boies,  Br3'Ce  M'Lellan, 
John  Slack,  Stephen  Howard,  William  Bowdoin,  Redford  Web- 
ster, Thomas  W.  Sumner,  Benjamin  During,  Enoch  Sawyer^ 
Timoihy  Bigelow,  Jamys  Lloyd,  jun.  John  T.  Apthorp,  Benja- 
min Russell,  M&xk  Fitz,  Jonathan  Wilder,  John  Stone,  Enos 
Pomroy,  Ephraim  Williams,  Joseph  Locke,  Benjamin  Beale, 
Seth  Spooner,  Stephen  Pyncheon,  Thomas  Earned,  Joseph 
Thomas,  Israel  Allen,  Isiiac  Abercrombie,  Samuel  F.  Dicken- 
son, W^illiam  Smith,  Benjamin  Goddard,  Thomas  Lothrop, 
David  Wainwright,  Silas  Kellogg,  Thomas  K.  Jonfs,  Jonathan 
Hunnewell,  F.  Wright,  Thomas  Perkins,  John  Welles,  John 
Winslow,  Samuel  Parkman,  Daniel  Sargent, 
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DISSENT, 

Offered  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Comma imealth  of 
Massachusetts,  Feb,  ^7,  1807. 


A  RESOLVE  having  been  passed  by  this  honourable 
house  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  Loring^  jun.  accompanied  by 
the  reasons  whereon  the  same  is  founded,  and  which  resolve 
and  reasons  were  in  the  following  words  : — 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

THE  committee  of  both  houses  appointed  to  consider  the 
the  petition  of  Joseph  Loring,  jun.  having  attended  that  ser- 
vice, beg  leave  to  report  : — 

That  the  said  Loring  states  several  artrcles  of  complaint — - 

1st.  An  order  of  the  comraauder  in  chief  dated  June  20thf 
1805,  whereby  he  has  been  degraded  in  his  rank, 

2d.  That  he  has  been  tried  for  mutiny,  a  crime  not  known 
in  the  militia  laxv,  and  although  honorably  acquitted,  has  been  a 
long  time  held  in  arrest. 

3cl, — That  he  and  his  company  have  been  transferred  c- 
gainst  their  consent,  and  that  their  rights  of  election  have  been 
violated, 

4th. — That  he  has  been  a  second  time  arrested  and  tried> 
and  has  been  sentenced  to  be  removed,  and  disqualified  fron* 
military  office  for  three  years,  by  a  court  martial  not  regularly 
detailed,  and  by  this  means  deprived  of  a  fair  and  impartial 
trial. 

These  several  articles  of  complaint  appear  to  be  well  sup- 
ported, but  the  order  mentioned  in  the  first  article  having  occa- 
sioned the  whole  difficulty,  has  more  particularly  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  committee. 

In  pursuance  of  general  orders  of  July  7th,  1803, a  volun- 
teer company  of  infantry  was  raised  at  large  in  the  town  of 
Boston,  and  the  said  Loring  received  a  commission  as  captain 
U  said  company,  dated  August   15th;  1803;  by  virtue  of  their 
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eTeclIon  :-i=-Prior  to  this  time,  viz.  on  the  6th  Aj>ril,  18CT3,^ 
Charles  Davis  received  a  commission  as  captain  of  one  of  llie 
ward  companies  of  militia^  and  afterwards  relinquished  his  said 
commission,  and  received  another  commission  as  captain  of  the 
Boston  light  infantry  company,  dated  June  7th,  1804^  by  vir-^ 
tue  of  their  election.  In  consequence  of  his  a<:ceptance  of  this 
last  commission  he  was.  placed  on  duty  in  a  situation  below  said 
captain  Loring  ;  but  said  captain  Davis  still  asserting  his  rank, 
the  commander  in  chief,  with  the  advice  of  council,  issued  the 
said  order  of  the  20th  June,  in  the*'wor<is  and  figures  follow- 
ing : 

Cbmmontcealth  of  Massachusetts, 
•  •  •  • 
^^  General  Orders. — Head-Quarters,  June  20th,  1805,- 
**  THE  commander  in  chief  being  authorized  to  complete 
the  organization  of  the  legionary  brigade  in  Boston,  in  the  first 
division  of  the  militia,  orders.  That  the  sub-legion  of  light  in- 
fantry hereafter  consist  of  the  aftermentioned  light  companies 
raised  at  large  in  Boston,  viz  :  The  company  commanded  by 
captain  John  Brazer  ;  the  company  commanded  by  captain 
Charles  Davis;  the  company  commanded  by  captain  Daniel 
Messinger  ;  and  the  company  commanded  by  captain  Joseph 
Loring,  jun.  The  said  captain  Davis  to  receive. a  nrw  com- 
mission as  captain  of  light  infantry,  and  to  take  rank  from  the 
date  of  his  former  commission  as  captain  in  the  legionary  in- 
fantry; — captain  Messinger  wiU  also  receive  a  new  commis- 
sion as  captain  of  light  infantry,  and  to  take  rank  from  the 
date  of  his  commission  in  the  legionary  infantry  ; — and  cap- 
tain Loring  will  also  receive  a  new  commisson  as  caj)tain  of 
light  infantry, and  to  take  rank  frrm  the  date  of  his  present  com- 
mission ;  and  the  major  general  will  issue  his  orders  agreeably 
to  law  for  the  election  of  a  major  to  command  said  sub  legion 
©f  light  infantry. 

**  By  order  of  the  commander  in  chief. 

"  William  Donnison,  Adj.  Gen."  " 

This  order  involves  severaL  important  principles.  It  in- 
Tolves  the  right  of  transferring  officers  from  one  company  to  a^ 
jiother ;  of  giving  them  rank,  irot  "derived froni  the  date-of, their 
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commissions,  nor  from  the  election  of  tlie  companies  whom  they 
may  command — and  also  the  right  of  a  commander  in  chief,. 
to  lake  away  the  commissions  of  officers  without  their  consent^ 
and  in  a  manner  not  heretofore  known — 

These  several  positions,  although  they  may,  in  spme  de- 
gree, be  applicable  to  an  army  where  the  right  ot'  election  does- 
not  exist,  appear  to  your  committee  wholly  inadmissible  under 
the  existing  militia  system  of  the  United  States,  because  this 
system  confirms  the  right  of  election  in  the  militia  of  this  State, 
as  guaranteed  by  the  constitution  thereof,  cha[)ter  21st,  section 
1st,  article  lOth. — "The  captains  and  subalterns  ot  the  militia 
shall  be  elected  by  the  written  votes  of  the  train  band  and  a- 
Jarm  list  of  the  respective  companies,  and  such  officers,  so  e- 
lected,  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  governour,  who  shall  de- 
termine their  rank  f  and  because  our  constitution  says,  *'  And 
no  officer  duly  commissioned  to  command  in  the  militia  shall 
be  removed  from  his  office  but  by  the  address  of  both  houses  to 
the  governour,  or  by  fair  trial  by  court  martial,  pursuant  to 
the  laws  of  the  commonwealth  for  the  time  being." 

It  may  perhaps  appear  superfluous  for  us  to  remark,  that 
the  constitution  of  the  United  Srtates,  and  all  laws  made  in- 
pursuance  thereof,  are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  any  thing 
in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  any  State  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding ;  or  that  the  power  of  organizing,  arming  and  dis- 
ciplining^ the  militia  is  vested  in  congress. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  have  enacted,  that 
all  officers  in  the  militia  shall  take  rank  from  the  date  of  their 
respective  commissions,  excqit  where  several  commissions  are-, 
of  equal  date,  in  which  case  they  shall  be  determined  by  lot. 
If  any  discretion  has  ever  been  denied  to  the  commander  in 
chief  to  determi-no  rank  in  a  case  like  the  present,  it  is  wholly, 
extinct  under  the  existing  militia  law  of  the  United  States. — 
This  law  is  clear  and  explicit,  and  every  person  legally  elected 
an  officer  in  the  militia  has  a  right  to  his  commission  by  virtue 
of  such  election,  and  to  his  rank  according  to  the  date  «f  his 
commission,  and  not  according  to  the  date  ot  any  commission, 
he  may  once  have  held. 

p'rom  a  full  view  of  the  case  your  committee  are  of  opin- 
ion, that  the  before    recited   order  of  the  'iOth  June,  1805,  is 
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nt)t  warranted  by  the  constitution    of  the  United  States,   or  of?-- 
this  commonwealth,    or  any  laws  made  in  pursuance   thereof  ;- 
and  that  the  said  Joseph  Luring,  jun.  is  entitled  to  redress  as  far 
as  may  be  in  the  power  of  the  legislature. 

\Ve   therefore  offer   the    following  resolve  which  is  suh- 
mixted.  *ELIJAH  BRIGHAM,  Per.  Order. 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts; 

WHEREAS  it  appears  that  Joseph  Loring,  jun.  a  cap- 
tain in  the  militia  of  the  town  of  Boston,  has  been  tried  by  a 
court-martial,  and  sentenced  to  be  removed  from  his  said  of*- 
lice,  and  to  be  disqualiiied  from  holding  any  office  in  the  mi- 
litia for  the  term  of  tiiree  years  ;  and  whereas  it  appears,  that 
some  of  the  proceedings  relative  to  said  court-martial  were  ir- 
regular, and  operated  to  the  injury  of  the  said  captain  Loring, 
who  on  that  account  has  petitioned  this  cour^  for  redpess. — ' 
Therefore,  Resolved,  that  so  much  of  the  sentence  of  the  said 
court-martial,  as  relates  to  the  disqualification  of  the  said  Jo- 
sef)h  Loring,  jun.  to  hold  any  office  in  the  militia  for  the  term 
of  three  years,  be  and  the  same  hereby  is  wholly  reversed  and 
remitted  ;  provided,  however,  that  this  resolve  shall  not  be  con- 
strued to  imply  tlve  assent  of  this  court  to  the  legality  of  the 
proceedings  of  said  court-martial  ;  and  provided  also,  that  it 
shall  not  be  so  construeri,  as  to  impede  the  said  Loring  in  pur- 
suing any  legal  measures  for  the  farther  redress  of  the  wrong.? 
of  which  he  complains. 

In  Senate,  Feb.  '20,.1S07 — Read  and  posseil — sent  down 
for  concurrence. 

JOHN  BACON,  Pres't. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives — Read  and  concurred. 
PEREZ  MORTON,  Speaker. 

'  *  Ru  the  etiquette  of  the-  senate  the  senior  senator  is   ai- 
rways chairman  oj  Joint'  committees. — The   committee  which  re', 
ported   the  abore  consisted  of  the  honourable  Mr.   Brigham   ami. 
mil  of  the  5A'?^rv;  and  Messrs.  Jackson j  Kinsley  and  Moody  of 
the   house.     Messrs.  Brigham  and  Jackson  were   opposed  to  the  • 
report f  though  the  former,  as  chairnuin  signed  it.  . 
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AVE  ask  leave  to  express  OUR  DISSENT  thereCrora,  and 
to  be  allowed  to  enter  OUR  PROTEST. 

We  entertain  the    most   respectful  regard,  and  sobmissive 
obedience,    to   the  lawful    and    constitutional  proceedings   of 
this  honourable  hoube  ;    but   feeling   an    absolute    conviction, 
that  in  the  acceptance  of  said  report,  and  irr  the  passing  of  sakl 
resolve,  the  House  have  exercised  power  exclusively  appertain- 
ing to  the  executive  department  of  the  government  ; — that  they 
-have  exercised  judicial  power,    which    they  are   expressly  for- 
bidden to  do,    by   the   thirtieth  article    in  the   declaration    of 
rights  ; — that  the   said    report   and  resolve    not  only  affect  the 
-character  of  individuals,  contrary  to  a  rule  of  tWs    house,  and 
■contrary  to  constitutional  provisions,  but  are  net  founded    in  a 
l^nowledge  of  the  facts  to  which    they  relate  ;^and  that  they 
must   tend  to  unsettle   and   rend-er  disputable  the  regulations, 
which    have    liitherto   happily    governed   tlye    militia    of    this 
State; — and  also  feeling  a   conviction  that    republican  govern- 
ments njust  depend,for  their  military  force,  in  the  soldierly  spi- 
rit of  their  citizens  : — We  deem  it  our  solemn  duty,  as  well  as 
to  our  constituents   as  to  ourselves,  to    otl'er  our  dissent  to  said 
resolve,  and  to  the  statement  wbereon  it  is  founded  ; — We  dis- 
sent from  the  declaration  contained   in  said  statement   and   a- 
dopted  by  the  House,  viz.   That  the  before  recited  order  of.the 
20th  June,  1803,    is  not  warranted  by  the  constitution  of   th« 
United  States, or  of  this  commonwealtli^or  any  laws  made  in  pur- 
suance thereof  :   And  we  do  protest  against  the  said  declaration 
for  these  reasons  ;  That  by  the  7th  article,  sec.  1,  chap.  2d,  of 
the  constitution  of  this  State,  The  governour  is  intrusted  with 
all  the  powers   incident  to  the    offices    of  captain  general,  and 
commander  ill  chief,  to  be  exercised  agreeably  to  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  land  ; — and 
by  the  lOlh  article  of  the ^ame  section,    ofhcers   shall  be   cora- 
missi'jned  by  the  governour,  who  shall  determine  their  rank  ; — 
That  by  the  constitution   of  the   United  States,   congress  have 
power  to  provide  lor  organizing,  arming,    and    diciplining  the 
.militia,  and  for  governing  such  part  of  thejn  as  may  be  employ- 
ed in  the  service  of  the  United  States,    reserving  to   the  States 
respectively,  the  appointment  of  the  officers^  and  the  authority 
of  training  :he  militia  : — That  by  the  reservation  to    the  Stales 
<»f  the  appointment  of  ofiicers,  and  the  wecessarily  implied  re- 
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servation  of  the  government  of  the  militia,  when  not  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  the  provisions  of  our  state  constitu- 
tion are  recognized,  and  the  powers  and  authority  vested  there- 
by in  the  governour  continue  to  be  vested  in  him,  and  remain 
unimpaired  ;  and  all  the  laws  made  in  conformity  to  the  State 
-constitution,  are  binding  and  obligatory^ — That  on  the  twen- 
ty-ninth day  of  June,1798,  a  resolve  was  passed  by  the  legisla- 
ture of  this  State,  whereby  the  governour  was  authorized  to 
lorm  the  militia  in  the  towns  of  Boston  and  Chelsea  into  a  legion- 
ary brigade,in  such  manner  as  he  should  judge  most  expedient. 
That  on  the  14th  of  March,  1805,  his  excellency  laid  be- 
fore the  council  representations  from  the  adjutant  general  and 
major  general  Elliot,  relative  to  the  rank  of  certain  officers  of 
light  infantry  companies.  The  council  advised,  as  their  opin- 
ion, that  an  officer,  transferred  from  one  corps  to  another,  in 
the  same  rank,  should  retain  the  seniority  of  rank  which  he 
held  prior  to  the  transfer  : — That  on  the  14th  June,  1805,  the 
committee  of  council,  to  whom  was  referred  the  communica- 
tions of  major  general  Elliot  and  the  adjutant  geiTeral,  on  the 
subject  of  organizing  the  sublegion  of  light  infantry  of  the  le- 
gionary brigade  of  the  town  of  Boston,  reported,  as  their  opin- 
ion, that  his  excellency  should  direct  the  adjutant  general  to 
issue  the  order  which  was  issued  on  the  20th  day  of  said 
moHth  of  June,  and  which  is  mentioned  and  set  forth  in  the  said 
report  to  this  honourable  house.  By  this  order  it  is  apparent, 
that  no  injury  was  done  to  cither  of  said  officers,  and  that  said 
order  was  conformable  to  the  uniform  practice  since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  present  constitution  ;  and  by  this  arrangement  they 
held  the  same  relative  rank  to  each  other  which  they  did  hold 
previously  to  the  organization  of  the  said  sublegion  of  light  in- 
fantry. He  who  was  the  oldest  captain,  continued  to  be  the 
oldest,  and  he  who  was  the  youngest  continued  to  be  the 
youngest  : — That  the  governour,  in  order  to  organize  the  said 
sublegion  of  light  infantry,  issued  the  said  order  of  the  20th 
of  June,  and  thereby  settled  the  rank  of  those  who  were  to  have 
command  therein  ; — that  the  said  Messinger,  and  said  Davis, 
neither  of  whom  had  ever  resigned,  or  relinquished  the  cap- 
tain's commission  by  them  respectively  held  in  the  legionary 
infantry,  were  ordered  to  take  rank  from  the  dates  of  those 
commissions ;    and    the  said  Loring  was   ordered  to  take  rank 


in 
*  *  *  * 

"from  1;he  date  of  his   commission  in  said  infantry,    and  -which 
vas  the  first  commission  which  he  had  ever  held. 

That  by  the  29th  sec.  of  the  militia  law,  passed  June  22d. 
J793,  all  officers  are  to  take  rank  according  to  the  dates  of 
their  commissions,  and  that  when  two  of  the  same  grade  bear 
equal  date,  and  former  pretensnons  of  some  commission  do  not 
decide,  their  rank  shall  be  determined  by  lot: — That  it  has 
been  the  constant  usage  and  practice  of  the  successive  govern- 
©urs  of  this  commonwealth  to  issue  commissions  to  officers  in 
the  militia,  containing  retrospective  clauses,  and  authorizing 
such  officers  to  take  rank  from  periods  preceding  the  dates  of 
their  respective  commissions,  whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  th« 
governour,  for  the  time  Ix^ing,  any  officer  might  be  so  entitled  ; 
and  that  this  fact  of  usage  is  certified  by  the  adjutant-general, 
whose  certificate  to  that  point  was  produced  and  read  by  a, 
inember  in  the  debate  :-— That  nothing  can  be  opposed  to  this 
weight  of  authority,  and  uniform  })ractice,  excepting  the  Stli 
sec.  of  the  law  of  congress  passed  the  8th  of  May,  179-)  'and 
before  referred  to — that  all  commissioned  officers  shall  take 
rank  according  to  the  date  of  their  commissions.  The  con>- 
struction  of  this  section  as  contained  in  the  report,  is  perfectly 
'new,  and  cannot  be  carried  into  practice. — The  said  petition 
must  mean  that  officers  shall  take  rank,  not  merely  by  the  na- 
ked date  of  the  commission  in  virtue  of  which  they  command, 
but  according  to  the  whole  tenor  of  tiieir  commissions;  and 
that  the  v; Old  date,  as  applied  to  commissions,  is  a  technical 
expression, and  understood  among  military  men  to  relate  to  such 
tenor  ;  and  if  this  latter  construction  b^'  not  true,  the  .section -is 
not  conformable  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States^  nor  of 
this  State,  and  hath  no  binding  force. 

That  rank  never  has  been,  and  ought  not  to  be,  determined  ex- 
clusively  by  the  date  of  commissions,  because  it  would  have  a 
powerlul  and  injurious  effect  on  the  right  of  election,  and 
would  leave  the  rank  of  oflficcrs  dependent  on  accident.  It 
would  follow  that  an  officer,  who  may  have  lost  his  commis- 
sion, even  on  the  field  of  battle,,  and  in  the  service  of  his  coun- 
try, must  receive  a  new  commission,  by  the  mere  date  of 
which,  he  must  give  rank  to  men,  whom  he  may  have  com- 
manded for  years,  and  who  may  be  his  inferiours  in  age,  in 
talents,  and  in  service. 

Q 
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For  these  reasons  we  do  conceive  and  declare,  that  the 
order  ol"  the  20th  June,  1805,  was  lawfull}'  and  properly  issu- 
ed, conformably  to  the  usage  in  this  commonwealth,  and 
ought  to  have  been  obeyed  by  the  said  Joseph  Loring,  jun. 

But  we  do  furtherdeclare,that  whether  the  said  order  was  or 
was  not  legally  and  properly  issued,is  aquestion  which  this  hon- 
ourable house  have  no  power  to  decide,  and  concerning  which 
it  cannot  pass  any  constitutional  act  or  resolve  whatsoever, 
inasmuch  as  the  same  is  exclusively  within  the  department  of 
the  executive. 

We  do  further  protest  against  the  acceptance  of  the  said 
report,  and  the  passing  of  the  said  resolve,  because  this  hon- 
ourable house  haxe  no  constitutional  right  or  nutliority  to  rexerst 
or  revise  the  proceedings  of  courts  marUal.  That  such  courts 
are  solemn  judicial  tribunals,  having  power  CA'er  interest  far 
dearer  than  property,  and  in  time  of  war,  having  power  over 
life.  That  such  courts  cannot  be  amenable  to  the  legislature^ 
nor  in  .any  wise  answerable  thereto,  nor,  can  this  honourable 
house  institute  any  inquiry  into  the  regularity  of  their  pro- 
ceedings : — That  if  this  hou^e  had  tlie  power  of  inquiry,  no 
evidence  whatever  has  been  here  exhibited  or  stated  tending  to 
show  wliercin  the  irregularity  complained  of  existed,  nor  why 
the  trial  of  the  said  Joseph  Loring,  jun.  was  not  fair  and  im- 
partial ;  nor  have  the  committee  who  made  the  said  report, 
nor  this  honourable  house  examined  the  record  of  said  trial  : — 
That  it  would  have  the  most  dangerous  tendency  to  admit  that 
the  legislature  may  reverse  the  proceedings  of  courts  mar^ 
tial,  and  of  the  most  alarming  tendency  if  such  reversal  may 
be  had  and  made  without  notice  to  the  military  officers  by 
whom  the  court  may  have  been  detailed,  or  to  those  by  whom 
it  may  have  been  constituted  ;  and  more  especially  if  such  re- 
versal should  have  no  other  basis  than  the  representation  of  th« 
man  who  is  seeking  to  remove  the  burthen  of  his  sentence. 

And  we  do  further  protest  against  the  acceptance  of  thesaid 
report  and  the  passing  of  the  said  resolve,  because  officers  consti- 
tuting and  composing  courts  martial  are  not  responsible  to  the 
general  court  for  their  conduct,  but  are  amenable  to  the  su- 
preme judicial  court  of  the  State,  and  are  liable  to  punish- 
ment for  unlaw  ful  proceedings,  as  is  apparent  from  the  35th 
section  ^f  the   militia  law,  made  and  passtcd  June,  179S,  ia 
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which  it  is  expressly  set  forth,  in  the  solemn  oath  therein  le- 
fjuired  to  be  administered  to  the  officers  compoising  a  court 
martial,  that  the  opinion  of  no  individual  member  of  such 
court,  shall  be  disclosed,  except  in  a  court  of  justice,  in  a  due 
course  of  law — from  which  it  irresistibly  follows,  that  an  In- 
vestigation of  the  conduct  of  officers  on  a  court  martial  is  ex- 
clusively confined  to,  and  can  only  be  obtained  by,  the  judicial 
tribunals  of  our  country  i — And  because  we  do  believe  that 
the  said  report  and  resolve  tend  to  implicate  the  characters  of 
raen,  who  sustain  distinguislied  military  commissions,  and  in 
whose  reputation  thepublick  are  deeply  interested  ;  that  if  any 
misconduct  could  be  imputed  to  them,  they  could  not  appear 
in  the  legislature  in  vindication  of  their  honour  unless  con^titu- 
tionally  criminaled  : — ^That  every  citizen  of  the  commonwealth 
is  entitled  to  protection  as  to  his  fame  and  character  ;  and  be- 
cause, by  the  rule  of  this  house,  no  act  or  resolve  can  bypas- 
sed affecting  character  without  first  giving  notice  to  the  party 
interested. 

And  we  do  further  solemnly  protest  against  the  principle 
*ct  forth  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  accepted  by  the 
honourable  house,  "  That  mutiny  is  a  crime  not  kjioicn  in  the  mi- 
litia law,"  We  are  convinced,  that  the  adoption  of  this  princi- 
ple must  destroy  the  foundation  on  which  our  military  estab- 
lishments and  institutions  are  placed.  We  do  sincerely  depre- 
cate the  pomulgation  of  this  opinion,  which,  having  been  ac- 
cepted by  the  house,  must  have  the  same  effect  as  though  a 
declaratory  act  had  been  passed,  setting  forth,  that  ofhcers  in 
the  militia  may,  at  their  pleasure,  combine  and  conspire  toge- 
ther to  violate  orders  and  resist  the  lawful  authority  of  their 
superiours  in  command  with  impunity. 

By  the  thirty-sixth  section  of  the  militia  law  of  this 
commonwealth,  it  is  enacted,  that  every  officer,  holding  a  com- 
mission in  the  m'ilitia,  who  shall  be  Accused  of  any  unmiUtanf 
conduct y  neglect  of  duty,  or  disobedience  of  orders,  shall  be  lia- 
ble to  be  tried  by  a  court  martial,  and  if  found  guilty,  senten- 
ced by  said  court  to  be  reprimanded  in  orders,  or  to  be  remo- 
ved from  office.  Mutiny  is  the  aggregate  of  all  those  military 
offences,,  and  if  he,  who  is  guilty  of  part  he  puni^hnble,  most 
clearly  he  who  is  guilty  of  the  whole,  cannot  be  considered  in- 
ftoceut  aiid  without  crime.     When  an  oflicer  encases  in  :i.  mu- 
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tiny,  his  ro«<^«/crmiist  necessarily  be  umniUtary  ;  his  dutg  isr 
neglected^  and  orders  are  disobeyed.  Aiui  it  has  always  been 
considered,  that  as  mutiny  is  a  crime,  which  must  be  shared 
Q.nd  jf.incd  in  by  numbers  in  order  to  constitute  the  oti'ence  ;  it 
is  ofall  other  military  crimes  the  most  dangerous,  as  it  strikes 
directly  at  the  foundation  of  all  military  subordination,  and  by 
iiecessary  consequence  to  the  destruction  of  the  State. 

We  cannot,  with  a. proper  regard  to  our  duty  as  represen- 
tivcsof  the  people, omit  to  observe  the  contradiction  in  which  the 
acceptance  of  the  said  report  involves  the  pubUck  records  of' 
the  country.  The  report  declares  that  captain  liOring  has  been 
tried  for  muthu/,  when  if  a  recurrence  to  the  record  of  his  tri- 
als is  had,  it  will  appear,  thai  he  was  not  tried,  for  that  specijie 
sffencc. 

For  these  reasons,  and  because  we  conscientiously  believe 
that  such  proceeding  ought  not  to  have  been  had,  that  they 
may  not  be  holden  as  a  precedent,  we  enter  our  DISSENT, 
therefrom,  and  do  solemnly  protest  agaiiistthe  same. . 

William  Sullivan,  John  Callender^  Samuel  Thatcher,  Tim- 
othy Jackson,  John  T.  Apthrop,  Ed.  St.  Loe  Livermore,  James 
I;iloyd,  jun.  Charles  iJavis,  Benjamin  Russell,  William  Smith, 
Daniel  Sargent,  Thomas  Danforth,  Jonathan  Dwight,  jun.  Ja- 
bez  Upham,  Redford  Webster,  Thomas  W.  Sumner,  John  Wil- 
son, Eliakim  Phelps,  Benjamiu  Beale,  Benjamin  Whitman, 
Tliomas  K.  Jones,  George  Bradbury,  Joseph  Titcomb,  Benja- 
Diin  Parsons,  Ebenei:er  Bradshaw,  David  Smith,  Gideon  Fos- 
ter, Samuel  Page,  Eduard  Tuckermau.,  Thomas  H.  Perkins, 
Josiah  Little,  Timothy  Bigelow,  Samuel  Moody, .  Benjam.in 
Goddard,  Benjamin  Ilasey,  Vvilliam  Phillips,  Daniel  Graves, 
Nathan  Felton,  Jonathan  liunneweU,  John  Pearson,  Jared 
Bradlee,  David  Ilcv/e,  Samuel  Webster,  John  Welles,  Stephen. 
Hpward,  John  Slack,  Ebenezer  Stocker,  Joseph  TlM)mas,  David 
Payson,  James  Keyes,  Jo!>iah  Chute,  James  Longley,  Asahel. 
Pomeroy,  Jonah  Howe,  John  Winslow,  Francis  Wright,  Elihu 
Jloyt,  Joseph  Story,  John  Scorer,  Thomas  Gage,  jun.  Ezra.. 
Wood,  ';^v,Ti..  Perez  Waterman,  Thomas  Davis,  Joel  Read,  Si^ 
mon  Elii'.l;  Samuel.  Parkman,  Stephen  ('odmar>j^  Thomas. 
Perkin*. 
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The  resolve  of  the  joint  committee  annexed  to  their  re- 
port, as  given  in  the  body  of  the  preceding  dissenr,  having  pas- 
sed both  branches  of  the  legislature,  'A-as  sent  to  the  governour 
for  his  approbation  :  But  he  returned  it  (with  the  report)  to 
the  senate,  in  which  it  originated,  vvith  the  following. 

OBJECTIONS :— 

Oenilemev  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Rcpresenlatke'^, 

A  RESOLVE  v/as  yesterday  laid  before  me,  which  hacf 
passed  both  houses,  to  reverse  a  })art  of  the  sentence  of  a  court- 
martial,  against  Joseph  Loriag,  \\m.  Alter  examining  the  2c- 
solve,  and  the  annexed  report  of  the  joint  committee,  in  whiclv 
the  grounds  for  passing  it  are  detailed,.  I  think  it  my  duty  tu 
N\ithhold  my  approbation  of  it,  for  the  following  reasons  : 

1st.  Because  the  preamble  of  the  said  resolve,  and  the  re-* 
port  of  the  committee  which  accompanies  it,  a.nd  of  which  the 
resolve  is  a  part,  contain  censures  on  divers  persons,  which,,  sii 
far  as  I  know,  are  wholly  unfounded. 

The  preamble  recites,  that  Joseph  Loring,  jun.  a  captain 
in  the  militia  of  the  town  of  Boston,  has  been  tried  bj"  a  court- 
martial,  and  sentenced  to  be  removed  from  his  said  office,  and 
disqualified  from  holding  any  ol'Sce  in  the  militia  for  three 
years. — That  some  of  the  proceedings  relating  to  the  said  court-- 
martial, were  irregular,  and  operated  to  the  injury  of  the  said 
Loring. — And  the  report  afort^aid  of  the  joint  committee,  a- 
mon^;  other  things  states,,  that  by  an  order  of  the  commander 
in  chief,  with  the  advice  of  council,  the  said  Loring  has  been 
degraded  from  his  rank  ;— that  the  order  has  occasioned  the- 
whole  difficulty,  and  is  not  warranted  by  the  coastitutijon  or 
law.  It  further  states,  that  the  said  Loring  has  been  tried  for 
mutiny,  a  crime  not  known  in  the  militia  laws  :— that  the  rights 
of  election  have  been  invaded,  and  that  iie  was  tried  by  a  court- 
martial  not  regularly  detailed,  and  by  this  means  was  deprived 
of  a  fair  and  impartial  trial.  The  two  houses  having  accepted 
the  above  report,  have  made  it  «  part  of  the  record, 
Q2 
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fn  the  beginning  of  March,  1805,  I  laid  before  the  fhen-' 
council,  representations  from  the  adjutant-general  and  niajor- 
general  Elliot,  relative  to  the  rank  of  certain  officers  of  light- 
intantry  companies  ;  and  on  the  14th  of  the  same  month,  the 
council  unanimously  advised  as  their  opinion,  "  That  an  officer 
transferred  from  one  corps  to  another  in  the  same  rank ^  should 
retain  the  seniority  of  rank  which  he  held  prior  to  the  trans- 
iev."  This  opinion  v»as  thought  to  be  the  true  construction  of 
the  law,  and  conformable  to  the  constant  military  usage,  and 
the  advice  was  accepted  accordingly. 

Afterwards,  in  May  or  June,  1805,  upon  a  reprcserrtation  ■. 
from  the  adjutant-general,    proposing  that  the  organization  of - 
the  legionary  brigade  should  be  completed,  and  suggesting  that 
there  was  some  uneasiness  in  consefjuenceof  the  above  decision,  . 
and  in  particular  that  a  capt.  Loring    (who  was  a  stranger  to 
me,  and  probably  %o  each  of  the  counsellors)    was   dissatisfied  . 
■^vith  the  rank   which  it  assigned  him.     A  new  council  having  : 
"been  chosen,  I  again  requested  the  advice  of  council  on  the  a- 
Love  subjects.     A  committee  was  appointed  to  revise  the  opin- 
ion of  the  former  council,   and   to  hear  whatever  could  be  al- 
ledged  against  it.     That  committee  reported,  and  in  conformi- 
ty to  their  report,  thecouncil  on  the  l4lhof  June,  1805,  unan- 
imously advised  me  toissue  the    general  order  of  the  2.0th  of 
June,  which  is  censured  and  condemned   in   the   repwt  of  the 
said  joint  committee.     The  above  order-was  supposed   to  be 
justified  by  the  resolve  establishing  the  legion,  and  by  the  au- 
thority given  by  the  constitution   and   lav^,    to   the   governour 
and  council,  to  regulate  the  militia. 

If  it  is  expected  that  by  approving  this  resolve  I  should 
criminate  myself,  I  have  certiiinly  no  right  to  censure  the  mem- 
bers of  the  councils-  for  the  two  last  years.  I  helieve  it  was 
the  opinion  of  the  publick  in  general,  that  several  members  of 
council  in  each  of  those  yeai^s,  were  as  competent  to  decide  the 
point  above  mentioned,  .as  any  persons  in  the  State  :  And  to 
the  memory  of  one  of  them,  the  house  of  representatives  has 
lately  paid  a  grateful  tribute  of  respect  and  veneration. 

Nor  have  I  any  authority  by  approving  this  resolve  to 
joio  in  censuring  the  officei*s  of  the  first  division  of  the  militia, 
and  the  members  of  the  court-martial.  I  am  wholly  unac- 
i^uairJcd  with  tUe  particular  circumstances  of  theii'  cunducf^_ 
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sncrthe  proceedings  of  those  courts.  If  they  or  any  other  of!?* 
cers  of  government  have  violated  their  duty,  the  constitutioir 
has  provided  eftectual  methods  to  punish  them.  But  I  do  notr 
conceive  that  a  resolve  of  the  legislature  is  one  of  those  meth- 
ods ;  and  if  it  is,  still  they  would  be  entitled,  by  the  bill  of- 
rights,  to  be  heard  in  their  defence.  -^ 

2d.  Because  the  two  provisos  at  the  end  of  the  resolve, 
seem  to  be  of  no  use  for  the  purposes  expressed.  But  perhaps 
the  first  may  be  thought  to  imply  a  strong  sense  of  the  wrongs 
which  I\Ir.  Loring  is  supposed  to  have  suft'ered  ;  and  the  last 
may  be  construed  as  a  legislative  opinion  that  those  wrongs  are 
actionable. 

3d.  Because  I  am  apprehensive  that  if  this  resolve  is  pass- 
ed, itwill  occasion  great  disorder  and  disorganization  in  the 
militia  of  this  State.  Upon  the  militia  we  principally  rely  for 
publick  security  and  defence  ;  we  ought  therefore  to  pay  some 
respect  to  the  honour  and  feeling  of  those  men  who  sacrifice 
their  private  interest  to  support  it.  If  we  unnecessarily  wound 
their  reputations,  we  give  just  offence  to  every  military  man,  • 
and  lessen  the  security  which  our  country  derives  from  a  well- 
regulated  militia.  Should  the  State  hereafter  be  divided  into  - 
political  parties,  who  will  undertake  a  military  office  if  he  is 
liable  to  legislative  chastisement,  without  having  an  opportu- 
nity to  be  heard  ?  Besides  a  contentious  man  might  be  tempted 
to  disobey  and  insult  his  superiour  officers,  by  the  hope,  that 
though  punished  for  his  offence  in  due  course  of. law,  he  would 
be  able  afterwards  to  induce  a  majority  in  the  legislature  to 
reverse  the  sentence  against  himself,  and  subject  to  lasting  re- 
proach those  officers,  whose  duty  had  compelled  them  to  be 
the  instruments  of  his  punishment. 

4th.  Because  when  an  error  is  supposed  to  have  takeii^ 
place  in  the  proceedings  and  judgment  of  a  court,  I  think  the 
legislature  have  never  thought  it  just  to  afford  even  the  reme- 
dy of  a  new  trial  upon  an  ex-parte  hearing  of  the  case  without 
notice  to  the  other  party.  But  to  reverse  the  judgment  and 
condemn  t^ie  proceedings  of  a  court  as  irregular  and  injurious, 
upon  such  a  hearing,  is  an  exercise  of  legislative  power,  of 
wiiich  I  believe  there  is  no  example  in  this  or  any  other  free 
country. 


5th.  Because  there  is  danger  that  if  this  resolve  hecomssg^ 
law,  it  will  be  made  use  of  hereafter  as  a  precedent,  for  con- 
troling  or  annulling  by  legislative  resolves  the  constitutional 
proceedings  of  the  executivi>  ;  and  for  condemning  at  the  plea- 
sure of  the  legislature  the  proceedings  of  any  of  the  courts 
which  are  established  by  law.  The  constitution  declares,  that 
the  legislative  department  shall  never  exercise  the  executive 
and  judicial  powers,  or  either  of  them.  This  is  a  fundamental 
principle  of  the  government,  and  if  it  is  subverted,  the  consti- 
tution itself,  aiui  the  liberty  and  safety  of  the  people,  are  at  an- 
end. 

6th.  Because  it  appeal's  to  me,  that  the  censures  contain- 
ed in  this  resolve  and  the  report  annexed  to  it,  have  a  tendency 
to  diminish  that  mutual  civility  and  respect  in  the  several 
branches  of  government,  which  the  rules  of  decorum  enjoin, 
and  which  the  publick  interest  and  the  reputation  of  the  State 
render  necessary.  Indeed  1  can-  hardly  conceive  that  the  le- 
gislature would  have  thus  censured  the  executives  of  the  two 
last  years,  and  the  officers  of  the  first  division  of  the  militia  and 
of  the  courts  martial,  if  the  hurry  which  attends  the  closing 
part  of  a  session,  had  not  prevented  that  deliberate  and  cool 
reflection  which  the  delicacy  and  importanceof  the  subject  re- 
quired. 

The  committee,  I' a.m  convinced,  have  made  divers  mis- 
takes, both  as  to  fa<:t^  and  inferences,  which  I  have  not  time  to 
enumerate.  I  now  transmit  the  said  resolve,  together  with  the 
foregoing  objections,  to  the  senate,  where  it  originated,  for  the 
Opiisideration  of  the  legislature. 
Id,  2&,  1S07.         ^  CALEB  STRONG; 
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LEGISLATURE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS: 


SENATE,  JuK£  5,  180^. 

THIS  day,  the  committee  of  both  houses  appointed  to  ex- 
amine the  returns  of  the  vote?  from  the  several  towns,  districts, 
and  plantatio^is  in  this  commonwealth,  for  governour  and  lieu- 
teuant-governour,  reported. — Let  it  be  remembered,  4hat  tki» 
Gofnmittee  was  thus  composed  : — - 

SENATORS, 

Hon.  ENOCH  TITCOMB,  CTederal  1} 
^AARON  HILL,  (Democratic  \) 
SAMUEL  DA'^k.-C Democratic,  2), 

REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr.  EZEKIEL BACON,  (Democratic  3> 
STEPHEN  CODMAN,  (Federal  2) 
JOSEPH  STOKY,  (Democratic  4J 

and  JOSHUA  DANFORTH,  (Democratic  5) 

And  that  contrary  to  all  former  rule,  this  committee    consistedt*. 
©f  live  of  one  party  of  the  ]cgislature,and  only  two  of  the  other. 
The  following  is  the  report  of  this  committee  : — - 

REPORT. 

That  they  have  carefully  examined  all  the  retyrns  of  votes 
from  the  several  towns,  districts,  and  plantations  in  this  xom- 
monwealth,  after  revising  and  correctinga  schedule  herewith  re- 
ported,entitled, "votes  for  governourand  liGUl.governour,27th  e-^ 
lection,  1S06,"  they  find  the  whole  number  of  votes  contained 
therein  for  governour  to  be  seventy-five  thousand  two  hundred, 
and  seventeen  ;  and  the  wholenumber  of  votes  for  lieut.  gover- 
ijour  to  be  seventy-three  thousand  five  hundred  and  nineteen. 

Your.commitXce  report,  that  a  number  of  said  returns  ap- 
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pear  to  have  been  altered,  either  in  the  words  or  figures  whieE 
give  the  number  of  votes,  set  against  the  name  of  each  person — 
Nevertheless  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  said  returns  have 
been  fraudently  altered  ;,  and  they  report,  as  their  opinion, that 
they  ought  to  remain  on  said  schedule. 

And  your  committee  fuither  report^  that  there  is  a  return 
irom  the  town  of  Sturbridge,  in  the  county  of  Worcester  ;  and 
a  return  from  the  town  of  Provincetown,  in  the  county  ofBarn- 
stable  ;  and  a  return  from  the  town  of  Amesbury,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Essex  ;  and  returns  from  the  towns  of  Pittstown,  New- 
Sharon,  Rome,  Athens,  and  Harmony,  iu  the  county  of  Ken-* 
iiebeck  ;  and  a  return  from  Ellsworth,  in  the  county  of  Han- 
cock ;  and  a  return  from  Addison,  in  the  county  of  Washing- 
ton ;  and  a  return  from  Brookline  in  the  county  of  Norfolk  ;. 
and  a  return  from  Edgartown,  in  the  county  of  Duke's  Coun- 
ty ;  which  do  not  appear  to  be  signed  by  any  town-clerk. 

And  your  committee  report,  That  said  li^s,  so  returned^ 
as  aforesaid,  are  insufficient,  and  ought  to  be  deducted  from  said 
schedule. 

And  your  committee  further  report.  That  in  the  town  of 
Isleboro',  in  the  county  of  Hancock,  there  were  given  twelvo^ 
votes  for  Caleb  Stoon,  as  Govcrnour  : 

And  that  in  the  plantation  of  Davistown,  in  the  county  of 
Hancock,  there  were  given  thirty  votes  for  Caleb  Srong,  as 
govcrnour.  As  by  the  said  lists  may  more  fully  appear  ;  whicit 
votes  were  upon  said  schedule,  set  against  the  name  of  his  ex- 
cellency Caleb  Strong  ;  which  ought  to  be  taken  from  that 
column,  and  placed  in  tw.o  separate  columns,  so  as  to  be  count- 
ed with  the  scattering  votes. 

And  that  in  the  town  ofLynn,in  the  county  of  Esscx>there 
were  given  three  hundred  and  iifty-seven  votes,  for  James  Sul- 
\ian,  as  governour. 

And  that  in  the  town  of  Otisfield,  in  the  county  of  Cum- 
berland, there  were  given  twenty  seven  votes  for  James  Sullan, 
as  governour,  as  by  the  said  libts  may  more  fully  appear. 

Which  votes  were  set  against  the  name  of  the  Hon.  James- 
Sullivan,  esq.  ;  both  which  numbers  ought  to  be  taken  fron\, 
his  column  and  placed  in  separate  columns,  and  counted  with 
9ther  scattering  votes. 

That  in  Uie  return  of  votes  from  the  town   of  Belfast,, m. 
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tlie  county  of  Hancock,  it  is  certified, that  there  were  four  votes 
given  for  governour,  as  "  scattering,"  and  four  votes  for  licut, 
governour  as  scattering'  which  a^^e  not  entered  on  said  sched- 
ule, but  which  ought  to  be  entered  in  a  separate  column,  under 
the  title  of"  scattering  ;"  and  that  in  the  return  of  votes  from 
the  town  of  Plympton,  rn  the  county  of  Plymouth,  it  is  certi- 
fied that  there  were  three  votes  given  for  lieut.  governour,  as 
**  scattering,"  which  are  not  entered  on  said  schedule,  but 
which  ou^^ht  to  be  entered  in  a  separate  colunw,  under  the  title 
of  ''scattering." 

And  j'our  committee  further  report,  That  there  is  among 
said  returns  a  list  from  the  town  of  Parsonsfield,  in  the  county 
of  York,  on  the  margin  of  which  is  written  the  words  following 
to  wit : — "  N.  B.  By  reason  of  the  town  clerk  being  sick, this 
was  not  sealed  up  in  meelino;  ;"  but  the  committee  ar-e  of  opin- 
ion, that  the  wxrds  aforesaid  are  not  in  the  hand  writing  of 
cither  of  the  selectm.en  or  town  clerk  of  Parsonsfield,  and  is  no 
part  of  said  return,  but  an  interpolation  thereon,  and  that  the 
same  list  ought  to  remain  on  said  schedule. 

And  your  committee  further  report,  that  it  does  not  ap- 
pear from  the  return  or  list  sent  from  the  town  of  Paxton,  in 
the  county  of  Worcester,  when  the  meeting,  at  which  said  list 
was  made,  was  hohlen,  nor  is  there  any  date  upon  said  paper, 
from  whence  it  can  be  inferred  when  said  meeting  was  holden, 
your  committee  therefore  report.  That  the  said  list  ought  to  be 
rejected  for  the  uncertainty  thereof ;  and  they  further  report, 
that  it  does  not  appear  from  the  return  or  list  of  the  town  of 
Berwick,  in  the  county  of  York,  when  the  meeting,  at  which 
the  said  list  was  made,  was  h-olden,  and  that  it  ought,  for  that 
reason,  to  be  rejected  from  said  schedule. 

And  they  further  report,  that  there  are  two  papers  pur- 
porting to  be  lists  or  returns,  both  of  which  are  made  and  re- 
turned by  the  saine  selectmen,  and  same  town  clerk,  from  the 
town  of  New- Bedford,  in  the  county  of  Bristol,  and  as  the  said 
lists  contain  different  candidates  who  were  voted  for  as  governor, 
and  it  cannot,  from  said  lists,  be  certainly  known  which  is  the 
•true  or  which  is  the  false  list,  the  same  ought,  for  the  uncer- 
tainty aforesaid,  to  be  rejected  from  said  schedule. 

And  your  committee  further  report,  That  there  are  a- 
ciong  said  lists  or  jcturns,  two  papers,  purporting  to  be  return? 
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^©r  lists  from  the  tovrn  of  Troy,  in  the  county  of  Bristol,  mad* 
and  returned  by  two  different  sets  of  selectmen  and  town  clerks,; 
and  your  committee  report,  that  the  list  or  return  made  and 
returned  by  Jonathan  Brownell,  Abraham  Bowen,  and  Elijah 
Blossom,  Selectmen  of  Troy,  and  Benjamin  Brightman,  town 
clerk,  is  the  return  from  the  town  of  Troy,  and  ought  to  be  ad' 
ded  to  said  schedule. 

And  your  committee  report.  That  when  said  schedule  shall 

be  rectified  and  amended  as  aforesaid,    the   whole  number  of 

votes  for  governour  will  be  73,4*  10,  and  that  36,706,  will  be 

necessary  to  make  a  choice.     That  no  person  has  a  majority  of 

votes  for  governour. 

That  his  excellency  Caleb  Strong,  esq.  who  had  36,692  ; 
the  honourable  James  Sullivan,  esq.  who  had  36,031  ;  James 
Sulvan,  esq.  who  had  357  votes  ;  and  the  honourable  V/illiam 
Heath,  esq.  who  had  85  votes,  are  the  four  persons  who  had 
the  highest  number  of  votes,  are  the  candidates  for  the  office  of 
governour. 

And  your  committee  report,  That  when  said  schedule  shall 
be  rectified  and  amended  as  aforesaid,  the  whole  number  of 
votes  for  lieutenant  governour,  will  then  be  seventy-one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  seven.  Necessary  to  make  a  choice — 
thirty-five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  four. 

That  the  honourable  William  Heath  has  thirty-six  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighty,  for  lieutenant-governour,  and 
is  chosen. 

Lastly,  your  committee  state,  that  they  have  considered 
the  petitions  and  remonstrances  from  the  several  twvns  of  Can- 
ton and  Medfield,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk  ;  Topsham,  in  the 
county  of  Lincoln  ;  Plymouth,  in  the  county  of  Plymouth  ; 
Alfred,  in  the  county  of  York  ;  Barnstable,  in  the  county  of 
Barnstable  ;  and  of  New-Bedford,  in  the  county  of  Bristol-; 
which  were  committed  to  them,  with  the  several  document* 
which  accompanied  the  same,  and  your  committee  report,  that 
it  is  inexpedient  for  the  legislature  to  take  any  further  ot4^ 
tihereoa. 
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JN  SENATE,  June  7,  I8O6. 


THE  question,  to  accept  the  report  of  the  committee  Avas 

ndiscussed ;     and    after     an     animated   debate,   in  which   the 

members  of  the  minority  did  themselves  immortal   honour   for 

the  noble  and  spirited  stand  they  made  in  defence  of  the   con- 

.stitution,  and  the  elective  franchise  of  the  people ;  the  question 

to  accept  the  report,  was  carried,  as  follows  : — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Aaron  Hill,  Jonathan  Maynard,  William 
Hildreth,  Samuel  Dana,  Albert  Smith,  Nathan  Willis,  Nathan- 
iel Morton,  Josiah  Dean,  Isaac  Coffin,  John  Ellis,  John  Howe, 
James  Freeman,  Timothy  Childs,  John  Woodman,  Joseph 
Storer,  Levi  Hubbard,  Daniel  Ilsley,  JohnFarle}',  George  Ul- 
mer  and  Thomas  Fillebrown— 20. 


Tuesday,  June  10,  1805. 
THE  minority  of  the  senate,  on  the  question    to   accept 
the  report  of  the  joint  committee,  on  the  gubernatorial  returns, 
this  day  offered   to  the  senate    the   following  protest  ;  whick 
they  moved  should  be  entered  on  the  journals. 

PROTEST. 

"WE,  the  undersigned,  members  of  the  senate  of  the  com- 
«ionwealth  of  Massachusetts,  do  hereby  protest  against  the 
acceptance  of  the  report  of  a  joint  committee,  appointed  to  ex- 
amine the  returns  of  votes  forgovernour  and  lieutenant-govern- 
our  of  the  said  commonwealth,  and  against  the  proceedings  of 
the  senate  thereon,  for  the  following  reasons  : — 

Becaube  it  is  provided  by  the  constitution  of  this  com- 
monwealth, that  the  returns  of  votes  for  governour  and  lieutcn- 
ant-governour,  received  in  open  town- meeting,  and  sealed  up 
in  presence  of  the  inhabitants,  attested  by  the  selectmen  and 
lown-clerks  of  the  several  towns,  and  transmitted  to  the  ofhce 
of  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth  seventeen  days,  at  least, 
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before  the  last  Wednesday  in  May,  annually,  are  the  only  evi- 
dence of  the  election  of  those  officers,  which  the  legislature  is 
competent  to  receive  or  examine.  Yet  it  appears  from  the  re- 
port of  the  committee,  and  from  the  statements  of  one  of  its 
me^nbers,  that  they  did  receive  and  examine  evidence  both 
written  and  oral,  other  than  said  returns,  and  have  admitted 
such  evidence  in  some  instances  to  veiiiy  and  in  others  to  in- 
validate said  returns. 

Because  this  unconstitutional  and  unprecedented  pro- 
ceeding of  the  committee,  bow  adopted  by  the  senate,  amounts 
to  a  grose  and  flagrant  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  people, 
and  transfers  from  them  to  the  legislature  the  election  of  a 
governour,  although  a  choice  has  been  made  by  the  people. 

Because  it  was  manifestly  the  object  of  the  constitution 
to  provide  for  a  perfect  organization  of  the  government  at  the 
earliest  possible  period  after  the  commencement  of  the  politi- 
cal year,  and  to  prevent  any  suspension  of  the  executive  power 
by  a  vacancy  in  that  department ; — and  this  wise  provision  has 
been  hitherto  effectually  enforced  by  the  uniform  adherence 
of  our  predecessors  to  the  rules  of  evidence,  established  by  the 
constitution,  from  the  time  of  its  adoption.  But  the  bold  and 
dangerous  innovation  now  attempted,  tends  to  procrastinate 
the  declaration  of  the  choice  of  governour  to  a  late  and  indefin- 
ite period  of  the  political  year,  and  to  effect  a  vacancy  in  the 
office  of  chief  magistrate,  whenever  the  spirit  of  intrigue  or 
faction  shall  become  predominant  in  either  branch  of  the  le- 
gislature. If  other  evidence  than  the  returns  specified  in  the 
constitution  may  be  examined,  no  limits  can  be  prescribed  to 
it.  If  it  be  competent  to  a  committee  to  receive  testimony 
relative  to  the  elections  of  towns  in  the  vicinity  of  the  seat  of 
government,  it  is  not  less  their  right  and  their  duty  to  scru- 
tinize the  votes  and  proceedings  of  towns  the  most  remote. 
To  this  power  is  incident  the  right  of  sending  for  persons,  books 
and  papers.  Parties  must  be  hearxi ;  witnesses  must  be  confront- 
ed ;  and  scenes  of  disgraceful  strife  and  contention  will  ensue^ 
while  the  executive  functions  are  suspended,  and  the  whole 
system  of  government  is  of  consequence  impeded  and  finally 
involved  in  confusion  and  ruin. 

Because  it  rejects  the  votes  of  the   town    of  Isleborough 
for  Caleb  Strong,  merely  for  the  accidental  omission  of  the  let- 
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ter  g  ;  the  name  being  spelt  Stron  ;  and  it  also  rejects  the 
votes  of  Davistown,  for  Caleb  Strong,  for  the  omission  of  the 
letter  t  ;  the  name  being  spelt  Srong  ;  whereas  there  being  no 
person  in  this  commonwealth  known  by  the  name  of  Calek 
Stron,  or  Caleb  Srong,  the  presumption  is  irrcsistable,  that  the 
aforesaid  votes  were  meant  and  intended  forhibexcellencyCaleb" 
Strong,  Esquire. 

Because  the  said  votes,  if  disallowed  to  Caleb  Strong, 
should  have  been  altogether  rejected — there  not  being  in  ex- 
istence any  persons  by  the  name  of  Stron,  or  Srong,  who  ar« 
eligible  to  the  office  of  governour: — Yet  by  the  saiil  report,  th« 
said  votes  are  carried  to  the  aggregate  amount  of  votes,  merely 
to  increase  the  whole  number  ;  that  by  this  false  pretence  the 
election  of  the  said  Strong  might  be  defeateil.  And  by  th« 
operation  of  this  strange  principle,  the  said  towns  of  Islebor- 
ough  and  Davistown,  are  not  only  deprived  of  their  coiisliru- 
tional  right  in  the  choice  of  a  governour  ;  but  the  election  of 
the  said  Strong,  who  is  rightfully  chosen  by  a  majority  of  the 
rotes  of  the  people,  is  annulled,  and  the  right  of  election  is  by 
a  forced,  unnatural,  and  ridiculous  construction,  taken  from 
the  people,  and  assumed  by  the  legislature. 

Because,  if  the  omission  of  a  letter  in  one  proper  name  be 
admitted  to  vitiate  a  return,  the  same  exception  ought  to  be 
fatal  to  other  proper  names  ;  but  on  the  face  of  said  return 
from  Davistown,  it  is  stated  that  the  said  town  is  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Hacock  ;  (there  being  no  such  county  in  the  common- 
wealth, and  it  being  uncertain  in  what  county  Davistown  is 
included,  as  is  manifest  from  their  own  petition  now  pending 
before  the  legislature,)  yet  the  same  members  of  the  senate  who 
disallow,  to  Caleb  Strong,  the  votes  given  in  Davistown,  for 
Caleb  Srong  ;  refuse  to  reject  the  votes  of  that  town  altogether 
for  a  similar  omision  in  the  name  of  the  county,  thus  establish- 
ing the  inconsistent  and  arbitrary  principle,  that  the  variance 
of  a  letter  in  the  name  of  an  individual  is  fatal,  but  that 
a  variance  of  the  same  species  in  the  name  of  a  counti/,  upon 
the  face  of  the  same  document  is  wholly  immaterial. 

Because  the  votes  of  the  town  of  Lynn,  for  James  Sultan 
are  disallowed  to  James  Sullivan,  Esq.  for  the  omission  of  two 
letters,  //,  and  allowed  to  James  Sulvan,  whereas  it-is  not  even 
p4'etended  that  any  person  exists  under  thai  name,    which   is  a 
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in.ere  artificftjlntended  under  the  appearance  of  impartialityj  :t& 
give  colour  to  the  rejection  of  the  votes  for  Caleb  Strong,  and 
to  the  intended  assumption  of  power  by  the  legislature.  For 
it  appears  from  the  returns  of  votes  that  James  Sullivan,  Esq. 
is  not  v/ide?'  any  ?iame,  pretence  or  possibilify,  elected  by  the 
people;  and  consequently  the  subtraction  of  the  votes  from 
//is  total  amount,  and  the  addition  of  them  to  the  aggregate 
ajuount,  is  equally  beneficial  to  said  Sullivan  and  to  the 
TJews  of  those  who  would  promote  his  election,  as  placing  them 
exclusively  to  his  credit— It  equally  increases  the  whole  number 
of  votes  and  annuls  the  choice  of  the  people. 

Because,  nineteen. hundred  and  ten  vetes  are  by  the  said 
3-eport  allowed  to  the  said  James  Sullivan,  which  contain  va- 
riances from  one  to  three  letters,  many  of  which  effect  a  great- 
er dift'erence  in  sound  and  orthography  than  exists  between 
Sulvan  and  Sullivan .  Yet  the  votes  for /<7we5  Sulvan,  are  se- • 
}ected  from  these,  for  the  purposs  of  making  a.  mere  nominal 
candidate  *vho  does  not  exist. 

Because,  in  certain  returns,  after  a  list  of  persons  roted  ^ 
for  ;  the   word  scattering  is  written,    and    this  word  with  the  ' 
numbers  annexed  is  in  all  instances  carried  out  into  a  separate 
column  to  increase  the  aggregate  number,  thus  to  give  further 
colour  to  the  pretext  that  Caleb  Strong  has  not  a  majority  of- 
all  the  votes  :  Whereas  it  is  manifest  from    the  express   letter 
of  the  constitution,  that  persons  known  to  possess  the    requisite 
qualifications  can  alone  be  returned  or  considered  as  candidates 
for  the  office  of  governour  and  consequently  that  votes  descrip- 
tive o^ no  person  cannot  be  admitted.     But  upon  the  construc- 
tion adopted  by  the  committee  and  the   senate,  the   legislature 
may  be  engaged  in  the  farce  of  voting,  not  for    eligible    candi-  • 
dates,  but  for  the  names  of  things    or  ideas  personified  ;  and  it 
must  happen  if  the  report  be  accepted  in  both    branches,    that 
they   \\\\[  actually  be  employed  in  voting  for  James   Sultan,  a 
candidate,  not  known  to  any  person  to  be  qualifie-d,  nor  believ- 
ed by  any  person  to  «^xist.     By  these  means  the    most  import- 
ant oflicial  duty  will  be  discharged  with  solemn   mockery,   aiKl 
the  constitution  be  exhibited  to  the  disgrace  of  the  legisla,ture, 
the  contempt  of  the  people,  and  the  derision  of  the  world. 

Because,  the  votes  of  the  towm  of  Parsonsfield,  in  the  county 
if  Ypik,  being  145;  for  James  Sullivan,    are  received  and  aJ-. 
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lowed  to  him,  though  the  return  contains  upon  its  face,  the 
following  certilicate,  viz.  "  Bi/  reason  of  the  town-chrk  beirig 
sick^  the  votes  were  not  sealed  up  in  Toicn- Meeting."  As  this 
defect  is  repugnant  to'the  express  letter  of  the  constitution  ; 
it  is  suggested  by  the  report,  that  the  said  certificate  appears  to 
be  an  interpolation.  But  no  evidence  was  oti'ered  to  support 
such  a  suggestion.  On  the  contrary  one,  of  the  selectmen  who- 
signed  the  return,  and  icho  is  a  member  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives,yy2i%  offered  to  repel  it  and  prove  that  the  fact  certified 
was  true ;  and  that  the  said  certificate  was  originally  made  as 
it  now  appears  ;  but  his  evidence,  the  introduction  of  tihick 
"would  have  been  justified  by  the  said  suggestion,  was  not  admit- 
ted. Thas  fraud  was  presumed  not  for  the  purpose  of  invalidat- 
ing, but  of  supporting,  a  return  ;  and  the  evidence  of  a  return- 
ing officer  who  was  interested  in  proving  the  fraud,  if  any,  was 
offered  to  disprove  it,  and  rejected.  And  thus  mere  conjecture 
was  admmitted  to  contradict  the  return,  and  positive  proof  re- 
fused to  confirm  it. 

Because,  by  the  same  return  from  the  town  of  Parsonsfield, 
it  appears  that  the  town-clerk  was  also  a  selectman,  and  that 
he,  with  only  one  other  selectman,  signed  the  return,  and  as 
the  said  town-clerk  was  sick,  and  not  at  the  meeting  when  he 
sealed  up  the  votes,  it  is  presumable  that  he  was  not  present 
at  any  stage  of  the  proceedings  ;  but  that  the  meeting  was  held 
by  one  selectman  only,  and  is  therefore  manifestly  illegal. 

Because,  the  votes  of  the  town  of  New-Bedford  are  re- 
jected on  the  pretence  of  uncertainty  arising  from  two  several 
returns,  certified  by  the  same  officers  ;  whereas  one  of  them 
ought  to  be  admitted  and  allowed  for  the  following  reasons: — 

First.  Both  said  returns  are  made  and  received  by  the 
secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  within  the  time  prescribed  by 
the  constitution  ;  both  are  conformable  in  all  particulars  to 
the  requisites  of  that  instrument,  and  they  both  agree  in  the 
number  of  votes  given  to  Caleb  Strong,  which  wa^  the  only 
material  fact,  that  could  affect  the  choice  of  governour,  by  the 
people.  * 

Secondly.  It  appeared  by  a  letter  inclosing  one  of  said 
returns  signed  by  the  town-clerk,  and  addressed  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  commonwealth,  that  the  same  contained  a  ti'oe  re- 


ittrrii  with  the  correction  of  merely  a  clerical  error  made  by 
Jbim  in  a  former  return.  By  taking  this  letter  in  connection 
with  the  return  which  it  contained,  the  return  itself  was  veri- 
iied  beyond  all  doubt.  By  rejecting  this  paper,  the  first  re- 
turn appeared  also  to  be  genuine.  But  in  order  to  make  the 
returns  destructive  of  each  other,  the  last  return  was  separa- 
ted from  the  letter  which  contained  it,  and  thus  that  evidence 
which  uculd  lave  renwced  all  cliNiht,  was  severed  from  the  re- 
turn which  it  accompanied  ; — and  of  which  it  made  a  part*, 
merelu  to  create  a  dovbt. 

Thirdly.  The  senate  refused  to  inspect  the  original  record 
«f  the  town  of  New-Bedford,  which  was  produced  at  the  board, 
brought  up  by  the  town-clerk,  and  which  would  have  veriiied 
<ine  of  said  returns,  and  the  same  town-clerk  would  also  have 
verified,  which  was  the  return  first  transmitted  to  the  secreta— 
3-y's  office. 

Because  after  rejecting  the  returnsof  New-Bedford,  which 
gave  ii  majority  of  votes  to  Caleb  Strong,  though  both  certified 
by  the  same  officers,  and  not  repugnant  to  sach  other  in  the  ma- 
terial question  ;  the  sonate  have  selected  and  allowed^  arsturn 
from  the  town  of  Tro^-,  u-Iiich  gave  6S  rot^s  exclusiveh/,  to 
James  Sullivan,  as  gorervour,  although  there  are  tuo  returns 
from  said  toun,  repugnant  to  eaeh  other  in  all  particulars,  certi- 
fied by  different  persons  and  appearing  on  the  face  of  them  to  It 
equally  authentick,  and  one  of  them  giving  -59  votes  exclusively 
to  Cfileb  Strong,  and  although  no  evidence  ■  whatever  was  ex- 
amined by  the  senate  to  verifj^  either  of  said  returns.  But  on 
the  <:ontrary  a  motion  made  in  senate,  by  one  of  the  major- 
ity of  said  committee  to  examine  the  evidence  on  one  side  wa« 
withdrawn  merely  because  an  amendment  was  moved,  which  if 
adopted  would  have  let  in  evidence  on  the  other  side,  and  thus 
upon  mere  conjectitre,  without  a  shadow  or  pretence  of  evi- 
dence or  any  criterion  whereby  to  test  the  authenticity  of 
cither  of  said  returns;  the  same  majority  of  the  honourable 
senate,  that  had  just  rejected  the  returns  of  New-Bedford, 
which  could  hsi\e  been  verified  by  the  record  ;  admitted  one 
of  the  returns  from  Troy  and  rejected  the  other,  though  hoih. 
■were  in  a  state  which  rendered  it  impossible  to  verify  either. 

Because  the  report  admits  the  votes  of  persons  for  goyer- 
Tjour  and  lieutenant-goveruour,  living  in  unincorporated  plaa- 
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tfiticins  ;  which  description  of  persons  are  not  qualified   to  xot'&'' 
fin  those  officers  by  the  constitution. 

Because  the  unprecedented  principles  adopted  by  the 
committee,  five  of  whom  out  of  seven  are  the  political  oppo- 
nents of  Caleb.  Strong  ;  were  not  established  by  them  previous 
to  any  scrutiny  or  examination  of  the  votes  ;.  nor  until  after 
ample  means  and  opportunity  had  been  afforded  to  them  for 
ascertaining  the  resutt  of  the  application  of  those  principles — 
By  which  course  of  proceeding,  strong  temptations  and  induce- 
ments must  have  arisen,  to  confound  principles  with  inclina- 
tions, and  to  establish  premises  with  a  riew  to  the  results.  And 
whatever  were  the  motives  of  the  committee,  uhich  we  do  not 
undertake  to  criminate,  it  unfortunately  happens  that  without 
a  reliance  upon  all  the  new  and  exceptionable  principles  con- 
tained in  the  report,  his  excellency  Caleb  Strong,  Esq.  must 
have  been  reported  to  be  chosen  by  the  people,  as  by  the  pres- 
ent report  he  is  deficient  only  fourteen  votes,  of  a  majority, 
which  number  would  have  been  restored  by  the  admission  of 
any  one  of  the  objections  contained  in  this  protest.  Finally, 
Because  we  consider  the  acceptance  of  the  report  to  be  in  it!? 
operation,  a  direct  and  palpable  infringement  of  the  constitu-  ■ 
tion  ;  and  an  open  usurpation  of  the  power  of  the  people,  cal- 
culated to  prostrate  the  executive  department,  by  reducing  the 
chief  magistrate  to  a  humiliating  dependence  upon  the  legisla- 
ture ;  and  to  invest  with  powers  paramount  to  the  constitution, 
the  accidental  majorities  of  political  sects,  and  entirely  to 
wrest  from  the  great  body,  of  the  people  the  right  of  electing 
their  own  governour  ;  and  for  the  sincerity  and  truth  of  our 
opinions  we  solemly  appeal  to  the  Great  Searcher  of  hearts, 
and  to  the  impartial  judgment  of  our  fellow-citizens  and  of  pos- 
terity. 

John  Hastings,  Salem  Town,  Daniel  Bigelow,  Elijah  Brig- 
ham,  Thomas  Hale,  Ezra  Starkweather,  Huge  iVi'Clellan, 
John  Heard,  EliasHasket  Derby,  John  Phillips,  jun.  H.  G. 
Otis,  John  Phillips,  George  Bliss,  C.  Gore,  Nathaniel  Thurs- 
ton, John  Rowe,  William  Spooner,  Peter  C,  Brooks,  Eaock 
Ttkcomb.— 19.. 


§0© 


The  foregoing  report  was  sent  to  tKe  house  for  concur- 
rerrce  ;  and,  after  debute,  was  referred,  and  taken  into  a  new 
draught,  as  follows  : 

The  committee  of  both  houses  appointed  to  examine  the 
returns  of  votes  from  the  several  towns,  districts  and  planta- 
tions in  this  commonwealth,  after  rev^ng  and  correcting  a 
schedule  herewith  reported,  intitled  ^^  rotes  for  governour  and 
lieufcnant-governour,  27t/i  election^  I8O6,'*  find  that 

His  excellency  Caleb  Strong,  esq.  has  a  majority  of  all  said 
votes  for  governour,  returned  agreeably  to  the  constitution, 
and  that  he  is,  therefore,  duly  elected  governour  of  this  com- 
monwealth for  the  year  ensuing. 

They  also  find,  that  the  honourable  William  Heathy  esq, 
has  a  majority  of  all  said  Votes  for  lieutenant-governour,  re- 
turned agreeably  to  the  constitution  ;  and  that  he  is,  therefore, 
duly  elected  lieutenant-governour  of  tbis  commonwealth  for 
the  year  ensuing. 


TRIBUTE  OF  GRATITUDE. 

THE  young  federalists  of  Boston — grateful  for  the  pub- 
lick  services  of  Governour  Strong,  and  feeling  a  lively  respect 
for  his  virtues  as  a  magistrate  and  a  man — proposed,  on  his  ex- 
pected visit,  to  close  his  official  duties,  to  escort  him  into  town. 
They  accordingly  assembled,  in  a  very  respectable  number,  on 
horseback,  yesterday  morning,  and  proceeding  under  the  di- 
rection of  a  committee  previously  appointed,  met  his  excellen- 
cy near  the  entrance  of  Watertown  ;  where,  his  carriage  hav- 
ing halted,  the  committee,  and  marshals  were  introduced  to  his 
excellency  by  colonel  Sumner  j — when  Mr.  B.  F.  Bourne,  one 
of  the  marshals,  addressed  him  to  the  following  purport : — 

May  it  please  your  Excellency y 

IN  conformity  to  an  unanimous  resolution  of  a  numer- 
ous meeting  of  "  young   federal  republicans/'  of  Boston,  w« 
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meet  your  excellency,  in  this  place,  with  an  intention  of  at* 
lending  you  into  the  metropolis.  We,  who  have  been  honour- 
ed by  their  selection,  as  a  committee,  in  cheerful^  compliance^ 
with  their  desire  request  your  excellency's  permission  that  they 
may  be  indulged  in  their  intention  ;  that  we  may  all  add  one 
other  testimony  of  the  high  esteem  which  we  entertain  of  your 
publick  services,  and  of  our  attachment  to  your  private  char- 
acter. 

Knowing,  as  we  do,  3'our  aversion  to  parade,  we  have  hith- 
erto foreborne  expressing  our  feelings  toward  you  in  this  man- 
ner, and  should  still  yield  to  your  inclinations,  but  tJiat  the 
occasion  is  peculiar.  You  are  visiting  us  in  expectation  of 
completing  your  official  duties  ; — of  descending  from  the  pol- 
itical elevation  to  which  your  virtues  and  talents  have  raised 
you  ; — of  yielding  up  the  chief  magistracy  of  the  State,  digni- 
fied by  your  having  held  it. 

We  look  back  upon  the  seven  years  of  your  administration 
■with  the  highest  gratification.  We  are  proud  to  number  our- 
selves with  a  description  of  men  who  can  boast  so  much  pat' 
riotism  and  ability  in  him  who  holds  their  confidence.  We 
exult  in  the  opportunity  of  exemplifying  what  we  mean  by 
political  integrity  and  moral  worth,  by  recurring  to  your 
publick  and  private  life. 

Your  labours  have  been  indeed  great— the  publick  return 
ungrateful — but  our  thanks  we  gladly  give  you — yet  a  higher 
reward,  the  recompence  of  great  minds  and  pure  hearts  awaito 
you — the  dignified  consolation  of  having  done  your  duty. 

To  which  his  excellency  replied  : — 
Gefitl€?7?€ny 

I  thank  you  for  this  affectionate  address,  and  request  you  • 
to  assure  the  gentlemen,  for  whom  you  act,   that  their  express- 
ions of  regard  have  excited  in  me  the  most  lively  sensibility. 

When  I  first  engaged  in  the  office  which  I  am  nov,'  about 
to  quit,  though  a  stranger  to  most  of  the  citizens  of  Boston, 
they  received  me  with  the  kindest  attention,  and  have  uniform- 
ly given  me  unquestionable  proofs  of  their  friendship  ; — their 
approbation  has  constantly  been  a  highly  valued   part  of  the 
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>k  is  under  no  c* 
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